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e June 10th Crist in-
sists he can’t support
drilling offshore .

e June 17th McCain
gives Energy speech
in Houston.

e June 18th Crist an-
nounces his support
for McCain’s energy
plans involving off-
shore drilling.
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“Flip-Flop” Crist

As political u - turns go, or
'flip-flops' as they are
called in the U.S. it was
quite a big one. On June
10th Governor Crist said
he couldn't support open-
ing up the Continental
Shelf to drilling even with
rising fuel prices. A
spokesman for Crist went
so far as to say the Gover-
nor still opposes offshore
drilling despite President
Bush's opinion. This fol-
lowed a call by Bush to
lawmakers to allow drilling
in the Arctic wildlife refuge
and offshore on the Conti-
nental Shelf. Bush said he
would lift a presidential
moratorium (in place since
1982) on the drilling if law-
makers lifted the ban.

On June 18th Crist re-
versed his position to sup-
port off shore drilling citing
rising fuel costs! So what
had changed in 8 days?
Senator John McCain, the
presumptive Republican
presidential nominee and
the man increasingly set-
ting the agenda, had an-
nounced that he supported
drilling offshore on the
outer continental shelf. In
the first of a series of
speeches outlining his en-
ergy agenda McCain ex-
plained his support for en-
vironmentally friendly drill-
ing without touching the
Arctic refuge, and his plan
to allow individual states

to have a say how close
to the coast drilling would
be allowed. States would
also benefit financially
from oil drilled off their
shores.

Crist is widely tipped to
be picked as McCain's
Vice Presidential running
mate in the upcoming
election and this 'flip-flop’
just adds fuel to the fire.
Crist is not alone how-
ever, Florida Republicans
within the Congressional
Delegation are changing
their minds in the light of
increasing fuel costs, bet-
ter drilling technology,
and the absence of oil
spills in the Gulf of Mex-
ico during hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. Flor-
ida's Democrats remain
committed to a ban. "We
view it as a political gim-
mick that will not lower
gas prices for consumers
but could have real and
tragic consequences for
Florida's economy and
natural environment" the
House members said in a
statement issued on June
18th. They argue it would
be seven more years be-
fore oil would reach con-
sumers, and that prices
won't drop.

Environmentalists warn

that an oil leak within the
Gulf could destroy Florida
beaches, which are every

bit as environmentally
sensitive as the Arctic
refuge and directly im-
pact the tourism industry
which is increasingly
Florida’s lifeblood.

In the event, The U.S,
House Appropriations
Committee abruptly post-
poned a second vote on
ending the ban. The first
vote had upheld the
moratorium.

If Congress does vote to
lift the ban, which is
viewed as unlikely as the
Democrats are in control,
Florida’s Gulf coastline is
still protected by a sepa-
rate 2006 law that would
need to be ‘undone’ be-
fore drilling could pro-
ceed. That law prevents
drilling within 125 miles
of the Panhandle and 230
miles off Tampa Bay.

Meanwhile presumptive
Democratic presidential
nominee Barrack Obama
has overtaken McCain in
Florida in polls as the
Democrats seize a fight
they believe they can
win.

A respected Q-Poll has
put Obama ahead with
47% of the vote to
McCain’s 43%. Obama is
also ahead in Ohio and
Pennsylvania.
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From the Editor

Welcome to the joint July/
August issue.

June 14th proved to be
perfect walking weather
for my 10 mile Ribbon
Walk for Breast Cancer
Care. I completed the
walk in a fairly respectable
3 hours 45 minutes, and
was rewarded with a
medal, freebies from Boots
and a real sense of
achievement! Thank you
to those who supported
me.

We have continued our
exploration of topics re-
quested by readers with a
further look at Home
owner associations. We
received a lot of requests
for this subject from vari-

ous angles, and the laws
governing associations are
extensive - so we have
focussed on the aspects of
responsibilities, fees, viola-
tions and accountability, as
these appear to be com-
mon threads. As the sub-
ject is extensive, we have
had to hold over this
month’s travel article.

If you would like to access
the ‘locked’ parts of our
website such as the tax
calculator, or latest news
for important stories be-
tween issues, at
www.floridahomesandtravel.com
you simply need to create
your own user account.
This can be done by click-
ing on the “Get Username
and Password” link. This
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will take you to a form
where you fill out your con-
tact details and select your
own username and pass-
word, once approved you
will receive an email notify-
ing you that your log in has
been successful.

You will also find the last 3
year's issues, and the cur-
rent property management
survey stored here on line
for your convenience. The
PDF versions are also in
colour!

We wish you the very best
for sunny and enjoyable
summer and look forward
to bringing you all the
news in September!

Ele Hubbard

Moneycorp U S Dollar Update

The Fed and the European
Central Bank changed the
tone of investors' interest
rate outlook in early June
when each hinted that its
next rate move would be
upwards. While the Fed
was less forthright than
the ECB - which as good as
promised a July hike - the
market promptly decided
the Funds rate would be
half a percentage point
higher by the end of the
year. The Bank of England
meanwhile poured cold
water on the market's as-

sumption that rising infla-
tion would force UK rates
higher. As the three rate-
setting meetings ap-
proached investors had so
confused themselves that
they were sitting back to
await developments. Ster-
ling Dollar has remained
comfortably between
$1.94 and $1.98; its aver-
age daily price is un-
changed from a month ago
at $1.9650. Rate expecta-
tions are losing focus to
such an extent that we
could be in for another

month of relatively little
net movement.

