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10% Cap on tax
assessments for va-
cation homes.

e The $25,000 home-
stead exemption will
be doubled.

e Save Our Homes
benefits will be port-

able.

e 60% approval
needed in January.
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The Fight is On!

The Florida Senate and
House finally voted to put
a property tax cut plan on
to the January ballot just
in time to beat the Oct
30th deadline. The pack-
age is set to save taxpay-
ers $12.4 billion over five
years.

The House of Representa-
tives argued strongly for
a tax cap for non-
homesteaded properties;
vacation homes and com-
mercial properties of just
5%. They were also in
favour of exclusions for
first time buyers and sen-
iors on low incomes.

The House proposals
were strongly supported
by HART (Homeowners
Against Runaway Taxes),
a group of Snowbirds and

other non permanent
residents, who organized
a good campaign rallying
emails and telephone
calls to Senators to urge
them to support these
measures.

Senators threw out the
measures for first-time
buyers and seniors, and
increased the non-
homestead cap to 10%.
They then returned the
proposal to the House
and promptly left town.
When the House was de-
bating the scaled down
bill, most Senators were
in a car or on a plane
home—preventing further
debate. However, as va-
cation home owners this
is still better than we
could have hoped for pre-
viously.

The plan will now have to
go before voters as a ref-
erendum on the January
29th Ballot and 60%
voter approval will be
required.

However, be prepared for
further fights. The port-
ability element for the
Save Our Homes benefit
is likely to prompt legal
wrangling over disparity
between new home buy-
ers with a substantial
SOH discount and an out-
of-State buyer with no
discount. A legal analysis
prepared for the legisla-
ture earlier in the year
concluded that such dis-
parities violate the US
Constitution's Commerce
clause. Lawmakers are
risking the element as it
is popular with voters.

Osceola - Epicenter of Foreclosures

A recent analysis of fore-
closure action in Central
Florida by the Orlando
Sentinel confirms what
many owners are experi-
encing first hand.

In the first 7 months of
2007, over 11,000 home-
owners in the 7 county
area of Central Florida
have defaulted on their
mortgage and entered
the foreclosure process.
Osceola leads the list with
1,328 foreclosures by
August this year com-
pared with 416 for the

whole of last year. High-
est hit is the South Poin-
ciana area which has one
of the highest concentra-
tions of Hispanic resi-
dents in Central Florida.
But the investor homes
owned by Brits, Irish and
others around Disney
have also been hit hard.

Homeowner Associations
are hard hit as owners in
default do not pay HOA
dues, putting an enor-
mous burden on to other
owners within the subdi-
vision. Monies can be

reclaimed once the house
is sold, but the foreclo-
sure process is long, and
the market is slow. This
years Legislative session
also increased the time
limits involved before an
HOA can force a house
into foreclosure.

Polk, Brevard and Volusia
counties have seen fore-
closure rates double this
year, while Orange, Lake
and Seminole counties
have seen foreclosures
increase between 42%-
57%.
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From the Editor

Welcome to our new look
newspaper! We hope you
like the new layout, and
for those of you receiving
the PDF format by email,
we hope you appreciate
the use of colour! This is
the first real makeover the
paper has had in nearly 19
years, and the logo had
served us well, but we
hope this new style is a
little more ‘up to date’.
The re-design has also
allowed us to return to the
original colour of paper
which sets this newspaper
apart.

We would like to apologise
to Graham Hardy for his
Bookm8 Villa owner ser-

vices advert which myste-
riously disappeared from
last months issue [nothing
to do with improper use of
the delete button—
honest]. Part of the joy of
the new layout is that
things can't just disap-
pear! The brand new
Bookm8 advert can be
found on page 10.

Alan Martin of Frontline
Florida Realty is offering
free advertising to all sub-
scribers of Florida Homes
and Travel on his website
www.ShopOrlandoHomes.
com. This is a compli-
mentary service where all
enquiries come direct to
the owner.
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Alamo have reduced rates
for collections before 31st
December, in conjunction
with the current upgrade
offer, making a Full size 4
door just £119 per week
on the all inclusive pack-
age. The popular Chevro-
let Equinox has been re-
duced to £122 per week.

Dollar Thrifty has re-
sponded to all the up-
grades on offer by offer-
ing their own upgrade
from compact to interme-
diate and intermediate to
full size.

Please see the back page
for current prices, or
email for a quote.

Ele Hubbard

Moneycorp U S Dollar Update

In the last twelve months real
estate in the States has be-
come, in round figures, 14 per
cent more affordable to British
buyers. Sterling has risen
from $1.90 to $2.08 and
property prices have fallen by
five per cent. At the end of
October the Dollar was at an
all time low against the Euro.
Sterling was at its highest
level since 1981. The Pound
has more than doubled in
value since March 1985 when
it came close to parity with
the Dollar.

Having reached a new 26 year
high against the Dollar, could
the Pound climb higher? Could

the Dollar fall further? Cer-
tainly, but does the combina-
tion of a buyers' market for
US property and a strong
Pound make this a good time
to buy American real estate?
Absolutely, in the last quarter
of a century Sterling has
made only three attempts to
break the magic barrier of $2.
The first two, more than a
dozen years ago, both failed.
Brits' buying power is at a
level now that we could only
dream about during the US
property boom years.

