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Widespread Tax Reform on Horizon?

Under the Florida constitu-
tion a highly powerful
committee is commis-
sioned every 20 years to
look at all aspects of cur-
rent taxation and make
suggestions for reform.
The reason for its power is
that its recommendations
can go straight on to the
November ballot for voter
approval. The current
Florida Taxation and
Budget Reform Committee
was appointed last May
and has now made its rec-
ommendations.

First up is a sweeping
property tax cut which
could take 25% off home-
owners’ property tax bill
taking effect in 2011. The
bill would eliminate $9.6
billion that school districts
are required to levy to
qualify for funds from
State government. The bill
includes a 1% increase in
sales tax, projected to
raise $3 billion per annum,
and widens the sales tax
base by repealing tax free
status from some goods
and services. Currently
haircuts, lawyers, opera
and ballet tickets are just
some of the tax free items
under the spotlight to re-
place the money for edu-
cation. A further provision
in the plan would cap an-
nual assessment increases
for business and second
homes of just 5%. This
measure has already been
approved to go onto the
ballot.

The commission’s second
proposal is a constitu-
tional amendment that
would place a rigid cap on
state spending. The Tax-
payer Protection Amend-
ment caps taxation and
spending at what advo-
cates state is the com-
mon-sense rate of
“inflation plus population
growth.” Excess revenue
above the limit is depos-
ited into a ‘rainy day’
fund, and once the limit
of that fund is reached, is
returned to residents and
businesses in the form of
tax cuts. Opponents of
the plan such as the
AARP (American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons -
a strong non partisan lob-
byist group), point to
Colorado, another state
to introduce such rigid
measures. Since that
time, 100,000 older resi-
dents have lost home-
stead exemptions. Roads
apparently crumbled, ser-
vices were cancelled, tui-
tion fees soared, and tell-
ingly, taxpayers voted to
suspend the plan so that
they could fix the dam-
age. Opponents also be-
lieve that the cap would
stifle the state’s ability to
dig deep into revenue
when the economy re-
bounds, in the event of
another natural disaster.
Recently the state has
bailed out Citizens Insur-
ance Corp, and created
the Hurricane Catastro-
phe Fund (CAT Fund) us-

ing money that was in
effect windfall money
from the previous hous-
ing market boom. This
proposal is subject to a
vote by the commission
on April 4th determining
if it will be on the ballot.

All this comes against a
backdrop of budget
slashing as forecast reve-
nues fail to materialise.
The current 2007-08
budget was trimmed by
$1 billion in the autumn
and faces further cuts
before lawmakers can
get on with considering
the $70 billion budget
for 2008-09 proposed by
Governor Crist in Janu-
ary. Amy Baker, director
of the Office of Economic
and Demographic Re-
search, says $400 -
$600 million in recurring
spending must be cut
immediately to help with
shortfalls of over
$1billion each fiscal year
for the next four years.

The finger of blame for
the shortfalls can be
firmly pointed at the
housing market. Docu-
mentary stamp taxes
generated $4 billion in
2005 - 06, that fell to
$2.3 billion this year.
There has also been a
trend toward slower
population growth. This
slowed to 1.8% annual
growth in 2007 whilst it
had hovered between 2%
and 2.6% since the mid
1990’s.
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From the Editor

We are continuing to re-
ceive survey forms, so we
have extended the due
date to 15th April. Please
do take the time to com-
plete the form if you have
not already done so. It
shouldn’t take too long,
and the information we
can compile from your re-
turn is helpful on two lev-
els. Firstly, your opinion
of your management com-
pany will be very useful for
other owners looking for a
recommended manage-
ment company, and also
provides contact details for
over 100 companies. In
the last month we have
had to send out new cop-
ies of the 2007 survey to
several owners who sud-

denly found themselves
looking for new manage-
ment, and this can happen
at any time for all sorts of
reasons least expected.
Secondly, the information
about running your home
is useful both to newer
owners to see what should
be expected, but also as a
check point for you to be
certain that your costs are
average. If you need a
new form, please just give
us a ring and we can send
out a new one by email/
fax/post.

We continue to respond to
your requests for article
with this month’s focus on
Mortgage refinancing on
page 6 and average home
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insurance premiums on
page 5 . Interestingly,
when Tim looked at this
article he was stunned to
see that the cheapest
premium was 3 times our
initial premium back in
2002!

We will be travelling to
the Florida Keys for our
much deserved break this
month. Thank you to
everyone who contributed
suggestions for things we
can’t miss, we will try to
get round as many as
possible! The office will
be open as usual and
Kate and Emma will be
happy to help you.

Ele Hubbard

Moneycorp U S Dollar Update

The Dollar reacted posi-
tively when the Fed cut
interest rates to 2.25 per
cent in March. Some com-
mentators see this as the
beginning of the end for
the two year (or is it the
six year?) trend of Dollar
weakness. Others are
more cautious. They see
it, in the words of Mr
Churchill, as maybe the
end of the beginning. The
US economy is still suffer-
ing from the same old
problems. House prices

are falling and even the
most credit-worthy bor-
rowers are finding it diffi-
cult to secure finance.
Consumer confidence is at
a five-year low. The situa-
tion will not change over-
night. Only when other
economies and currencies
feel the same pain will the
game change. With the
possible exception of the
British Pound that has not
happened yet. Sterling
might not be going back to
$2.11 in a hurry but nei-

ther is it rushing towards
$1.75 any time soon.

Subscribers to Florida
Homes and Travel who
open a Trading Facility will
have Moneycorp’s £15 fee
waived for all transactions
they complete with them
and will receive a Privilege
Card entitling them to com-
mission free currency and a
1% improvement on the
exchange rate at any of the
TTT Moneycorp currency
exchange bureaux loca-
tions. Tel: 0207589 3000

American Accountant

for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing. ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice. FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling.