Subscribers to Florida
Homes and Travel who
open a Trading Facility will
have Moneycorp’s £15 fee
waived for all transactions
they complete with them
and will receive a Privilege
Card entitling them to com-
mission free currency and a
1% improvement on the
exchange rate at any of the
TTT Moneycorp currency
exchange bureaux loca-
tions. Tel: 0207589 3000

American Accountant

for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing. ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice. FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling.

Jan Marie Doughty CPA (Certified Public Accountant)
has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fourteen
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund &
8288-B applications, ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.

Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA for a chat or further details
Florida Property & Business Services LLC
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 1UZ England
or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach FL 32931 Tel/fax 001 321 784 8329
website www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com

Tel/fax 01243 536026
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News Roundup

The Thomsonfly and First
Choice Airways brands are
to be dropped in favour of
Thomson Airways. The
combined carrier is to
operate from May 1, 2009
following the
amalgamation of TUI UK
and First Choice last
September. The merger
will create the UK’s third
largest airline with 65
aircraft, the company
claims. Although the
airline will fly under one
brand, the company plans
to continue to operate
both the Thomson and
First Choice brands on the
high street and overseas.

Look out for innovation
in the online travel
world. Orbitz.com has
introduced it's “Price
Assurance” in a bid to
increase bookings. It
will reimburse the
difference if another
customer books exactly
the same airfare at a
cheaper rate. It will
issue a refund of
between $5 - $250 per
passenger. This offer
only applies to bookings
made with a U.S credit
card with a U.S. billing
address, but other online
travel agencies are said
to be considering the
idea.

BA has increased the fuel
surcharge of Premium & First
Class passengers by up to £24.

After a $3 million
makeover historic
Dubsdread Golf Course
reopens on July 10th.
Dubsdread opened in
1924, but the 120-acre
city course desperately
needed bringing up to
modern standards. The
course has been
redesigned to be more
challenging with new
traps, bumpy fairways
and larger greens.
Dubsdread is just off I 4
on Fairview Shores, in
the Winter Park vicinity.

Security scanners which
provide graphic 3d images
of passengers are being
installed in 10 US airports,
with plans for a roll out to
30 airports by years end.
The scanners are to be
used for randomly
selected passengers as an
alternative to the
traditional pat down. Lara
Uselding, a TSA
spokesperson has said
that passengers do not
have to accept the new
machines and can choose
the pat down. - Even
more reason to empty
your pockets.

Orlando International
Airport (MCO) recorded an
increase in passenger
traffic for the month of
April. The April increase of
2.43 percent compares
favourably with the latest
aviation trends. According
to Airports Council
International (ACI) North
American air travel was
down 13 percent for the
month of April. April
marks the fourth
consecutive month this
year where the total
number of travellers was
over 3 million (3,329,515)
thanks in part to strong
international numbers.
International traffic
increased 22.1 percent to
261,418 while domestic
travel increased 1 percent
to 3,068,097 passengers.

Trafficon I 95 in
Volusia County was
brought to a standstill
after a Cessna 150 had
to make an emergency
landing. The plane's
owner was contacted to
make repairs, and then
Troopers cleared 600 ft
of highway to allow the
plane to take off with

Average Mortgage Rates

FAA permission.

With O pts April May
Fixed 30yr 6.02% 6.08%
Adjustable 1 yr | 5.29% 5.21%

The repairs took
just 3 hours.
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Home Inspection Services

Source: www.freddiemac.com

HOME INSPECTIONS

£t

The CHARTERED

CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

British Chartered Surveyor located in Florida carrying out
specialist Home Inspections for buyers, realtors and investors.
Insurance and new build inspections also carried out.

Contact John McLoughlin

UK: 001 407 666 3279 Www.homeinspectionforyou.com

INSTITUTE OF
BUILDING

USA: 407 666 3279
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In Brief

Nordstrom Rack - Nord-
strom's outlet store is
due to open it's second
Florida location at Mil-
lennia Crossings, Or-
lando, a new addition
to the Millennia Mall
area opening in 2009.

A fire thought to have
been started by a light-
ning strike burned 800
acres and closed SR 50
and SR 561 in Clermont
mid-June.

Governor Crist has ve-
toed a transportation
bill which would have
allowed toll prices to be
index linked to infla-
tion. The bill would also
have authorised time
variable toll lanes on I-
4 - a plan which is sev-
eral years away from
commencement, and is
likely to be included in
future legislation.

Rising fuel costs eating
into profit margins con-
tinue to impact passen-
gers who can expect
more add on costs ac-
cording to a report in the
Washington Post. Higher
luggage fees, sales of
drinks and snacks on
regular carriers and even
booking fees can all be
expected as airlines seek
to squeeze every possi-
ble avenue for revenue.
Cabbies in Miami have
been given permission to
add a fuel surcharge to
fares! An extra $1.50
will be added to each
fare.

Publix Super Markets
Inc is to buy 49 of the
remaining 93 Albert-

sons stores in Florida.
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In Brief

In case you weren't
aware that now is the
time to buy - we have
seen homes for sale in
Cape Coral with 3 beds,
two baths and gulf ac-
cess for under $200,000
- prices that haven't
been seen since 2001-
2002!

If you have large Dollar
requirements coming
up this year or are tak-
ing advantage of the
buyers market, the lat-
est news from Money-
corp shows that ana-
lysts are predicting the
Dollar could strengthen
to 1.80 by Christmas.
You could protect your
requirements by lock-
ing in the current rates
which are above 1.90.