A two-oh-anything to the
Pound the Dollar represents
storming value. Pre-arm your-

self with some spendable
cash, jump on the plane and
go lean on the sellers.

Subscribers to Florida Homes
and Travel who open a Trad-
ing Facility will have Money-
corp’s £15 fee waived for all
transactions they complete
with them and will receive a
Privilege Card entitling them
to commission free currency
and a 1% improvement on
the exchange rate at any of
the TTT Moneycorp currency
exchange bureaux locations.
Tel: 0207589 3000

American Accountant

for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing. ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice. FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling.

Jan Marie Doughty CPA (Certified Public Accountant)

has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fourteen
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund &
8288-B applications, ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.

Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA for a chat or further details
Florida Property & Business Services LLC
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 1UZ England
or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach FL 32931 Tel/fax 001 321 784 8329
website www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com

Tel/fax 01243 536026
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News Roundup

A deal was reached in
the first October Special
Session of the Legislature
regarding the Personal
Injury Protection (PIP)
segment of auto insur-
ance, requirement for
which expired on October
1st after 4 decades. The
new PIP law will take ef-
fect on January 1st 2008
with some provisions
capping the amounts,
and the way, that claims
can meet. However, the
lack of a current require-
ment for the insurance,
means that 300 -400
thousand drivers sus-
pended due to lack of
insurance, can now drive
(briefly) with impunity.

If you are passing
through Orlando
International on
November 13th keep
your eyes open for the
new Airbus A380 which is
making an appearance
there. British Airways
and Virgin Atlantic both
plan to add the A380 to
their Orlando destined
fleets.

The Government
announced in its pre-
budget report that APD
would be changing
from per passenger to
per flight from Novem-
ber 1st 2009. It also
ironed out the anomaly
that meant passengers
on a business only
flight paid the lower
rate, while those in
business/premium
class on a normal com-
mercial flight pay the
higher rate.

Employees and shoppers
in a Pensacola shopping
mall were forced to take
shelter in the mall base-
ment in October as a tor-
nado swept across the
Panhandle .

On October 31st the

Dollar reached a 26-
year low at $2.08 to
£1.

A poll of 1,000 workers
by lastminute.com shows
that 71% still have
annual leave left to take
before the end of this
year.

Average Florida Mortgage Rates

With O pts Aug Sep Oct
Fixed 30yr 6.99% 6.87% 6.61%
Adjustable 1 yr |6.50% 6.56% 6.25%

For trend indication only.

Source: www.hsh.com

Big trucks are no longer
allowed in the left lane
on the stretch of Inter-
state 4 in Central Florida
from the Beachline Ex-
pressway south to Hwy
579 in Hillsborough
county. Florida now has
more than 400 miles of
interstate roads where
the big rigs are banned
from the left lane follow-
ing studies which found
the action reduces acci-
dents.

The Central Florida
city of Oviedo is to
offer homeowners
$1,000 for trading in
water thirsty green
lawns for drought
resistant plants and
mulich.

Publix is testing curb
side carryout for deli
foods at a store in Fort
Myers. Itis also trialling
an in-store Carrabba’s
Italian Market at a
Sarasota location.

Busch Entertainment,
Parent company of
SeaWorld and Busch
Gardens - Tampa and
others, is moving
headquarters from St
Louis to Orlando.
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CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

Home Inspection Services

HOME INSPECTIONS

£t

The CHARTERED

British Chartered Surveyor located in Florida carrying out

INSTITUTE OF
BUILDING

specialist Home Inspections for buyers, realtors and investors.
Insurance and new build inspections also carried out.

UK: 001 407 666 3279 Www.homeinspectionforyou.com

Contact John McLoughlin

USA: 407 666 3279

Visitation to the U.S.
from the UK was up
seven percent in July
bringing it to a three
percent growth rate year
-to-date. Visitors from
the U.K. accounted for
41 percent of all Western
European arrivals.

Travellers using Bris-
tol Airport with web
enabled phones can
now log on to a
slimmed down web
page showing arrivals
and departures.

JC Penny, the newest
store at the Loop West,
on the junction of Osce-
ola Parkway, and John
Young Parkway is now
open.

United Airlines has
announced plans to
spend more than $4
billion on improve-
ments over the next 5
years.

The opening of IKEA in
Sunrise, South Florida,
prompted customers to
queue for 2 days. The
first 100 in line received
a free armchair worth
$89.99.

Minimum wage will go
up on January 1st to
$6.79 an hour. Em-
ployees whose tips
count as part of
wages will see a mini-
mum rate of $3.77 an
hour.

The economy seat pitch
on Thomas Cook Airlines'
long-haul flights is to be
increased to 33 inches
from next May.
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A case in Germany illus-
trates the idea of taking
a photo of your rented
car as you leave it if you
have to drop it off before
hours. The driver of a
rental car was later pre-
sented with a huge bill
for damage which oc-
curred after he dropped
it off out of hours. Tak-
ing a photo might help
you to prove the condi-
tion of the car if neces-
sary.