Jan Marie Doughty CPA (Certified Public Accountant)

has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fourteen
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund &
8288-B applications, ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.

Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA for a chat or further details
Florida Property & Business Services LLC
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 1UZ England
or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach FL 32931 Tel/fax 001 321 784 8329
website www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com

Tel/fax 01243 536026



http://www.floridapbs.com/
mailto:FPBS@FloridaPBS.com

Florida Homes and Travel

News Roundup

Orlando International is
trialling a new queuing
method for security check
points. They have split
the lines into three, with
a line for families and
disabled users, one for
casual travellers and one
for experienced speedy
travellers. The method
has been in successful
use at Salt Lake City, and
is designed to allow those
who take a little longer to
fold up pushchairs or
wheel chairs to be able to
do so without pressure
from those travelling
light.

Orlando-based Darden
Restaurants, the
nation's largest casual-
dining restaurant chain
in terms of total sales,
reports an 18 percent
increase in its third-
quarter profit, boosted
by the sale of its
Smokey Bones
barbecue chain and
strong sales at its Olive
Garden restaurants.

Passengers travelling
through London Gatwick
will be able to carry
more than one bag
through security from
March 31. DOT's cabin
baggage size restrictions
still apply (maximum
56cm tall, 45cm wide
and 25cm deep).

A lovely new coffee table
book has been published
in Florida titled Historic
Photos of Florida Tourist
Attractions by Steve
Rajtar. With around 200
photos of many long
passed attractions the
book could make an
interesting addition to
your villal RRP is
$39.95, but it is available
for $33.80 on
Amazon.com.

Human error caused a
chain reaction along the
East coast of Florida
resulting in a power
outage that effected
approximately 3 million
people. The outage, as
we went to press last
month, knocked out
power to a nuclear plant
as well as causing rolling
cuts from the Florida Keys
right up to Daytona and
some parts of Osceola.
The temperatures that
day were averaging in the
80’s! The human error
was an engineer
investigating a
malfunctioning switch.

Attorney General Bill
McCollum announced on
March 11th that his Eco-
nomic Crimes Division
reached a resolution with
two cruise lines over the
imposition of a fuel sup-
plement on cruise pas-
sengers. Royal Carib-
bean Cruise Lines and
Celebrity Cruises have
agreed to refund $21
million to consumers
nationwide who were
charged the fuel sur-
charge after they had
booked their cruise. Un-
der the agreements all
consumers who were
retroactively charged a
fuel supplement will be
refunded the full cost of
the surcharge. Consum-
ers who have not yet
sailed will receive their
refund as an on-board
credit.

American Airlines is to
close its operations at
Gatwick after 26 years.
It is to use the Open-
Skies agreement to focus
its efforts at Heathrow.
The final service from
Gatwick to Dallas will be
on April 13th.

Average Mortgage Rates

With O pts Jan Feb
Fixed 30yr 5.48% 5.97%
Adjustable 1 yr |4.99% 4.99%
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CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

For trend indication only.

Home Inspection Services

Source: www.freddiemac.com
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HOME INSPECTIONS

AL

&
The CHARTERED

British Chartered Surveyor located in Florida carrying out
specialist Home Inspections for buyers, realtors and investors.
Insurance and new build inspections also carried out.

Contact John McLoughlin

UK: 001 407 666 3279 Www.homeinspectionforyou.com

INSTITUTE OF
BUILDING

USA: 407 666 3279

Gas prices spiked to the
highest ever levels in
Central Florida at the
end of March reaching
an average of $3.34 per
gallon of regular
unleaded.

Governor Crist made a
historical change to the
annual State of the State
address made at the in-
auguration of the current
Legislative Session.
Normally the address is
made in the morning,
but Crist asked that it be
made in the evening so
that more Floridians
could view it.

Unexpected rains dur-
ing January and Febru-
ary have kept drought
conditions from getting
worse in Central Flor-
ida.

Publix Super Markets
published record annual
earnings for 2007 of
$1.2 billion.

Florida Bomb Squad offi-
cers had to evacuate 20
stores on Vineland Road
after staff arrived at the
Happy Nails and Spa to
find a grenade had been
thrown through the door.
The grenade was found
not to be live and atten-
tion is now on discover-
ing the perpetrator.

American Airlines had to
cancel 9 flights in or out
of Orlando International
on Thursday 27th March,
part of over 400 around
the country that were
cancelled to allow Ameri-
can and Delta Airlines to
perform inspections of
wire bundles on its MD-
80 jets.
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Florida Power and Light
have been given the go
ahead to build two nu-
clear reactors by the
Public Services Commis-
sion. FPL are expected to
file an application as
early as May to start
charging customers for
the build. It is predicted
that the project will add
a maximum monthly
cost of $6 to customer
bills. The plants are due
to start outputting power
in 2018.

Delta airlines has an-
nounced plans to slash
the number of seats it
flies to Orlando by as
much as 49% by June
as part of a national
retrenchment following
increasing fuel costs
and slumping economy.

The Tax and Budget Re-
form Committee has
placed an option on the
ballot for November that
would reduce property
taxes for waterfront
properties from market
value calculated at ‘best
use’ to a lesser rate of
current use. Currently a
small marina can be
taxed at the rate that
could be levied if the
space was occupied by
condominiums for in-
stance.