London based Strategic
Real Estate Advisors, the
asset manager currently
managing $6.5 billion of
real estate around the
world, plans to raise $1
billion to buy luxury re-
possessed homes in Flor-
ida. Using all cash to
purchase the oceanfront
condo's and undeveloped
land approved for hous-
ing, the fund will then
wait 7-10 years before
selling.

US tennis player Peter
Fleming, doubles part-
ner of John McEnroe, is
developing the ‘Home
of Peter Fleming's
Power Tennis,’ a resort
development of villas
and town-homes with
central STR pooling,
based around a tennis
complex. The resort is
off US 192 near the Os-
ceola County Stadium.

Homeowner News

Utility companies are reacting to
the number of non-payments they
are encountering by taking a hard
line. For instance, Florida Power &
Light reported $9.9 million in
uncollectible bills statewide in
2002; it nearly doubled to $18.1
million in 2007. Disconnection
notices are going out, and are
followed up more quickly, and some
late-paying customers are having a
deposit added to the monthly bill.

An update to the prepaid phone card
article we carried in May, nine of the
largest prepaid phone card companies
operating in Florida have agreed to end
'deceptive advertising' and promised to
undergo three years of state auditing.
The companies will also contribute $1
million to cover the cost of the
investigation and future monitoring.

The head of the Energy Department
has advised U.S. consumers that they
can expect the $4 gallon will be
around for most of 2009. However in
Hawaii gas has already passed the $5
gallon mark.
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Attorney General Bill McCollum
announced July 1st that his office has
filed a lawsuit against Countrywide
Financial, one of the nation’s largest
mortgage companies, for allegedly
engaging in deceptive and unfair trade
practices. The lawsuit claims
Countrywide put borrowers into
mortgages they couldn't afford or loans
with rates and penalties that were
misleading. Chief Executive Angelo
Mozilo was also named in the lawsuit.
“It appears to us Countrywide did no
due diligence and accepted applications
which were patently fraudulent and
reflected no ability on the part of the
borrowers to make the required
payments,” said Marc Taps with Legal
Services of North Florida.

The company’s deceptive marketing
practices were supposedly designed to
sell costly loans while hiding or
misrepresenting the terms and dangers.
Countrywide’s deceptive sales practices
resulted in a large number of loans
ending in default and foreclosure, with
the company reporting earlier this year
that more than 25 percent of its
subprime loans were delinquent.

Horizon’s at Grenelefe was once a thriving and successful resort but new
management several years ago and the effects of the economic slowdown have hit
the resort hard, leading to the closure of one of its most popular golf courses, the
West Course, and the resort falling into a state of disrepair. However, a property
developer has stepped in to rescue the resort, pledging $300 million to not only
restore the resort to its former glory but to expand and improve the array of
facilities to include a redesign and reopening of the West Course by Arnold Palmer,
and a new lakeside marina. Horizon's is 23 miles from Disney, and will benefit
from a whole new village retail complex, refurbishment of old properties and
development of new ones. This early stage of re-hab is apparently presenting
some value investment opportunities with refurbished properties on the site of the
proposed 18th hole of the West Course being released from just £36,000. There
are many different sizes of homes available, and interested parties should contact
Barrasford and Bird Worldwide. 0800 1303 101, www.bandbw.co.uk.

Frontline Florida Realty Inc

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from
the UK and have done what you want to do.

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.

Need a loan?
In UK call: 0871 900 8830

Want to move to Florida?
In Florida Call: 407 832 4888

We can help with these too!!

Or call Free in the US: 1 877 438 6815

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost
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Homeowner News Continued

Governor Crist has signed into law a
change in property tax assessment. Under
HB 909 The "highest and best use" stan-
dard remains, but "best" has been clarified
- it must adhere to reasonable and fair
standards. The increase can only be to
"the legally permissible use of the prop-
erty". It specifically excludes higher val-
ues where the use would require zoning
changes, permits or concurrency require-
ments. This effectively prevents a small
Mom and Pop motel from being taxed as
though it had been developed into high
end condominiums - this practise has
caused many small operations to close due
to the high property taxes charged.

Value Adjustment Boards will now be
made up of two members of the county
governing body, one member of the school
board and two private citizens. Of these
one must be a local homesteaded owner,
and one must be a business owner occu-
pying commercial space in the school dis-
trict. Previously VAB's were made up of
three members of the governing body and
two members of the school board - as both
groups directly benefited from support of
the property appraisers conclusions this
had an inherent bias.

Governor Crist also signed HB 937 which
creates the Florida 2008 Title Insurance
Study Advisory Council. This will undertake
a “comprehensive examination of the title
insurance delivery system of this state.”
The Council will include one Realtor mem-
ber, and its report must be submitted to
the governor and Legislature no later than
Dec. 31, 2009.

Also signed is HB 773 which authorizes
“electronic” foreclosure sales. Previously,
foreclosure sales had to be conducted in
person; now they may be done online.

An appeal court has ruled that Orange County has the right
to ask a judge to decide if online travel agencies such as
Expedia and Orbitz should pay taxes on the room rates they
charge to consumers, or the lower bulk room rates that they
negotiate from hotels. The difference could amount to $7
million annually in Orange County alone. Last summer a
judge dismissed the lawsuit saying that Orange County
should first exhaust all other avenues including attempting
to audit the companies before proceeding. That is a lengthy
and probably costly process. The judge ruled it was "illogical
to require the parties to submit to the cumbersome,
expensive process associated with a tax collection action
when such process may prove to be entirely unnecessary."