Sanford Airport Authority
Board has approved a
Customer Facility Charge
fee of $5.50 per car
rental effective 1st Jan
08. Miami International
Airport has also in-
creased its CFC to $4.00
day.

Thefts of copper and
brass in Florida are caus-
ing problems just like in
the UK. Backflow pre-
vention devices designed
to prevent hazardous
substances from enter-
ing the water system,
manufactured from the
metals are being stolen
from business all around
Florida.

Three of the five compo-
nents of the Florida Con-
sumer Attitude Survey
rose in October: Percep-
tions of national eco-
nomic conditions over
the next year, perception
of whether it's a good
time to buy big-ticket
items, and expectations
of personal finances a
year from now.

Homeowner News

The Visa Waiver Programme
(VWP) may be modernised into
‘virtual oblivion’ and replaced
by more invasive ‘pre-
authorisation’ systems on both
sides of the Atlantic according
to The Register which claims to
have seen letters between E U
commissioner for Justice,
Freedom & Security Franco
Frattini and US Homeland
Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff. The article goes on to
outline the key enhancement of
the VWP planned by the US. A
system will collect “basic
biographic data about
passengers who wish to travel
to the United States.”

“We can no
longer
afford to
assume that
all citizens
of VWP
Counties
represent
lesser
security

threats”
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This system, the Electronic
Travel Authorization (ETA), will
effectively be a pre-
authorisation for US entry with
those passing clear to board
while the rest can be flagged
for further investigation or
refused altogether. The article
further cites Chertoff as writing
“We can no longer afford to
assume that all citizens of VWP
countries represent lesser
security threats, and that all
citizens of non-VWP countries
represent greater threats.
Instead, we need a program
that screens for risks on a
passenger-by-passenger
[basis].”

We may well feel that fuel prices in the U.S. are nothing compared to the
U.K, but all things are relative and we have been informed that car rental
companies are cracking down on fuel refills. Both Dollar and Alamo
charge upfront (expensively) for the tank of fuel unless you take the top
insurance cover option. Budget have had the more popular ‘collect full,
and return full for no charge’ policy on their basic package. But now fuel
costs are forcing them to charge customers for topping up unless the car
has been refilled within around 3 miles of the airport!

British Mortgages
Abroad announced on
October 12th that it
would no longer accept
mortgage applications
received after that day.
Launched in 2001 the
mortgages have proved
very popular with British
owners. All existing
mortgages will be hon-
oured and continue to be
serviced.

Flagler Beach is work-
ing on an ordinance
regulating short-term
rentals ahead of a city
council meeting on
November 8th. The
latest five-page draft
categorizes the rentals
as "resort dwellings,"
requiring proof of a
valid state sales tax
identification number
and a local business tax

receipt. Rentals are lim-
ited to seven days or
longer, unless otherwise
permitted in the tourist
or general commercial
zones. A couple of Flagler
Beach STR owners were
caught out this month
when someone reported
them to the Florida De-
partment of Revenue for
non payment of bed
taxes.

Frontline Florida Realty Inc

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from
the UK and have done what you want to do.

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.
Want to move to Florida?
In UK call: 0871 900 8830

Need a loan?

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

We can help with these too!!
In Florida Call: 407 832 4888
Or call Free in the US: 1 877 438 6815

www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost
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Insurance

State Farm Insurance Co
was subpoenaed by the Flor-
ida Office of Insurance Regu-
lation to explain why the re-
duction in premiums it had
filed was so small at 7.1%
statewide. As a result, State
Farm will be reducing rates
by 9% statewide, saving cus-
tomers across the state
around $23 million.

It was also found that State
Farm had overcharged cus-
tomers for a surcharge re-
quired to make up a short-fall
at Citizens Insurance Co.

This will now be refunded in 6
months time, together with
interest at 5% to all custom-
ers—another $23 million.

Allstate and Allstate
Floridian Insurance have
received Subpoenas as the
state continues its investiga-
tion into alleged collusion
between insurance compa-
nies.

There is to be an investiga-
tion into why auto insurance
customers were not auto-
matically informed that if
they transferred from State
Farm Fire & Casualty, to
State Farm Mutual Auto In-
surance they could save on
their premiums—possibly
$100—$200!

All Florida insurance holders will have to pay a
surcharge of 2% on any and all insurance policies
regardless of provider as a result of the collapse
last year of the Tampa based Poe Financial
Group’s three insurers: Atlantic Preferred, Florida
Preferred and Southern Family Insurance Group.
The surcharge was instigated by the Florida
Insurance Guaranty Association and this is the
3rd in 15 months. The FIGA had previously
estimated Poe’s losses at $750 million. That
figure is now revised to $1.36 billion as claims
still come in. The surcharge will be added in
March as policies renew. It will raise an expected

$315 million to cover claims for Poe and
Vanguard, another small insurer that also failed.

The Florida Office of
Insurance Regulation
has signed consent
orders allowing four
companies to assume
173,000 policies from
Citizens Property
Insurance Corp, which
will take Citizens
policy count to pre-
2007 numbers.
Tampa based
American Integrity
Insurance Co, Miami
based Argus Fire and
Casualty Co,
Jacksonville based
First Home Insurance
Co and Miami based
Landmark One
Insurance Co will
begin taking over the
policies on Dec 17th.
Consumers will be
notified from Nov 7th
and have the option to
remain with Citizens.