The latest innovation in
real estate spreading to
Orlando from South
Florida is Foreclosure
Bus Tours. Interested
parties pay a $ amount
for a bus tour of suit-
able properties in fore-
closure that could be
snapped up.
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A report commissioned by the

Kissimmee Convention and

Visitors Bureau and prepared

by the Dick Pope Sr. Institute fia
for Tourism Studies has
identified 7,811 vacation
homes in Osceola county
Alone. A survey of 40
homeowners, 113 guests and
15 property managers has
shown that the resort homes
contribute over $1.6 billion to
the economy. Homeowners
generate $554 million in direct,
indirect and “induced” spending
each year, with renters
generating $1.1 billion in
spending. The Osceola county
homes support 20,625 jobs

right through the economy,
with an average annual wage of
$29,886. Around $172 million
in indirect business taxes,
including $96 million that stays
with local and state
government. While renters
spend an average of $2,566 on
accommodation and more than
$1,500 at theme parks, owners
spend more money on food and
beverages and shopping:
$1,803 and $862 respectively.
Jeff %hage, Executive Director
or the CFVRM welcomed the
findings as “a great indication
of how vibrant the vacation-
rental market is in the Central
Florida area.”

gr e
indication of
how vibrant

the vacation-

rental market
is in the
Central

Fl orida a

Attorney General Bill McCollum and Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Commissioner Gerald Bailey announced that a former vice president and a former
account executive for one of the nationds | argest
charged with operating a mortgage fraud scheme that spanned more than two
years and involved loans in Hillsborough, Pinellas and Polk counties. Orson Benn,
former vice president of Argent Mortgage Company and Constance Golder, an
account executive, were part of an elaborate scheme to defraud that included two
mortgage brokers, David Tuggle, Jr., and Eric Steinhauser, who were also charged.
The four individuals will be prosecuted by the
Statewide Prosecution.

Zoom Airlines has announced that it will be operating a new route from London
Gatwick to Fort Lauderdale in Florida for 2008. From May, Zoom will be the first
scheduled airline in 10 years to offer flights from any European airport to the
sunshine resort. Zoom will be introducing a twice weekly service from Gatwick
with flights departing on Thursdays and Sundays. Fares start at £399 return
including all taxes and charges, although currently a special offer is showing for
£299. Zoom'’s full service flights include a meal, snack and in-flight entertainment.
Zoom has operated full-service, low-cost flights from the UK to Canada for the last
three years and was granted permission this year to operate from London Gatwick
as an official UK carrier to the United States. You can also sign up for an email
newsletter giving alerts of deals and promotions. For further information please
see www.flyzoom.com or call 0870 240 0055.

Frontline Florida Realty Inc

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from
the UK and have done what you want to do.

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.
Need a loan? Want to move to Florida? We can help with these too!!
In UK call: 0871 900 8830 In Florida Call: 407 832 4888
Or call Free in the US: 1 877 438 6815

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost

Attor
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Insurance

There are currently only four insurers
offering Short Term Rental home insur-
ance in Florida: American Strategic In-
surance, United Property & Casualty,
Bankers Insurance Group and Florida
Family. It is absolutely essential that
you ensure/monitor the continuation of
your policy from year to year. A lapse
in cover usually means the companies
will not offer insurance again until the
property has been out of the STR mar-
ket for 12 months, and this has hap-
pened - beware!

We asked Camille Gentles of Florida
Chartered Insurance Group to prepare
average quotes for us based on a 3 bed
2 bath built in 2005, with a pool and
screen in Osceola County. Florida Char-
tered are not appointed to write policies
for Florida Family at this time, but have
provided quotes for the other three
companies.

Coverage:

Dwelling: $250,000
Other Structures: $5000
Personal Property: $35,000
Loss of Use: $25,000
Personal Liability: $300,000
Medical Payment: $5,000

The Endorsements/options on the
quotes included Personal Property Re-
placement Cost, Theft coverage on con-
tents and Screen Enclosure Coverage of
$10,000.

The quotes were also based on $1000
non-hurricane deductible and $5000
(2%) hurricane deductible.

ASI came in with the lowest quote at
$970 for the year. The deductible could
be reduced to $500 for hurricane and
non-hurricane, and that increased the

premium to $1099. ASI are the only
company to offer that option. Bankers
were second at $1050 and United Prop-
erty & Casualty came in at $1142. ASI
and United charge separately for screen
enclosures while Bankers include that in
the dwelling. Bankers requires that
owners have a property manager, and
rentals are for a minimum of 1 week
periods.

In addition to the home insurance pol-
icy, an “Umbrella” policy is recom-
mended for STR’s. This gives owners
an additional $1 million in liability cov-
erage to help with legal costs, medical
expenses and other damages related to
liability claims and lawsuits brought by
visitors to your residence should they
be injured or suffer loss or damage to
their personal property. The cost is
$175 for a home with no pool and $215
for a home with a pool. This policy is
written by ASI and can be added to any
other insurers policy.

Premiums can sometimes be reduced
with credits/discounts:

ASI offer discounts for HIP Roof, burglar
alarm, central fire alarm, gated commu-
nity and if you have an additional prod-
uct. United offers discounts for burglar
and fire alarms, Bankers offers dis-
counts for burglar and fire alarms and
having an additional product.

All of the mentioned companies are
rated A by Demotech.com and ASI re-
cently received an A- rating from A.M’s
Best.

Camille can be reached on 321-832-
0390 or by email:
Camille.gentles@floridachartered.com
Thank you to Camille for her help with
this article.