Florida's real GDP last year was about $609.9 billion, which
reflected 0% growth from 2006, according to data from the U.S.
Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis. That flat
rate ranked Florida's economic growth 47th out of the 50 states,
ahead of only New Hampshire, Michigan and Delaware, which all
had negative growth rates. Historically Florida has recorded fairly
strong economic growth, with 3.6% growth in 2006 over 2005. The
construction downturn affected the state's economy the most and
caused Florida's GDP to call by 2 percentage points according to
Bureau of Economic Analysis data.

United Airlines is shutting down its low cost subsidiary, Ted. It
is also to ground 100 of its least fuel efficient aircraft by the end
of 2009, and is cutting domestic capacity by 17% next year.
Approximately 1,600 jobs will be lost. This is all part of the
battle to overcome losses due to fuel prices.

Continental Airlines is to leave the Delta led SkyTeam group and
join the United Airlines led Star Alliance. These are groups of
airlines working together on code sharing, frequent flier
programmes, lounges, IT and procurement. The move is a result
of merger talks earlier this year, which showed both airlines
where working together would be mutually beneficial. United,
Lufthansa and Air Canada are in the Star Alliance, while Delta
and Air France are in the SkyTeam group.

Correction:

In this years Annual Property Management Survey, the result for
AllStar Vacation homes was achieved by Ambassador to AllStar, a
subsidiary company, which actually disbanded in November 2007,
the homes were then re-absorbed into AllStar from that time.

| Tomatoes were pulled

Orlando: (407) 924-1838
Tarpon Springs: (727) 945-7722

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY

TODAY’'S LOW START RATE OF 3.5%

mike@connectms.com |_

|
 from all shops and !
 restaurants in Florida [
|
|

CONNECT

I e e e P S S S P T
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS . .
| following a Salmonella

iscare- although there

iwere no cases within !
i Florida. The scare is !
- estimated to have cost |

London: 020 7193 4300 | over $50 million. i

Www.connectms.com
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“The board of
directors as a
whole is the
entity re-
sponsible for
operating and
managing the
community

association”

“You would
more than
likely see
your fees
double or

more.”

i Latest home buying

linventive incentive?

| Engle Homes offered
| homebuyers visiting one !
j of their 13 sales office |
ifrom June 18 - 22nd the I
ichance to win free gas |

ifor a year!

HOA’s and Community Management

The majority of villa owners
will belong to a Homeowners
or Condominium Association.
Whilst separate statutes and
laws govern the two types of
association they are, broadly
speaking, "responsible for the
operation of a community sub-
division in which the voting
membership is made up of
parcel owners... and member-
ship is a mandatory condition
of parcel ownership." We ex-
amined the structure and role
of the HOA in December so we
won't revisit that, but sub-
scribers would still like clarifi-
cation on responsibilities, ac-
countability, fees and viola-
tions.

Chapter 468, Part VIII, Florida
Statutes, does not require a
board of directors to hire a
licensed community associa-
tion manager. The board of
directors as a whole is the en-
tity responsible for operating
and managing the community
association. The board mem-
bers and officers can perform
management services without
hiring an outside manager and
without obtaining a license,
provided they receive no re-
muneration or compensation.
However, it is more usual to
hire a Licensed Community
Association Manager (LCAM)
where there are more than 50
units or annual budgets over
$100,000. LCAM's must have

completed a minimum of 18
classroom hours of pre-
licensure education within 12
months prior to the examina-
tion. Licences must be re-
newed every even numbered
year and the LCAM must have
completed 20 classroom hours
of continuing education re-
quirements.

The responsibilities of the
LCAM are: 1) controlling or
disbursing association funds;
2) determining how or when to
prepare budgets or other fi-
nancial documents for an as-
sociation; 3) determining how
or when to provide notice of
meetings or to conduct asso-
ciation meetings; 4) maintain-
ing and/or having authoriza-
tion to spend association petty
cash; 5) coordinating mainte-
nance for the residential de-
velopment; and 6) performing
other day-to-day services in-
volved with the operation of a
community association.

So it is probably the LCAM that
owners would commonly deal
with for regular items such as
payment of fees, and commu-
nication from the HOA may be
received by owners via the
LCAM.

Fees and special assessments
are set by the Board of Direc-
tors (BOD) of the HOA, not the
LCAM. HOA's are "not for
profit" corporations, and
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therefore the fees set are re-
quired to cover the budget,
and plan for future events/
requirements. The BOD is re-
sponsible for making decisions
which in some cases can result
in assessments for owners.
There is also some evidence to
suggest that a few developers
set fees low when developing
a community, leading to esca-
lating fees and special assess-
ments further down the line as
the full running costs of the
subdivision become borne
solely by the HOA. This is not
necessarily the 'bad bookkeep-
ing' of the current treasurer,
more a legacy from the devel-
oper.

Ultimately the BOD are ac-
countable to the owners who
should pay attention to meet-
ings and decisions made. If
owners are unhappy with their
BOD they can stand for a posi-
tion themselves.

We do sometimes hear of
owners who advocate putting
the HOA into receivership to
make the state take over the
maintenance of the subdivi-
sion. This is perhaps when
fees and assessments appear
to be escalating. Richard
White, a noted source on all
matters of Community living
has this to say on that subject
- "Theatrically the last remain-
ing director cannot resign be-
cause he/she would not have

lifestyle issues etc

* Examine the implication of
I | emigration issues such as

I §health insurance, school,
property taxes, mortgages,

Andrew Bartlett
Independent Emigration and Property Specialist

Advice, information, briefings, consultations

I' | Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk

*Discuss the EB5 visa options
that allow permanent residency
for work or retirement. Is it vi-
able, which projects suited them
best, what are the pros & cons?