Hurricane Watch 2007

This year’s Hurricane
Season has come to an
uneventful end with Tropical
Storm Noel sneaking in a bit
of action in South Florida
before the official end on
November 1st. This season
produced 14 named storms,
a couple of un-named ones, 4
hurricanes of which 2 were
category 5 storms, both of
which hammered into Mexico.
September was the busiest
month with 9 storms brewing
up. The forecast given in
June was for 13—17 named
storms, with 7—10 becoming
hurricanes of which 3—5
would become category 3 or
higher. With the new State
re-insurance fund to build up,
a quiet season is just what
the doctor ordered!
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Due to an unsuccessful
experiment with Mac
Computers this summer I
have Microsoft Office for
Mac and iPages for sale.

Please call Elle on 01428

Orlando: (407) 924-1838

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY

TODAY’'S LOW START RATE OF 1.5%

Tarpon Springs: (727) 945-7722

CONNECT

T B s g T R R e s PP G TR
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS

London: 020 7193 4300
Www.connectms.com

741438 if interested.

Storm Date | Cat
07

Andrea 09/05 | TS
Barry 01/06 | TS
Chantal 31/07 | TS
Dean 13/08 | Cat 5
Erin 15/08 | TS
Felix 01/09 | Cat 5
Gabrielle 08/09 | TS
Humberto 12/09 | Cat 1
Ingrid 12/09 | TS
Ten 21/09 | TS
Jerry 23/09 | TS
Karen 25/09 | TS
Lorenzo 27/09 | Cat 1
Melissa 29/09 | TS
Fifteen 11/10 | TS
Noel 28/10 | TS
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Coastal News

Cape Coral has
issued a record
8,778 citations
and warnings for
water violations.
This has made the
city one of the
most aggressive
enforcers of re-
strictions
throughout South
Florida and has
won the city
praise from utili-
ties.

The Pink Shell
Beach Resort and
Spa, Fort Myers
Beach, and the
South Seas Island
Resort of Captiva
Island have both
completed extensive
renovations and
reopened. The
South Seas Resort
was closed following
Hurricane Charley in
2004.

The city of
Clearwater is
seeking a patent
on a remote
control device it
has developed
which has allowed
police officers to
control and
override traffic
signals from up to
1,000 ft away.

Pinellas County Commis-
sioners have approved
an ordinance allowing
more hotel rooms per
acre in a bid to attract
bigger name hotels and
allow existing hotels to
expand. In the last three
years 4,100 hotel rooms
have disappeared from
the beaches to be re-
place by condos occupied
mainly by snowbirds.
While Snowbirds make a
highly important contri-
bution to the local econ-
omy, a year round tour-
ist trade must also be
present.

West Palm Beach is
now under a mandate
from the West Palm
Beach County Health
Department to hire
independent experts
to assess and repair
its water treatment
plant following a
recent faecal bacteria
contamination
problem resulting in a
10-day boil-water
order lifted on
October 7th.
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New Green Community

Taylor Woodrow is planning a new environmentally
friendly community in Sarasota known as Pacifico. It will
be designed by Ervin Lovett & Miller, Jacksonville based
design consultants, with commitment to preservation of
open space. With properties built to the Florida Green
Building Council standards more than half of the 80 acre
development will remain as open space around the single-
family and multi-family residential dwellings. Pacifico is
located near the gateway to Siesta Key, and will range in
cost from $500,000 to $1 million.

Insects to the Rescue

Battle royal has commenced in the Everglades between
the Honduran Fly Lixadmontia Franki (the goodies) and
Mexican bromeliad weevil Metamasius Callizona (the bad-
dies). The weevil is attacking air plants growing in the
Everglades and State parks. As a direct result of the
weevil the Giant Airplant and the Cardinal airplant have
been placed on the endangered list. The L. Franki fly will
lay eggs at the tunnel entrance of where the M.Callizona
have laid eggs. The fly larvae will then attack the weevil
larvae, and prevent damage to the airplant. The L.Franki
flies have been released in Loxahatchee Park, as it best
replicates the environmental requirements of the Hondu-
ran fly.

Florida Lotto Winning Numbers

10/27/2007 13 - 20 - 33 - 38 - 41 - 45
10/24/2007 08 - 29 - 30 - 41 - 42 - 46
10/20/2007 02 - 15 - 21 - 32 - 45 - 53
10/17/2007 06 - 31 - 32 - 41 - 44 - 47
10/13/2007 05 - 14 - 25 - 30 - 33 - 46
10/10/2007 10 - 11 - 18 - 28 - 37 - 50
10/06/2007 14 - 33 - 34 - 35 - 38 - 46
10/03/2007 05 - 14 - 17 - 28 - 36 - 39

emigration issues such as
health insurance, school,
property taxes, mortgages,
lifestyle issues etc

Independent Emigration and Property Specialist

* Examine the implication of

Advice, information, briefings, consultations
Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk

Andrew Bartlett

*Discuss the EB5 visa options
that allow permanent residency
for work or retirement. Is it vi-
able, which projects suited them
best, what are the pros & cons?