Orlando: (407) 924-1838
Tarpon Springs: (727) 945-7722

CONNECT

T B s g T R R e s PP G TR
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY

TODAY’'S LOW START RATE OF 3.5%

London: 020 7193 4300
Www.connectms.com

mike@connectms.com
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Session Update

Democratic Sen. Tony Hill,
working since last year
with Republican Senate
President Ken Pruitt, has
led a resolution in which
the Legislature formally
apologizes for the history
of slavery in the state.
The House and Senate
approved the resolution
expressing "profound
regret for the involuntary
servitude of Africans, and
calling for reconciliation
among all Floridians." at
the time of the Civil war in
1860 there were 62,000
slaves in Florida.

The House has passed a
controversial bill
allowing employees and
visitors, with state
issued concealed
weapons permits, to take
their guns to work and
leave them locked in the
car. The Senate is also
expected to approve the
bill.

The Senate Banking and
Insurance Committee are
proceeding with a plan
that will prevent insurance
companies from charging
higher rates before they
have been approved; ends
an arbitration panel which
allows insurers to plead
for higher rates; and sets
out which computer
models they are allowed
to use to profile their
risks. It will also raise
fines for intentionally
flouting state rules and
freeze premiums for
Citizens customers for
another year. The plan is
spearheaded by incoming
Senate President Jeff
Attwater, Republican,
North Palm Beach.
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Mortgage Refinance

The idea of re-financing your mortgage is to get either
a) a better rate, b) a better term or c¢) both. Since the
sub-prime lending crisis which has affected markets
globally, 237 lenders have gone out of business, and
some of those were big companies. There are cur-
rently only 5 lenders in the US willing to do business
with Foreign Nationals. However, it is still worth look-
ing around to see if you can make savings if you have
owned your home for more than a couple of years.

There are two main types of Re-Finances available to
Foreign Nationals in Florida, a Rate and Term Re-
finance and a Cash Out Re-finance.

Both of the above options are most suited to the bor-
rower that has no pre-payment penalty left on their
existing mortgage, or has had the loan for over 2
years, when the pre-payment penalty will not be so
high — Typically mortgages have a 3 year pre-payment
penalty, which is around 2% of the outstanding loan
amount (Not Purchase Price or Appraised Value).

The most popular mortgage for borrowers who rent out
their property is the Option ARM mortgage. This has
the benefit of a lower Start Rate, with the option of
four different payments each month. The MINIMUM
payment (which must be made every month), The IN-
TEREST ONLY payment, PRINCIPAL & INTEREST (30
year term), or PRINCIPAL & INTEREST (15 year term).

The major benefit of this mortgage is CASH FLOW, If
you make the Minimum Payment for the first 11
months, and then in month 12 make an additional pay-
ment to bring the total payments for the year up to the
Interest Only payment, then you would owe no more at
the end of the year than you did at the beginning. If
the majority of your guests are from the UK and pay in
sterling then this option has the benefit that you can
keep your income in a higher interest savings account
and then use once a year to make the additional pay-
ment. Interest is generally higher in UK accounts than
it is in US accounts.

If you only make the Minimum Payment each month,
then you have the possibility of having Deferred Inter-
est on the loan amount, if the Interest Rates go up,
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which would be added to the principal balance of the
loan.

The second option for a Re-Finance is to get a 30 year
or 15 year Fixed Rate Mortgage, which while giving
you the same payment each month, does not allow
you the benefits of the Option ARM.

Both of the above options will allow you to make addi-
tional payments to principal at any time, but may have
a monthly or annual limit.

All Re-Finances come with Closing Costs, these can be
calculated at around 4-4 2 % of the new loan
amount. These Closing Costs will include Broker Fee,
Title Company charges, County Fees for recording the
mortgage and Doc Stamps for the New Mortgage, Sur-
vey (if you don’t have the original), and Bank and Ap-
praisal Fees.

The Rate and Term Re-Finance is the most common
form of Re-Finance, as you are only trying to get a
better rate and or term for the new loan.

You will need to ensure that you have sufficient equity
in your property (be aware that some areas are in a
Declining Market), you will need a Maximum Loan to
Value (LTV) ratio of 70%.

For Example: The Appraised Value = $350,000, Maxi-
mum LTV at 70%, would leave a New Maximum Loan
Amount of $245,000. If you had an existing mortgage
of $200,000, this would be paid off, and the new Clos-
ing Costs, say $6,000 would be added.

The Cash-Out Re-Finance has a Maximum Loan to
Value (LTV) ratio of 65%.

For Example: The Appraised Value = $ 350,000,
Maximum LTV at 65%, would leave a New Maximum
Loan Amount of $227,500. If you had an existing
mortgage of $ 200,000, this would be paid off, and the
new Closing Costs, say $6,000 would be added. This
would give you a Cash-Out amount of $21,500.

Thank you to Mike Dover for his help with this article.

Mike and his wife relocated to Florida in 2002, setting

up Connect Mortgage Systems in 2004. Please see the
ad on page 5 for contact details.

| March 16 - 22 2008 was |
I proclaimed to be
I“Sunshine Week” for

|

|

I
: ' * Examine the implication of
| Florida residents by |

|

|

|

|

|

emigration issues such as
health insurance, school,
property taxes, mortgages,
lifestyle issues etc

iGovernor Crist. The

| proclamation includes
ithe protection of every
: Floridian’s right to
access public records.

Independent Emigration and Property Specialist

*Discuss the EB5 visa options
that allow permanent residency
for work or retirement. Is it vi-
able, which projects suited them
best, what are the pros & cons? and overpay.

Advice, information, briefings, consultations
Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk

Andrew Bartlett

* Selling/Buying property in
Florida?

Find out where Brits go wrong

0207 096 1227
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Vineyard Tours and Wine Tasting

Muscadine grapes (or scup-
pernongs as they are some-
times called) are native to
Florida and were first used
for wine-making by the
French Huguenots and early
Spanish settlers nearly 100
years before wine was made
in California.