* Selling/Buying property in
Florida?

Find out where Brits go wrong
and overpay.

0207 096 1227
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HOA'’s Continued

any director to provide a resig-
nation letter. But we know that
the last director can abandon
the position thereby leaving no
directors. The answer would
be that any member of the
association can petition the
courts, not the state, to ap-
point a receiver. Just who do
you think the courts will ap-
point as a receiver? Not just a
person off the streets but a
well qualified professional, an
expensive professional. Who
will pay for the court costs and
for the receiver? You and the
members will pay for the new
expenses in addition to the
necessary operational ex-
penses that you normally pay.
Not a cheap way to go. A re-
ceiver will want to make sure
that the association is properly
operated and would establish
an adequate budget to include
his/her costs. You would more
than likely see your fees dou-
ble or more. Since the receiver
reports to the court, the mem-

bers would not have any say in
the operations or budget of
the association."

The prime responsibility and
purpose of the association can
be seen as 'maintaining the
value of your home'. As well
as keeping common areas
pretty, this extends to enforc-
ing violations. These can be
code violations such as keep-
ing the facade of the house
clean and tidy, grass cut or
having a dog when pets are
not allowed.

Violations should be uniformly
and routinely enforced. If vio-
lations are not enforced then
they can become 'non-
enforceable'. If for instance,
pets were not allowed, but one
was kept, and the rules not
enforced, then the rule would
have to be reinstated, but any
pets now present would be
'‘grandfathered' in and allowed
to remain. If BOD's fail to en-
force rules, there is a chance
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Legislation

We apologise for missing this piece of
legislation and are grateful to Mr Wood
for bringing it to our attention: STR
homes now (from July 1st 2008)
require carbon monoxide detectors if
their boiler is fired by “direct
application of energy from the
combustion of fuels” (not electric) and/
or have an adjacent garage with
internal access. Dee O’'Bryan has told
us that nearly all of her management
companies have already complied with
this, but self - managers may not have
known. Plug in ones with electric
battery back up are permitted to be
installed before July 1st, after that date
hardwired monitors are supposed to be
installed, but if you are quick and ‘not
caught’ there is still time to get plug in
ones put in. Properties with internal
garage access require a monitor on the
inside of the house by the garage door.
For homes with gas heating/boilers a
second one is required 20 feet from the
nearest bedroom (unless the bedroom
entrance is right by the garage door)
and if you have an upstairs then a third
detector is required up there.

On December 19, 2007, President Bush signed into law the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa
Safety Act. Sadly Virginia Graeme Baker, grand daughter of former Secretary of State James
Baker, died in 2002 after the suction from a spa drain entrapped her under the water. The Act
specifies that on or after December 19, 2008, swimming pool and spa drain covers available for
sale in the United States must meet specific performance requirements. Public swimming pools,
wading pools, spas and hot tubs must meet requirements for installation of compliant drain covers
by December 19, 2008. New drain covers which meet the new standard are making their way to

the market place now.

UK based Tour Operator/
Travel Agent with
own Management Team in
Orlando

Florida Holidays

Need More Rentals?

i July Almanac - Fort |

i Myers I

Looking To Change | Average high ~ 91.2° i
Management : | . i
Company? !Average ow 74.1 |

! Mean temp 82.6° :

Tel: 0870 382 5051

www.florida-holidays.co.uk

ABTA & ATOL Protected 6787

|
: Highest temp 101° i
| :

| Lowest temp 66° |
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Feeding pelicans in
Florida is now a second
degree misdemeanour.
Biologists have said
that the birds learn to
rely on the unwanted
fish bits discarded by
fishermen, which could
prevent them from
migrating and cause
death in cold weather.

Hungry coyotes in
Estero, near Fort
Myers have claimed 3
small dogs, injured 3
others and caused 2
owners to go for
rabies shots recently.

In a brief ribbon cutting
ceremony on June 27th
the city of Marco Island
officially opened the
newly finished East
Winterberry Bridge.

A Wal-Mart store in
East Naples was
evacuated for more
than 3 hours on 30th
June after more than a
dozen staff and
customers began
coughing and
complaining of
respiratory problems.
However, after hours
of investigation the
cause of the problem
could not be identified.

American Idol auditions
will be held in
Jacksonville on August
13th.

i Key Tourism Indicators
iJan - May 08

| Year to Date Rental Car
iSurcharge: $63.4 million,

i +10.0%

:Year to Date Average Daily
!Room Rate: $133.24,

I +1.6%

i Source: Smith Travel Research

Coastal News

Summer home sales are off to a great
start, according to a report released by
the Naples Area Board of Realtors®
(NABOR), which tracks home listings
and sales within Collier County
(excluding Marco Island). NABOR
report the following statistics:

Overall pending home sales in the
greater Naples Area, which includes
Naples Beach, North Naples, Central
Naples, South Naples, East Naples,
Immokalee and Ave Maria, increased
37 percent, with 578 in May 2008
compared to 421 in May 2007.

Overall pending home sales for
properties priced between $300,000 -
$500,000 increased 97 percent year-to
-date, and properties priced more than
$2 million saw a 52 percent increase
with 35 in May 2008 versus 23 the
same month in 2007.