* Selling/Buying property in
Florida?

Find out where Brits go wrong
and overpay.

0207 096 1227




Florida Homes and Travel

November 2007

Old-fashioned, fun ways to discover Florida

The fast-paced lifestyle and
modern-day attractions en-
tice many visitors to venture
to the shores of Florida. But
for those looking for a blast
to the past, Florida has some
hidden treasures that are
reminiscent of a time when
saddle shoes were the
grooviest thing, rock and roll
was in its infancy and a gal-
lon of gas was only 27 cents.

Old-fashioned ice cream par-
lors offer a favorite frozen
treat that will never go out of
style. Sloan’s, a West Palm
Beach classic, is decorated in
retro décor and serves up
creative concoctions like
Mom’s Apple Pie and Cookie
Monster made from all natu-
ral ingredients. This old-time
goodie with a modern edge
has only been open since
1999, but will transport din-
ers back to their childhoods.
Initially serving as Dade
City’s pharmacy and soda
fountain, Tropical Breeze is
still frequented by some of its
original customers from the
'50s. Customers can re-live
old times while enjoying one
of the 22 flavors of home-
made ice cream, floats,
shakes or a classic banana
split.

Alongside a soda jerk and
jukeboxes, The Old Time
Soda Fountain, nestled in
downtown Apalachicola, is a
hot spot for cool treats with a
‘50s atmosphere. Over the

years, a full lunch menu of
savory sandwiches has been
added to complement its
malts and floats. Jaxson’s Ice
Cream in Dania Beach has
been satisfying sweet tooth's
in the Fort Lauderdale area
for 49 years and is famous
for their wacky “Kitchen Sink”
item. Servers fill an actual
kitchen sink full with a hand-
picked ice cream creation,
which serves about 20!

A great place for a first date
in the '50s proved to be the
drive-in movies — more than
150 dotted the Sunshine
State. Although they are few
and far between these days,
some locations are still rolling
and well worth the trip. The
Thunderbird Drive-In in Fort
Lauderdale is the largest
drive-in theatre in America.
Originally opened in 1963,
The Thunderbird has 13
screens of varying sizes and
is open year-round. Persever-
ing through the years, The
Silver Moon Drive-In has
been a popular Lakeland
weekend hang-out since
1948. The two screens have
been showing the latest films
and serving up hot pizza at
the snack bar for decades.
Get there early if you want a
good spot- it tends to sell out
on the weekends. The Lake
Worth Drive-In is the last
outdoor cinema standing in
Palm Beach County. In its
day, more than 400 cars

would line up to catch new
releases projected on to the
solo screen in 1967. Near
Tampa, the Ruskin Drive-In
Theatre was one of the very
first to install local vicinity
radio broadcast systems to
deliver movie soundtracks via
AM radio. However, they
don’t break tradition and
maintain the window speak-
ers because, "It just wouldn't
be a Drive-In without the
speakers.” Tampa’s Fun-Lan
Drive-In proves to be an as-
set, along with “Chuck,” now
in his 70’s, who has been
working there since opening
day in 1950. For half a cen-
tury, Fun-Lan’s three
screens, along with all of
Florida’s timeless drive-ins,
have been entertaining the
masses. Better yet, admis-
sion to all of these locations
costs less than a large pop-
corn in most multiplex thea-
tres, ranging from $3 - $5.

If you are jumpin’ to jive,
cruise over to the St. Pete
Pier for a great time reminis-
cent of high school prom.
Bring your gang or your main
squeeze to the “Oldies but
Goodies” Dance held every
Wednesday, except for the
fifth week of the month, year
-round. Sounds of Big Band
music from The Ron Ber-
ringer Trio and The Down-
towners are free and open to
all who want to take a trip
down memory lane.

UK based Tour Operator/
Travel Agent with
own Management Team in
Orlando

Florida Holidays

Need More Rentals?

Tel: 0870 382 5051

www.florida-holidays.co.uk

ABTA & ATOL Protected 6787

Looking To Change

Management
Company?
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“Servers fill
an actual
kitchen sink
full with a
hand picked
ice cream

creation!”

[ Yours MINE “OURS |

H_RED

Thunderbird Drive-in , Ford
Lauderdale. The largest
drive-in in America.

“A great
place for a
first date in
the '50s
proved to
be the drive

-in movies.”
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Property Tax in
Florida is
constitutionally
a local tax,

administered,

levied and

collected by

local officials.
Single Family | $802.8
Multi-Family | $71.3
Agricultural $12.1
Vacant Lots $68.7
ggrr;;:ultural $9.5
v | 52529
Government | $29
property | $18°
Tangible
Personal $97.2
Property

Upon receiving
the request the
property ap-
praiser shall
confer with the
taxpayer re-
garding the
correctness of

the assessment

Property Taxes

It is that time of year again
when property tax bills fall on
the doormat, so we thought
we would look at the system,
how it works, and what to do
if you disagree with your
assessment.