They can grow as big as golf
balls and ripen individually
rather than in bunches over a
period of a few weeks in late
August and into September.
The grapes are grown at
vineyards around Florida
where one can visit for free
tasting and a tour.

The Chautauqua Winery
chose its name because De-
Funiak Springs was home to
the permanent Winter As-
sembly of the Chautauqua
Assembly from Chautauqua
County, New York from 1885
to 1928. Many turn of the
century homes and the Chau-
tauqua "Hall of Brotherhood"
still stand, gracing the shores
of a perfectly round lake that
is the centre of the city.

The 40-acre vineyard was
planted in 1979 and is lo-
cated 12 miles north of DeFu-
niak Springs. The varieties of
grapes grown by Chautau-
qua, Carlos (white) and Nobel
(red) are improved varieties
selected and propagated from
native muscadine grapes. A
mechanical picker is used to
harvest the grapes in the cool
morning hours and the

grapes are then delivered to
the winery for crushing, usu-
ally within a couple of hours
of picking. This cool picking
and rapid processing is es-
sential to capturing the qual-
ity and flavour of the grapes.
The winery was constructed
in 1989 and boasts 70,000
gallons of temperature con-
trolled stainless steel cooper-
age as well as over 1,980
gallons of barrels for oak
ageing. The current wine
press was custom made for
Chautauqua by the Scharfen-
berger Company of Germany.
It is the largest press of its
kind east of the Rocky Moun-
tains. The press gently ex-
tracts the juice from 30 tons
of fresh grapes, or 35 tons of
fermented reds in a single
load. After the crushing and
pressing the white grape
juice is quickly chilled. When
the juice is clarified cultured
wine yeast is added and the
fermentation begins. White
wines are generally fer-
mented at very cool tempera-
tures, usually around 50 - 55
degrees to capture aroma
and flavour. Red grapes are
crushed into fermentation
tanks while select wine yeast
is added. The grapes fer-
ment "on the skins" for sev-
eral days to extract the fla-
vour and the colour from the
skin of the grape. When
ready the free run fermenting
juice is drained and the skin

and pulp is pressed. Red
wines usually ferment at 70
degrees. Both the red and
white wines ferment until all
the sugar is converted to alco-
hol and then the fermentation
is complete. The wines are
then allowed to settle and any
blending is done at this stage.
Grapes harvested in the fall
are usually ready for bottling
in the following spring.

The retail store at Chautauqua
is open for free tasting and
tours daily from 9am - 5pm.
Chautauqua is located at the
intersection of Interstate 10
(exit 85) and Hwy 331 at De-
Funiak Springs, Florida.
Chautauqua Vineyards has a
sister winery, Emerald Cost
Wine Cellars in Destin Florida.
The Dakotah Winery (Dakotah
means friend in the Lokota
Indian Language) is a family
winery established in 1985.
The 12-acre vineyard boasts
over 30 varieties of muscad-
ine grape vines which are
tended by Baby Doll sheep
and Canada geese wandering
freely, pruning the vines and
mowing the grass. there is a
comfortable tasting room, and
walking among the grounds
viewing grapes, sheep, geese,
wood ducks and koi fish is
positively encouraged. Dako-
tah is located at 14635 NW
Hwy 19, Chiefland. It is open
Monday to Saturday, and is
just 10 miles from Manatee
Springs State Park.

UK based Tour Operator/
Travel Agent with
own Management Team in
Orlando

www.florida

Florida Holidays

Need More Rentals?

Tel: 0870 382 5051

-holidays.co.uk

ABTA & ATOL Protected 6787
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fifirst used

for wine-
making by
the French
Huguenots
and early
Spanish

settlers 0

éWine Guide

: Carlos is a

i slightly sweet

! white, good with !
i grouper or

: chicken.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
. |
: Noble is a semi :
i -sweet red that |
I goes well with i
! Ttalian or :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 Spanish cuisines. i
I

i Blush is a blend
E of the two and is .
i also slightly
:sweet. It goes

i well with salads
gand sandwiches. 1

fiDakotah

means friend
in the Lokota

Indian

Language0

|
i West I
Looking To Change | Average high ~ 81.8° I
Management : . |
Company? !Average low 72.1 |
! Mean temp 76.9° I
|
: Highest temp 95° I
|
: Lowest temp 69° |
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Coastal News

A Michigan woman

was killed in the

waters around Vaca

Key in the Florida
Keyds by a stin
The ray evidently leapt
from the water hitting
the woman in the face,
knocking her to the

floor where it thought
the impact killed both
her and the ray. There
was no evidence of
puncture wounds from
the spotted ead
barb. The 57-yr-old
woman was a

passenger in the

fishing boat driven by
her father.

Marco Island is to be

allowed to water twice a
week beginning April
15th thanks to the City’s
careful water use.

Marco Island has focus-
sed on using alternative
water sources, such as
storing surface water
that would be lost to the
tide. Itis also at the
end of the chain for us-
ing water from the aqui-
fer. If Marco Island
were not to use the wa-
ter, it would just flow on
into the Gulf.

I News Bite |

! Foreclosure auction firm !
I Hudson & Marshall will i
l auction 500 foreclosure i
| properties around Florida
iduring April 7- 13th.

: Properties range in value
!from $34,000 to over |
1'$700,000. I

Short Term Rental owners in
Venice have won an
important property rights
ruling from the 12th Judicial
Cifdlit Court. The ruling
stated that municipal zoning
that limited rentals of less
than 30 days to 3 a year was
“clearly erroneous”.