Overall homes sales were 476 in May
2008 compared to 451 in May 2007, a
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six percent increase; overall homes sales of
less than $300,000 increased 39 percent
with 231 in May 2008 compared to 166 in
the same month 2007.

Single-family home sales increased 18
percent overall, with 233 in May 2008
compared to 197 in May 2007; single-
family home sales in the less than
$300,000 category saw a 110 percent
increase with 84 in May 2008 compared to
40 in May 2007.

Pending sales of single-family properties of
less than $300,000 were 156 in May 2008
compared to 30 in April 2007, a 420
percent increase.

Overall condo sales decreased four percent,
with 243 sales in May 2008 versus 254
sales in May 2007; however, pending
condo sales increased two percent with 244
in May 2008 compared to 240 in May 2007.

NABOR no longer contribute sales figures
to statewide figures released by the Florida
Association of Realtors.

Continuing with refurbishment following damaged caused by Hurricane
Charley, The South Seas Island Resort of Captiva Island has detailed ongoing
improvements. A new high-end 60 unit boutique hotel will be built along
with gulf front villas and a new gulf-view restaurant and bar on part of the
West Lawn, a new marina style front, high end condos over retail units on
part of the East Lawn and a new spa on Bayou Peninsula.

An Trish family and a pilot are Florida Lotto Winning Numbers
recovering after their small plane 07/02/08 08 - 09 - 10 - 29 - 38 - 53
crashed into the Gulf of Mexico off 06/28/08 15 - 18 - 19 - 36 - 42 - 48
southwest Florida. 06/25/08 07 - 09 - 21 - 22 - 44 - 47
The twin-engine Cessna had been 06/21/08 08 - 29 - 40 - 42 - 43 - 45
flying Thursday from Key West to 06/18/08 05 - 06 - 17 - 23 - 26 - 38
Marco Island. Authorities only 06/14/08 07727481 = 1191126 =132 =133
identified the passengers as a 06/11/08 24 - 41 - 42 - 46 - 47 - 52
family on vacation from Ireland. 06/07/08 01 - 24 - 25 - 26 - 42 - 45
06/04/08 04 - 06 - 08 - 22 - 37 - 40

Tel: 01273 202071
Fax: 01273 327872

12/13 ship Street
Brighton, BN1 1AD

John A Tuffin & Co

Chartered Accountants

Experts in UK Taxation of income from Foreign Property , Chargeable
gains, UK Wills, probate & Estate Planning.
Please call Roger Tuffin with any questions or to discuss your needs.

Email: rtuffin@jat.co.uk
Web: www.jat.co.uk
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Electronic System for Travel Authorisation

The detail of the new Electronic
System for Travel Authorisation
(ESTA) has now become clear.

All travellers including children
travelling under the visa waiver
system must complete the online
ESTA form from January 12th 2009,
at least 3 days before travel to the
US. Voluntary authorisations can
be obtained online from August 1st
2008. The Authorisation lasts for 2
years, or until your passport ex-
pires, which ever is sooner. Once
issued, you do can travel repeat-
edly within the 2 years without
completing a new ESTA. If any
changes occur, such as name or
biographic changes , a new authori-
sation must be completed.

The questions asked will concern
criminal records, communicable
diseases, past history of visa revo-
cation or deportation and basic data
such as name, date of birth and
passport information. Changes in
address and itinery can be made
online after the ESTA form has
been submitted. It is worth noting
that 'initially' there will be no fee to
submit an application, which sug-
gests that down the line a fee could

be imposed by the U.S. Govern-
ment.

The ESTA will not replace the need
for visa's for those normally requir-
ing them and those who have been
refused entry or a visa will not
qualify for ESTA. Travellers will still
be required to go through pre-
clearance at the port of entry as
normal. If a traveller is not ap-
proved for travel through ESTA,
they will have to apply for a visa
through the normal procedures.

Approval will be instant for most
travellers, shown by a
‘Authorisation Approved’ notice on
the website. In some cases ap-
proval may take up to 72 hours and
an 'Authorisation Pending’ notice
will be seen. A small humber of
passengers will receive
‘Authorisation Denied’ notices.
There will be a link on the website
to the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) Travel Redress In-
quiry Program to examine denials,
but there is no guarantee that the
decision will be reversed. Embas-
sies and Consulates will not be
able to provide information about
why an application has been de-

Consumer Index continues to drop

The Florida Consumer Confidence index has fallen a further 9 points since April to an all time low of 57 points. All
5 of the separate components that make up the index fell, with the largest drop of 17 points in the 'Perception of
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nied.

ESTA data will remain active for the
duration of the ESTA after which it
will be maintained for 1 year. After
that it will be archived for a further
12 years with limited access. How-
ever, the ESTA will replace the pa-
per I 94W form, and when the
ESTA has been used in lieu of the I-
94W, the ESTA will be maintained
in accordance with the retention
scheduled for I-94W which is 75
years.

The information may also be shared
with foreign governmental agencies
responsible for investigating or
prosecuting the violations of civil or
criminal laws.

Until the ESTA is mandatory (after
Jan 12 2009) travellers in posses-
sion of a valid ESTA will still need to
complete and present the I 94W
form issued on the plane. The ESTA
form can be completed after August
1st 2008 at https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/

You do not need to have existing
travel plans to complete the ESTA.

Holders of current, valid visas will
not need an ESTA.

whether it is a good time to buy big ticket items'. This was the sole component that had risen in April, by 3
points. “These are by far the worst readings we have ever seen,” Chris McCarty (Director of University of

Florida's Survey Research Center) said. “"There is no other way to interpret these numbers other than to say that

Florida consumers are hurting. Based on these results, I would have to predict consumer spending in Florida to
pull back dramatically in the coming months.”