The property tax in Florida is
constitutionally a local tax,
administered, levied and
collected by local officials.
Statutorily, the Department
of Revenue has been
assigned the task of
determining that local
officials are complying with
the law, resolving any com-
pliance issues that may arise,
and aiding and assisting local
government in their duties.

Property Appraisers are
locally elected officials
responsible for determining
just, or market, value of all
property based on highest,
and best use of the property,
and sales of similar property
during the prior year.
Locally elected governing
boards determine the
revenue which must be
collected as part of their
budget setting process.
Millage rates are established
based on property tax
revenue required for
operating expenses.

TRIM (Truth in Millage) stat-
utes provide for the “rolled-
back rate”, the millage levy
by each local government

determined to represent no
tax increase. Individual TRIM
notices are sent to all
property owners stating taxes
due under each government’s
proposed levy and that gov-
ernments rolled-back rate.
There must also be a public
meeting at which the final
millage rate and budget will
be adopted.

Taxpayers who object to their
assessment may appeal to
the Value Adjustment Board
(VAB). This board consists of
three elected members of the
governing body of the county
and two elected members of
the school board. Either the
property appraiser or the tax-
payer may appeal the VAB’'s
decision in circuit court.

Tax bills are prepared and
distributed by the tax
collector around the first of
November for complete pay-
ment by March 30th. Early
payment discounts are
available of 4% for payment
in November, 3% in Decem-
ber, 2% in January and 1%
in February. Property taxes
constitute a first lien on the
property assessed if not paid
and the property is subse-
quently sold.

Payment is made to the tax
collector. Tax certificates are
sold for all property on which
tax payments are delinquent.
After two years, a tax deed
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may be sold for property on
which taxes have not been
paid. This is how many over-
seas owners have lost their
homes. It can happen that
the tax collector has only the
Short Term Rental address on
file, not the owners home
address, and the owner be-
lieves that the taxes are paid
by others, such as the mort-
gage, or management com-
pany and fails to receive or
expect the bills.

Any taxpayer who objects to
the assessment placed on his
property may request the
property appraiser to infor-
mally confer with him. Upon
receiving the request, the
property appraiser, or a
member of his staff, shall
confer with the taxpayer
regarding the correctness of
the assessment. If this
process fails to resolve the
problem, then the taxpayer
can petition the VAB.

The Department of Revenue
is responsible for distributing
the forms for petitioning the
VAB. These can be
downloaded from the DoR
website.

The petition may be filed at
any time during the taxable
year on or before the 25th
day following notification of
tax assessment.

Tel: 01273 202071
Fax: 01273 327872

John A Tuffin & Co

Chartered Accountants

12/13 ship Street
Brighton, BN1 1AD

Experts in UK Taxation of income from Foreign Property , Chargeable
gains, UK Wills, probate & Estate Planning.
Please calRogerTuffinwith any questions or to discuss your needs.

Email:rtuffin@jat.co.uld
Web: www.jat.co.uk



mailto:mailto:rtuffin@jat.co.uk
http://www.jat.co.uk
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Small Claims

Florida has a Small Claims
court system similar to our
own set up for Civil cases
where the amount in dispute
is $5,000 or less. This is the
system to use for cases of
property damage, breach of
contract, product liability or
fraud cases for instance.

You don’t need an Attorney
unless your case is particu-
larly complicated. Filing fees
vary in accordance with the
amount in dispute, and
nature of complaint, but are
not hugely expensive.

The first step of resolving
your dispute is to send a let-
ter of "Demand”. This
should include:

= A summary of the
facts.

= What you see as the
damages.

= A clear request that the
other party pay up by a
specified date.

If this is successful you may
be asked by the other party
to sign a “release”, giving
up further claims.

If this is not successful you
will need to file a suit. This
should be done in the County
Court of the county either
where the incident took
place, or where the defen-
dant/business is located.

To file the claim you will need
all the information, contracts,
receipts, copies of letters etc
pertaining to the case. You
will then need to set out all
the facts in a clear narrative
and attach all supporting
paperwork as exhibits. Once
filed you will receive a case
number and trial date.

An important aspect is to be
clear of the legal name of the
person/business you are try-
ing to sue. Only a corpora-
tion can be sued in the
company name, if you are
suing an individual or
partner, use the person’s
name. Be sure to have their
current address and
telephone number also dis-
played on the paperwork.

The court will then send the
defendant a copy of the com-
plaint by certified mail which
will include a Summons or
Notice to Appear at the
court on the date and time
specified when the case was
filed.

This date will be a Pre-Trial
Conference and you should
be prepared to present your
case. If both parties are pre-
sent and unable to settle
their dispute, Mediation may
be ordered. Mediation is an
informal and unadversarial
process with the aim of help-
ing the two parties reach mu-
tually acceptable agreement.
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Mediation preserves privacy
and protects credit ratings.

If the dispute cannot be set-
tled by pre-trial conference or
mediation, then a court date
is set. You must appear at
the court with your documen-
tation and witnesses if appro-
priate.

Either party can request a
jury be present—the plaintiff
must make the request at the
time of filing, the defendant
has 5 days after receipt of
the notice of the court case in
which to request a jury.