In August 2006 The City’s
Planning and Zoning director
ruled that homes in single
family residential areas could
fiot'bé@ Yeftdd more than 3
times a year for 30 days or
less. Stephen Milo, an
owner of several STR’s within
the city joined with other
homeowners to appeal the
decision, and it was
overturned by the Planning
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Commission with Mayor Ed
Martin stating “The owners
can accept that fact or go to

court.”

"The ruling
Milo and other owners took

the case to court and have
now won the case with
statewide implications. The
ruling clarifies that temporary
residences are expressly
allowed under City code
without limitations. Central
to the ruling was that there is
a constitutionally -
guaranteed right to derive

| i mitati ofngogne from a property
investment. Other
municipalities whose
restrictive ordinances have
affected that right, may be
open to liability for financial

clarifies that
temporary
residences
are expressly
allowed
under City

code without

and Zoning Commission. In damages for the impact of
December 2007 the city those regulations.

council overturned the

Florida is in fAiChaAmemdgmermgt 1 Crist said, fAWe can
Ti meso said Gover ncontinlie tosfight for property tax relief and 1

at the annual State of the
State Address on March

4t h. AFl oridads
businesses are faced with
extraordinary economic
times - sky rocketing gas
prices, the threat of
foreclosure and a softening
housing market. And, like
Fl oridadts familie
challenging times will
require us to meet the
demands of declining
revenues. 0

Speaking about

encourage the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission, led by our great former Speaker of
f thenHduse: Allan Bahse, to give the people the

opportunity to vote for another
Florida Lotto Winning Numbers

03/29/2008 09 - 17 - 20 - 29 - 41 - 49
03/22/2008 01 - 07 - 08 - 11 - 13 - 51
3/19/2008 23 - 25 - 27 - 28 - 33 - 44

3 ? /h é S e
03/15/2008 16 - 20 - 22 - 32 - 44 - 51
03/12/2008 22 - 29 - 31 - 36 - 46 - 51
03/08/2008 02 - 13 - 16 - 26 - 48 - 51
03/05/2008 04 - 10 - 20 - 27 - 34 - 52
03/01/2008 02 - 20 - 23 - 33 - 43 - 50
02/27/2008 06 - 09 - 18 - 29 - 52 - 53

John A Tuffin & Co

Chartered Accountants

Experts in UK Taxation of income from Foreign Property , Chargeable
gains, UK Wills, probate & Estate Planning.
Please calRogerTuffinwith any questions or to discuss your needs.

Tel: 01273 202071
Fax: 01273 327872

12/13 ship Street
Brighton, BN1 1AD

Email:rtuffin@jat.co.uld
Web: www.jat.co.uk



mailto:mailto:rtuffin@jat.co.uk
http://www.jat.co.uk
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Vacation Card Services

Taking credit card payments from guests is
proving vital to homeowners wishing to se-
cure reservations. New homeowners just
starting out may scratch their heads trying
to find out how they can easily set up a
credit card facility. Having your own mer-
chant account is not really viable for the
average STR owner. Smaller management
companies that don’t obtain rentals may not
be able to help out either.

Subscriber Pauline Lowe, owner of Cham-
pion Villas management company along
with her partner, owner of Remington Prop-
erty Management offer a potential solution.
They have offered their own owners the
facility to accept both payments and secu-
rity deposits from Visa and MasterCard
credit cards. The service has been so suc-
cessful that they have now set up Vacation
Card Services for use by any owner.

There are two types of transactions that can
be processed, and they are:

A) Payments (these can consist of deposits,
final balances, full payment & security de-
posits) — this type of transaction is taken
immediately from the credit card details
supplied.

B) Authorisation (this type of payment is
normally used for security deposits) - this
type of transaction is not taken from the
credit card details supplied but simply held

April 2008
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Advertising Feature

fithe facility
for holding
security
payments
could give
this option

the edged

against the card for 28 days, should the need
arise to charge this amount. This is how ho-
tels and car hire companies work.

The payments go into a dedicated Vacation
Card Services account and are then passed
on when cleared to the owners own bank
account in 7 days.

There is an initial set up fee of $30

Normal transactions are charged at 3.5%
plus a $5 transaction charge. This is the
bank’s charge plus a fee for Vacation Card
Services.

PayPal by comparison charges 3.4% on
monthly transactions of up to £1,500 rising
to 3.9% if accepting US Dollars. Vacation
Card Services rates are very comparable,
and the facility for hotel style security de-
posit administration really is an advantage.
Security deposits can be a sticking point in
negotiations, and this method of holding the
deposit may well enable the owner to charge
a larger deposit than otherwise.

Vacation Card Services is a registered busi-
ness in Florida.

If you would like further details and a copy of
the current Terms and Conditions please con-
tact Pauline on Tel: 407-557-5860 or 407-
709-2451. You can also email:
enquiries@vacationcardservices.com.

A new study has confirmed the ‘informal’ findings of removal companies, more people are leaving the state than
are moving in. Stan Smith, economist and director of University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business
Research examined building permits and residential customer data to draw projections. “The state has not
experienced a decline of this magnitude since the mid 1970’s when we were in national recession,” said Smith.
The Census Bureau reported similar findings - a net gain in population of just 35,301 in 2006-2007 against
170,099 in 2005-2006. Worryingly, it is the 20 - 30 something's who are leaving, the same segment which were
the largest group moving in during the last 4 -5 decades. Smith attributes the departures to the housing market,
fewer job opportunities, high cost of living and general economic ‘malaise’ taking over the nation. However,
Smith projects that growth should return to normal levels of around 317,00 between 2010 and 2020.

British American Property Solutions INC

www.britishamericanproperties.com

The Florida One Stop Service for-

. Buying or Selling Real Estate
. Home Inspections
U Currency Exchange, Mortgage + Tax Partners

Contact: John McLoughlin +1 407 666 3279

john@britishamericanproperties.com

! Time to waste?