British American Property Solutions INC

www.britishamericanproperties.com

The Florida One Stop Service for-

. Buying or Selling Real Estate
. Home Inspections
. Currency Exchange, Mortgage + Tax Partners

Contact: John McLoughlin +1 407 666 3279

i Federal Reserve’s Beige
: Book reports a softening in
: tourism in several regions:

i since the last report as

| incomes were pinched by
i rising energy and food

. prices,” the Fed said.
!“Higher energy prices also

I ~Consumer spending slowed

john@britishamericanproperties.com

| appeared to damp domestic |
| tourism.” I
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Park Tit-bits

Disney plans to build
a 100 lane bowling
stadium suitable for
international tourna-
ments at the Wide
World of Sports. The
lanes, stadium seat-
ing and restaurant
should be completed
by early 2010. When
not in use for compe-
titions the stadium
will be open to the
public.

SeaWorld Orlando is
experimenting with
hand-held
"interactive park
map" devices that
combine video back-
ground with global-
positioning technol-
ogy. The units pro-
vide an interactive
map of the park,
with text, audio and
video background on
different locations,
including on animals.
First introduced June
12, a limited number
of "Shamu's Smart-
guides" are renting
for $18.25 a day.
SeaWorld hopes to
soon allow visitors to
reserve them online.

A Disney World con-
struction employee
injured on June 13th
died last week.

I
iThe six nightclubs that

: compose most of

| .
- Pleasure Island will close

!after Sept. 27. Some

I'buildings within Pleasure

I Island could be

| demolished or

| refurbished for

| restaurants or shops.

Theme Park News
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A new international landmark will make its
home in Orlando. Great Wheel Corporation
announced it will begin construction on the
Great Orlando Wheel, North America’s
iconic observation wheel. Scheduled to open
in 2010, the Great Orlando Wheel will tower
400 feet. It will capture the experience of
flight with spectacular views spanning 25
miles in all directions. The Great Orlando
Wheel will sit on 20 acres next to the
Orlando - Orange County Convention
Center, in the heart of the thriving tourism
corridor. Located at 6503 Westwood
Boulevard, the giant wheel will be less than
five minutes from Interstate 4 and SR 528.
The location is convenient to the Orlando
International Airport; downtown Orlando;
and the area’s world-premier theme parks,
hotels and attractions.

Typhoon Lagoon offers pre-opening time
surfing lessons in the park. The lessons
cost $140 and are run by experts from
the Ron Jon Surfing School. Count on an
early start, 6.45am normally and 5.45am
during peak summer “Early Magic” days.
There are only 12 students per session
and children can take part with parental
permission - no discount applies. All
equipment is provided except swimsuits
of coursel!

The Great Orlando Wheel

A Towering 400 feet, the Gr
Wheel is as tall as Orlando’s highest

skyscrapers and equally wide.

A At 660 tons, the Whe
weigh more than 15 commercial airliners.

A The spindleds diamet
as the Lincoln Tunnel that connects New
Jersey with midtown Manhattan.

A Approximately 3,000
be used to build the Great Orlando Wheel,
about the same amount it takes to
produce 2,000 trucks.

A The total weight of t
capsules will be 4,200 tons. That's twice

as heavy as the Space Shuttle Discovery
and its engine components at liftoff.

A The Great Orlando Wh
be approximately 380 feet, twice the size
of an Olympic swimming pool.

A The Wheel s circumfe
feet. Extended in a straight line, that’s
four times the length of an American
football field.

A One Great Orlando
will weigh approximately 18 tons -
equalling the weight of nine, full-size
standard utility vehicles (SUVs).

o
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Stop! Will your next guest trash your Villa?

Search to see if guest has been identified by a previous owner
Check if rental email is a known scam
Add your previous guests who you would not have back

| FREE registration on www.owner-watch.com

i Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: graham@owner-watch.com
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Café Tu Tu Tango

CAFE TU TU TANGO Orlando, opened
in 1994, as one of five of the award-
winning Coconut Grove-based
eateries. Since its opening in 1991,
TANGO's innovative concept has
captured the national media spotlight
and garnered several awards including
Nation’s Restaurant News “Hot
Concepts” and the 1996 “Visionary
Award” for casual dining. This year it
has been voted “"Best Appetizers
2008” by Orlando Magazine.
Specializing in an all appetizer size
menu focusing on flavours from
around the globe, CAFE TU TU TANGO
recreates the Bohemian look and feel
of an artist’s garret in Barcelona,
where original art abounds and
continuous entertainment and a laid
back artistic atmosphere always keep
a party in progress. The design of
each restaurant varies to some
degree, yet all TANGOS share certain
underlying elements and create the
same energetic blend of art, colour
and entertainment. In tune with
TANGO's affinity for art, each
restaurant sponsors a “Starving Artist
Program”, employing local artists to
paint, draw or sculpt, in exchange for
food. The art, all available for sale, is
displayed throughout the restaurant,
with proceeds going to the artist. In
addition, TANGO hosts an
entertainment program in each
restaurant, with local performers
breaking out into spontaneous song,
dance or other forms of performance,
creating an exciting and energetic
atmosphere for diners.

8625 International Drive

407-248-2222

And Finally...