If you are successful there
are several ways of collecting
a judgment. The court does
not collect the money for
you.

You can place a lien on the
defendants real property,
when the property is sold you
will recover the amount
owed. Lien’s must be re-
newed every 5 years.

You can garnish assets from
savings or checking accounts
by setting up a payment
plan.

A Writ of Execution is a
more drastic remedy whereby
a judgment creditor can seize
the debtor’s property, have it
appraised and sold to satisfy
the debt. You will have to
pay incidental expenses, but
these should be recoverable.

British American Property Solutions INC

www.britishamericanproperties.com

The Florida One Stop Service for-

. Buying or Selling Real Estate
. Home Inspections
U Currency Exchange, Mortgage + Tax Partners

Contact: John McLoughlin +1 407 666 3279

john@britishamericanproperties.com
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Small Claims
Court
(sometimes
called "Peoples
Court") provides
expeditious,
informal and
inexpensive
adjudication of

small debts.

Contact your
local County
Court Clerk for
help with filing a
claim in the
Small Claims
Court. See your
County Court
website for

contact details.



http://www.britishamericanproperties.com
mailto:john@britishamericanproperties.com
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Kwik E Mart
Universal Studios

“Yes, yes I

Theme Park News

Gaylord Palms Resort has
chosen Give Kids The
World as a charity partner
for its Christmas program.
The Kissimmee resort,
located five minutes from
Walt Disney World theme
parks, features the Best of
Florida Christmas.
Marquee attractions in-
clude an outdoor ice skat-
ing rink, and ICE!, a walk-
through attraction hand-
carved from two million
pounds of ice. As part of
the partnership, Gaylord
will provide a donation to
the organization for every
full-price child's ticket sold
to ICE!, a walk-through

Kwik E Stop

Universal Studios has opened
Kwik-E-Mart, the corner shop

holiday attraction hand-
carved from nearly two
million pounds of ice. Dur-
ing the run of the event,
Nov. 19 to Jan. 3, a mini-
mum of $10,000 will be
donated to the charity.
The ICE! attraction is
carved by a team of 40
artisans from Harbin,
China. In addition to
ICE!, Best of Florida
Christmas (Nov. 19-Jan.
3) highlights include:

* ICE! Skating: A larger
outdoor skating rink offer-
ing a holiday tradition
common only in northern
climates.

Universal Studios
will celebrate the
festive season with

from the Simpsons, next to the
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* "Luminescence - A
Christmas Fantasy" Stage
Show: A heartwarming
tale with inspired music
that is as edgy as it is
classic. Part rock and roll
show, part holiday tale,
part aerial exhibition,
"Luminescence" will bring
a sense of joy, awe and
wonderment to the holiday
season.

* Hidden Holiday Gnome
Hunt, featuring The Roam-
ing Gnome: Families can
hunt throughout the
Gaylord Palms atriums to
spot cleverly hidden
gnomes

Look out for a
gingerbread house big
enough to walk through

its now annual
Macy’s parade
complete with

future site of the Simpsons ride,
even though it won't be open
for another 5 months. Display-

this holiday season! The
enormous confectionary
house is within the lobby

know the

procedure for

armed ing adverts for "I can't believe Macy’s certified of Disney’s Grand Floridian
it's not Lard” and “Krusty Kough Santa direct from Resort. If that doesn’t
robbery, I Syrup” in the windows, items the Big Apple. take your fancy there is a
work in a currently on sale are restricted There will be giant life size carousel made of

to the usual Simpson’s theme
park style souvenirs. As the

balloon floats,
clowns, marching

gingerbread and chocolate

convenience in the lobby of Disney’s

store, you opening of the ride draws near bands, not Beach Club Resort!
Know” you can e.xpect to. see Buzz fo.rgett.mg .Santa Mickey’s Very Merry
cola, Squishee Drinks (We now with his reindeer. Christmas Party kicks off
Apu: Kwik-E- use government approved food For any fan of on November 12th
| H .
Mart owner dyes!) and Duff branded energy  Miracle on 34th Tickets are required for

Street this will be
a ‘must see’!

drinks on sale. the after hours parties.

Stop!\WilllyourinextiguestitrashiyouraVilla?;

@ Search to see if guest has been identified by a previous owner
® Check if rental email is a known scam
® Add your previous guests who you would not have back

Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: graham@ownerwatch.com
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Weird News

Best Laid Plans...

If you were planning a robbery you might give a little thought to: method, get-
away; storing the booty—possibly? Not our would be thief who struck at the
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel at Maitland. He arrived and checked into a room and
then returned to the reception area with a shirt around his waist to indicate he
was hiding a gun. So far so good on the checklist. He demanded all the money in
the till, and that the receptionist remove her clothes—surely not necessary, but
helps you to look in charge. And then suddenly, life gets in the way of the plan.
Another guest arrives to check in, and whilst unloading luggage spots the thief.
The spooked thief attempts to flea using his getaway vehicle—a bike! Police lo-
cated the man riding furiously down the road with money flying out from his
trusty storage - his socks! After a little ‘resisting arrest’ the hapless suspect was

detained! Better planning next time!

One too Many?