!The TSA now has a daily I
! blog “to facilitate an
| ongoing dialogue on
| innovations in security,
j technology and the !
i checkpoint screen process”. [

| Www.tsa.dhs.gov/blog !



mailto:mailto:enquiries@vacationcardservices.com
http://www.britishamericanproperties.com
mailto:john@britishamericanproperties.com
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Disney Tit-bits

The Tampa Bay
Rays will return to
Di sneybds Wid
World of Sports
Complex April 22-24
for an American
League series with
the Toronto Blue
Jays. Last May, the
Rays swept a three-
game series from
the Texas Rangers
at 9,500-seat Cham-
pion Stadium in the
first regular-season
major league games
ever played in the
Orlando area.

This year's 15th an-
nual Flower and Gar-
den festival at Epcot
(March 19th- June
1st) has a "beach"
theme to it. Mickey
and Minnie topiaries
pose on a floral
beach towel sur-
rounded by sandcas-
tles and palm trees
while Goofy catches
a topiary wave. A
new feature is Peter
Pan's Never Land
Garden, a pirate ship
themed garden along
the Imagination
Walkway. Flower
beds in Future World
have nautical flags
spelling a message
to be decoded by
guests.

An 80 yr-old lady driver

: caused a headache for police I
I when they tried to issue her '
| a ticket for improper lane [
ichange. She refused to sign |
: the ticket, instead punching

- the officer several times in

I the stomach and chest. She !
| even managed to wiggle out |
i of cuffs when he got her in

:the car!
L

Universal Studios has
announced plans for a brand
new outdoor ride to open in
Spring 2009. The

€Hollywood Rip, Ride Rocket

is a rollercoaster that will
whirl riders out of the park
and over the heads of
guests in the City Walk
area. The ride will rise up
to 167 feet and feature 8
corkscrew turns. The ride
will be the highest in Central
Florida and one of the
fastest in the state, but
Universal are banking on
originality to attract
tourists. Riders can select
their own music to
accompany their ride and
create a musical video of
their experience. This can
be downloaded later to add
to a personal web page or
video sharing site.

After a quiet 3 years of no
new attractions, Universal
now has a flurry of exciting
innovations coming up.
The Simpsons ride opens
in a few weeks, Harry
Potter’s Wizarding World at
Islands of Adventure next
door opens in 2009, and
now this coaster.

Universal plans to squeeze
its track between the
Jimmy Neutron's Nicktoon

7

Blast ride and the Sharp
Aquos Theatre, which houses
the Blue Man Group show.
From there the track would
run along the boundary
between Universal Studios
and Universal's sound
stages, then rise over the
fence to twist over the
sidewalks of CityWalk,
outside the theme park -- a
brightly lit, scream-filled
advertisement for the park.

©2007 Universal Orlando. All Rights Reserved.

Plans for Disney’s latest spin off development are
now with Orange County planning dept.
Mansions, courtyard homes, village homes,
condominiums and multi-family homes are in the
works to be built alongside canals, on the Eagle
Pines golf course and would incorporate the
Osprey Ridge golf course in the North east section
of Disney's vast acreage. The larger homes would
be built to order, with wealthy foreigners the
target market. As with Celebration and Little
Lake Bryan, the community would be annexed
from Reedy Creek development district once
completed and handed over to Orange County for
services. Pre-construction work - site clearance

etc has already begun.

New at
Party
featuring favourite Disney Pixar
characters. The high-energy
extravaganza cranks up the music
and excitement to the max, putting
guests in the middle of the wildest
Disney spectacle ever i a non-stop
musical block party that doubles as
a fun-filled interactive street
spectacular. The famous Green
Army Men lead the rollout of
favourite Disney-Pixar characters
that entice guests to dance, play
and party as the "bash" fills

Hol | ywood
Bash, o a

Hollywood Boulevard.

A

Stop! Will your next guest trash your Villa?

Search to see if guest has been identified by a previous owner
Check if rental email is a known scam
Add your previous guests who you would not have back

FREE registration on www.owner-watch.com

i Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: graham@owner-watch.com

Studi os,
travelling
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Texas de Brazil

The story behind the restaurant chain
Texas de Brazil is set in the vast
plains of southern Brazil called the Rio
Grande do Sul. The land is cattle
country inhabited by South American
cowboys or Gauchos. The gauchos
would prepare feasts for their families
by slow roasting various meats over
an open pit. There would be seasonal
greens and vegetable dishes. Rice
and beans were also an important part
of the meal. The roasted meats were
presented to each family, offering the
best of that gaucho's herd. Meats
were carved at each table in a show of
skill and festive gift giving. It seems
natural that the founders would look
to the cattle man's land of Texas when
they wanted to bring their unique
culture to the states. The combination
of the culture and feast of Brazil with
the service and class of the states
resulted in Texas de Brazil which
opened the first restaurant in 1998 in
Addison Texas. The chain came to
Florida in 2004.

This tradition sets the scene for a
bustling restaurant with servers
dressed as gaucho's bringing around a
nonstop parade of seasoned grilled
meats, served at your table from the
enormous skewers on which the
meats were grilled. Patrons are
provided with red and green reversible
cards which remain on your table.
When green is displayed the gauchos
will bring their succulent offerings to
your table, when red is displayed,
they will pass you by. The meats
include slow roasted and seasoned
cuts of beef, pork and lamb, chicken
and Brazilian sausage.