You can ban knives and you can
ban guns, but armed crimes can
still go on. Gelando Olivieri tried
to rob a discount beverage store
in DelLand using a spiked palm
plant known as a Spanish
bayonet! Amazing cctv footage
shows Olivieri entering the store
with his t-shirt pulled up over his
head, brandishing the palm
leaves as weapons, demanding
$50 and threatening harm. He
was eventually chased from the
store by a man armed with a
wooden bar stool!
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A woman was fired from the
Trinity Grill in New Port Richey for
laughing! she was chatting and
laughing with a customer at the
bar when the owner asked her to
stop. She giggled and asked if the
owner was serious, at which point
he said he was and she would
have to go home if she laughed
again. Well, I guess she must
have smirked because she was
fired on the spot! The owner said
he had had no complaints, but he
likes a quiet and cosy atmosphere
and her laugh was preventing
that. Better not go there if you
are feeling happy and might let
loose with the odd guffaw!

Useful Contacts

US Accountant

Jan Marie Doughty

01243 536026

UK Accountant

Roger Tuffin

01273 202071

Home Inspector/Realtor

John Mcloughlin

407-666-3279

Realtor Alan Martin 407-832-4888
Realtor Tom Schmidt 407-247-3023
Mortgage/Refinance Mike Dover 407-924-1838

Emigration/Visa advice

Andrew Bartlett

0207 096 1227

Flights

Yvonne Holmes

0870 382 5051

Long Term Rentals

Graham Hardy

0207 193 3440

Currency Exchange

Moneycorp

0207 589 3000

Travel Insurance

Columbus Travel Insurance

0800 980 1030

Airport Parking

Help-Me-Park.com

Homeowner Insurance

Camille Gentles

321-832-0390

Car Hire

Elle Hubbard

01428 741438

Credit Card Services

Pauline Lowe

407-557-5860

Attorney

Robert Hendry

407-843-5880

Handy Man Services

Paul Mortlock

352-988-3852

Home Décor/Art

Simon Eason

0845 092 0188

L
»w
florildahomesonly.com

Diversify your property portfolio and
invest in Long Term Rental opportunities.

# Full Broker/management capability
# Consider converting STR to Long Term rental
# Contact us now to find out more

www._floridahomesonly.com
Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: Graham@floridahomesonly.com

Next | ssueé
Email and Enquiry Scams

B2 Visas
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www.carhireflorida.net

Alamo: All Inclusive Package; CDW, Extended Protection ($1 million), Third Party
Liability, Sales & State Tax, Airport Fees, Unlimited Mileage and only one driver,

pay for fuel on arrival. Please call to see if the upgrade offer has been extended;
C2-12, C4 - 14, 12-F2, 14 - F4, F4 - SUV. Pre-registration now available.

Economy 2 door £99 Intermediate 4 door £119 Luxury 4 door £163
Economy 4 door £101 Full size 2 door £124 Convertible 2 seater £163
Compact 2 door £105 Full size 4 door £127 Minivan 8 seater £180
Compact 4 door £108 Premium 4 door £153 Chevrolet Equinox £122
Intermediate 2 door £116 Minivan 7 seater £153 Sport Utility £163

Dollar: All Inclusive package: CDW, LDW, SLI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited
mileage and one additional (over 25) driver, pay for initial tank on arrival. Please call to see if the
upgrade offer has been extended; C2-12, C4 - 14, 12-F2, 14 - F4.

Economy 2 door £99 Intermediate 4 door £121 Luxury 4 door £160
Economy 4 door £101 Full size 2 door £128 Convertible 2 seater £160
Compact 2 door £105 Full size 4 door £130 Minivan 8 seater £187
Compact 4 door £108 Premium 4 door £149 Sport Utility £171
Intermediate 2 door £119 Minivan 7 seater £160 Premium SUV 7 seats £185

Budget: Gold package; CDW, LDW, ALI($1 million) UMP, Taxes, Airport fees, HFC, CFC, Unlimited mileage
and one additional (over 25) driver, Fuel: collect full and return full.

Current Budget offer: Upgrade from C2 - 12, C4 - 14, 12 - F2, 14 - F4, F4 - P4 (subject to availability and
not including Xmas or Easter) valid for collections before 24/12/2009 Pre-Registration available at
Orlando & Sanford

Economy 2 door £97 Intermediate 4 door £118 Luxury 4 door £163
Economy 4 door £99 Full size 2 door £123 Convertible 2 seater £163
Compact 2 door £103 Full size 4 door £126 Sport Utility £163
Compact 4 door £106 Premium 4 door £153 Sport Utility 8 Seater £187
Intermediate 2 door  £115 Minivan 7 seater £153

All Prices shown are per week:
Upgraded packages to include additional drivers and initial tank of fuel are available for all providers.
We can also arrange young driver packages, Sat Nav units & discounts for long stay.

Please email Elle, admin@carhireflorida.net or call; 01428 741438 or 0500 50 50 87

Travel Insurance MONEYCORP

From Columbus Commercial Foreign Exchange

Annual Family Policy from £71.49 o
Save the cost of your subscription in just

Couples Policy from £68.09 two transactions!
Call 0207 589 3000 to set up a

trading facility and quote “Florida

Upper age limit now 88 years

Please call Columbus Travel Insurance on Homes and Travel”.
0800 980 103@Quoting FHAT Or open a trading facility online at
www.floridahomesandtravel.com, www.floridahomesandtravel.com/

48t 8500 GeNI 6St |LyadNg yoO§e oexchange mortgage rates.

Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK

01428 741 438 011 441 428 741 438 fhandt@btopenworld.com
Www.floridahomesandtravel.com www.carhireflorida.net
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