A young Volusia County couple woke one Sunday
morning and were surprised to find they had an unin-
vited guest asleep on their sofa. Hugo Acosta, 22, had
broken in through a locked window, helped himself to
sheets from the linen store close to the couple’s bed-
room, stripped to his boxers, put his wallet on the ta-
ble, and bedded down! The homeowner turned on the
light and asked Acosta what he was doing. Acosta
woke up, looked at him, and then went right back to
sleep! It was believed he stumbled in when a local bar
closed. He was still sleeping when deputies arrived to
arrest him. He was then held on a $5,000 bond.

Ne xt Mont hé

Home Owner Associations

The laws which govern
them and their role in
managing your subdivision.

m

florildahomesonly.com

Next

Diversify your property portfolio and

Ice Fire?

One wouldn’t necessarily
think of an Ice Ware-
house as being very com-
bustible. However, over
100 firefighters were re-
quired to battle a fire in
the Ice Magic Warehouse.
Along with Ice bars, ice
sculptures, and ice center
pieces for corporate cli-
ents, acrylic items are
also manufactured and it
could be that aspect that
caused the explosion and
flames.

Mont hé

Garden Landscaping

Drought tolerant plants,
year round colour and
draining problem areas.

invest in Long Term Rental opportunities.

# Full Broker/management capability

# Consider converting STR to Long Term rental

# Contact us now to find out more

www._floridahomesonly.com

Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: Graham@floridahomesonly.com
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Truckin’ Clever

Audacious is the word
that springs to mind for
this criminal. The owner
of a towing company
customised (pimping)
one of his lorries to hide
a trap door. He would
then drive to a fuel
station and pull up over
the underground supply
tank and siphon off
hundreds of gallons of
fuel whilst pretending to
tinker under the hood!
He was so good at this
deception that even in
broad daylight no one
knew what he was up to.
Police believe that he has
stolen around 10,000
gallons a week since
January, to resell through
his towing business!

Tasteless Outfit

A reveller who had
dressed up as a terrorist
called Osceola County
officials to say a package
may have fallen out of his
car near a Osceola
County construction site
while he was driving
home from a Halloween
party. A portion of U.S.
Highway 192 was then
closed off for more than
three hours while police
investigated the fake
bomb device, and
neighbours were also
asked to evacuate. What
appeared to be sticks of
dynamite connected to a
timer was later found to
be harmless.
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www.carhireflorida.net

All Prices shown are per week:

Alamo: All Inclusive Package; CDW, Extended Protection ($1 million), Third Party
Liability, Sales & State Tax, Airport Fees, Unlimited Mileage and only one driver,
pay for fuel on arrival. Prices shown reflect current upgrade offers and prices:

Economy 2 door £98 Intermediate 4 door £108 Luxury 4 door £163
Economy 4 door £101 Full size 2 door £116 Convertible 2 seater £163
Compact 2 door £105 Full size 4 door £119 Minivan 8 seater £180
Compact 4 door £108 Premium 4 door £153 Chevrolet Equinox £122
Intermediate 2 door £105 Minivan 7 seater £153 Sport Utility £124

Budget: Gold package; CDW, LDW, ALI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited
mileage and one additional (over 25) driver, Fuel: collect full and return full.

Current Budget offer: Upgrade from Compact to Intermediate, Intermediate to Full size & Full size to
Premium. ( Not Christmas or Easter) Pre-Registration at Orlando & Sanford

Economy 2 door £99 Intermediate 4 door £123 Luxury 4 door £168
Economy 4 door £102 Full size 2 door £128 Convertible 2 seater £168
Compact 2 door £107 Full size 4 door £131 Sport Utility £168
Compact 4 door £110 Premium 4 door £158 Sport Utility 8 Seater £199
Intermediate 2 door  £120 Minivan 7 seater £158

Dollar: All Inclusive package: CDW, LDW, SLI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited
mileage and one additional (over 25) driver, pay for initial tank on arrival.

Economy 2 door £107 Intermediate 4 door £116 Luxury 4 door £173
Economy 4 door £109 Full size 2 door £124 Convertible 2 seater £173
Compact 2 door £113 Full size 4 door £129 Minivan 8 seater £183
Compact 4 door £116 Premium 4 door £163 Sport Utility £173
Intermediate 2 door  £113 Minivan 7 seater £166

We can also arrange young driver packages, Sat Nav units & discounts for long stay.

Please email Elle, admin@carhireflorida.net or call; 01428 741438 or 0500 50 50 87

Travel Insurance HELP - '_I"PARK.tom

From Columbus

Gatwick Airport’s only

Annual Family Policy frofv1.49 Meet and greet Valet Parking
, service
Couples Policy frofa68.09 15 days for £118.
Please call Columbus Travel Insurance $n As reviewed by this paper.
0800 980 103@Quoting FHAT 0870 300 6009
www.help-me-park.com
www.floridahomesandtravel.com, FHANDT1 is promo code.

aSt SO0 ac¢NY @St ILyadzNJ- yéslé o)

Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK

01428 741 438 011 441 428 741 438 fhandt@btopenworld.com
Www.floridahomesandtravel.com www.carhireflorida.net
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