Along with the meat courses, there is
a 40 item salad bar including fresh
buffalo mozzarella, Brazilian hearts
of palm, grilled Portobello
mushrooms, steamed asparagus in
strawberry sauce, olives, shrimp
ceviche (shrimp with lemon, lime,
chilli and more), Italian salamis,
herbed sweet onions, pork black
beans, jasmine rice and so much
more. Side items include garlic
mash, sweet fried bananas and
Brazilian Cheese Bread.

If you are physically able to eat
dessert after the meat feast you can
choose from Brazilian cheesecake,
Brazilian Papaya Cream, Brazilian
Flan, Chocolate mousse cake, and
Créme Brulee to name a few.

Please note these words of wisdom
from Texas de Brazil patron Jeremy
Thompson: "beginners mistake to
avoid - filling yourself up at the huge
salad bar, though easily done!"

There are 3 Florida locations, all with
very different decor;

5259 International Drive, Orlando;
407-355-0355

300 Alton Road, Suite 200, At the
Marina, Miami Beach. 305-695-7702

The Dolphin Mall, 11401 N.W. 12th
St, Ste 514, Miami. 305-599-7729

The dress code is smart casual and
meals are set price, between $31 to
$50 per head, reservations can be
made online or by phone and I leave
the last word to Jeremy - "Go
hungry, leave barely able to walk!"

Www.texasdebrazil.com
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And Finally...

A Florida woman says she
asked for a sign from God and
she found it, in her shower.

Laquan Joyner and her
husband Theo Grimes say
they had been praying and
asking God to send them a
sign. When they looked in the
shower, right next to the
shampoo, there was an image
of Jesus. The family says they
will never clean the spot and
they now treat the shower like
a shrine.

Orlando Senator Gary Siplin
has introduced a bill that
would ban low-rise trousers at
schools (low enough to reveal
underwear or, heaven forbid,
genital areas). Senator Dave
Aronberg proposed an
amendment with the intro ™ I
will be brief”. He went on to
suggest that plumbers and
refrigerator repairmen should
be exempt from the ban.

Sen. Charlie Justice asked
Aronberg if he had warned
Siplin that the amendment
was coming because, "No one
wants to see a senator caught
with his pants down on the
floor." The amendment was
later withdrawn.

pp =, P -
floridahomesoniy.com Diversify your property portfolio and

invest in Long Term Rental opportunities.

# Full Broker/management capability
# Consider converting STR to Long Term rental
# Contact us now to find out more

www._floridahomesonly.com

Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: Graham@floridahomesonly.com

Ne xt | ssueé
Termites

Capital Gains Tax
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www.carhireflorida.net

Alamo: All Inclusive Package; CDW, Extended Protection ($1 million), Third Party
Liability, Sales & State Tax, Airport Fees, Unlimited Mileage and only one driver,

pay for fuel on arrival. Please call to see if the upgrade offer has been extended;
C2-12, C4 - 14, 12-F2, 14 - F4, F4 - SUV. Pre-registration now available.

Economy 2 door £99 Intermediate 4 door £119 Luxury 4 door £163
Economy 4 door £101 Full size 2 door £124 Convertible 2 seater £163
Compact 2 door £105 Full size 4 door £127 Minivan 8 seater £180
Compact 4 door £108 Premium 4 door £153 Chevrolet Equinox £122
Intermediate 2 door £116 Minivan 7 seater £153 Sport Utility £163

Dollar: All Inclusive package: CDW, LDW, SLI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited
mileage and one additional (over 25) driver, pay for initial tank on arrival. Please call to see if the
upgrade offer has been extended; C2-12, C4 - 14, 12-F2, 14 - F4.

Economy 2 door £99 Intermediate 4 door £121 Luxury 4 door £160
Economy 4 door £101 Full size 2 door £128 Convertible 2 seater £160
Compact 2 door £105 Full size 4 door £130 Minivan 8 seater £187
Compact 4 door £108 Premium 4 door £149 Sport Utility £171
Intermediate 2 door £119 Minivan 7 seater £160 Premium SUV 7 seats £185

Budget: Gold package; CDW, LDW, ALI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited mileage
and one additional (over 25) driver, Fuel: collect full and return full.

Current Budget offer: Upgrade from C2 - 12, C4 - 14, 12 - F2, 14 - F4, F4 - P4 (subject to availability and
not including Xmas or Easter) valid for collections before 24/12/2009 Pre-Registration available at
Orlando & Sanford

Economy 2 door £97 Intermediate 4 door £118 Luxury 4 door £163
Economy 4 door £99 Full size 2 door £123 Convertible 2 seater £163
Compact 2 door £103 Full size 4 door £126 Sport Utility £163
Compact 4 door £106 Premium 4 door £153 Sport Utility 8 Seater £187
Intermediate 2 door  £115 Minivan 7 seater £153

All Prices shown are per week:
Upgraded packages to include additional drivers and initial tank of fuel are available for all providers.
We can also arrange young driver packages, Sat Nav units & discounts for long stay.

Please email Elle, admin@carhireflorida.net or call; 01428 741438 or 0500 50 50 87

Travel Insurance MONEYCORP

From Columbus Commercial Foreign Exchange

Annual Family Policy frofi1.49 o
Save the cost of your subscription in just

Couples Policy frofi68.09 two transactions!
Call 0207 589 3000 to set up a

trading facility and quote “Florida

Upper age limit now 88 years

Please call Columbus Travel Insurance gn Homes and Travel”.
0800 980 103Quoting FHAT Or open a trading facility online at
www.floridahomesandtravel.com, www.floridahomesandtravel.com/

48t 8500 GeNI 6St |LyadNg yoO§e oexchange mortgage rates.

Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK

01428 741 438 011 441 428 741 438 fhandt@btopenworld.com
Www.floridahomesandtravel.com www.carhireflorida.net
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