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missed the collapse of XL, and therefore
Travel City Direct with it on Friday 12th
September. TCD was the second largest
provider of tourists from the UK to Florida
and a collapse as big as this affects many,
from those unfortunate people who lost
their holidays, to villa owners and
management companies, for whom TCD
was a main source of guests. How this
loss will pan out over the long term for
villa owners, management companies and
how future flight prices will be affected is
an unanswerable question. But for villa
owners dealing with upset guests who
have lost their flights and possibly
therefore their holiday - itis the Terms
and Conditions that could be occupying
the mind. Guests who had booked flights
and villas with a credit card are in the
reasonable position of reclaiming their
money under Section 75 of the Consumer
Credit Law and they may be able to
rebook flights (if they have money
available) as it may take up to 6 months
to achieve a refund from their credit card.
But what if they cannot? Standard travel
insurance excludes "bankruptcy/liquidation

transport company” and because of this
exclusion, none of the associated
expenses are covered e.g. the villa/
accommodation. There are a few
exceptions: The Post Office (up to $1500)
AXAbGs I ndependent
£3000) which is also sold through M & S
(up to £6000). Swiftcover will add up to
£3000 of protection for an additional £1.
This leaves the unprotected independent
traveller looking to recoup their loss from
you, the homeowner, and if your T & C's
have not accounted for this possibility you
are facing problems.

It is important to have a final cut off date

in your T & C's after which no money is
refundable if the client cannot travel. If
they have a genuine personal reason why
they cannot travel, their travel insurance
will cover this (on a good policy), but if

you operate your home as a business then
you really should have this covered. In
this situation some owners offer to refund
part or all of the money if they are able to
rebook the dates which is usually seen as
a fair compromise.

Homebuyers File Civil Cases

On 22 August 2008 a Civil Action was filed in the Orange County Circuit Court against
The Superior Group LLC. There are 42 defendants listed on the party details including
the many different trading names of Superior such as Superior Homes and
Investments LLC, Superior Group Management LLC, Superior Management LLC, in fact
14 different Limited Liability Companies. Also on the list is Florida Homes and
Investments and then many individual names starting with those of Richard Wilkes,
Valerie Wilkes, Russel Christner Jr and Leah A Christner who are listed as Managing
Members/Managers of The Superior Group LLC in its Annual Report dated April 30th
2008. The case type is listed as Breach of Contract and there is a list of 63 plaintiffs,
28 of whom appear to be couples. Superior took deposits for planned homes at
Oakmont and Regal Oaks as far back as 2004 which have yet to be built. A separate
civil case was filed in Orange County on 1st April 2008 against Superior Homes and
Investments LLC, and a Summary Final Judgment was issued against Superior in the

sum of $302,755.50 on July 7th 2008.

Travelle
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From the Editor

After our fairly disastrous
last trip to Florida (thank
you Rainforest Café!) we
are returning for another
attempt this week. The of-
fice is of course manned as
usual so | am sure we

(listed on page 10) and
dine at the Coral Reef
restaurant (also in
Epcot). | am quite look-
ing forward to sampling
some of the food and
wine offerings too!

wonodt be missedpyrwd Kok are 8al

also make your car hire
reservations direct on line
at our revamped website

www.carhireflorida.net at

your own leisure.

We shall be heading to the
Epcot Food and Wine Festi-
val where we intend to
catch one of the concerts

gerly anticipating some
early Halloween she-
nanigans at Disney and
SeaWorld - at 9yrs and
7yrs | think they are a
tad too young for the
madness of Universal
Studios Fright Nights
(page 6 & 7)!
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Due to our holiday, the
renewal letters have
been printed slightly
earlier than usual, so if
they cross with pay-
ments in the post or
bank, please accept my
apologies, we will sort
through any confusion
on our return.

Elle Hubbard

Moneycorp U S Dollar Update

What's going on?

A week ago Washington told the
world there would be no more
rescues for financial companies
that had got themselves into
trouble by taking undue risks. A
day later it was forced into a U -
turn to avoid insurance giant AlG
going under and plunging the
whole financial system into tur-
moil. On Thursday evening the
US Treasury Secretary revealed a
much more ambitious plan
whereby the government would
buy the illiquid and non -
performing securities that banks
are unable to sell elsewhere. The
plan's aim was to restore confi-
dence to money markets and un
crunch the credit system.

Initially stock markets reacted
positively to the plan. Then in-
vestors began to identify its flaws
and weaknesses. Some won-
dered whether it would even get
off the ground. The Dollar took
two days of heavy punishment on
the assumption that the US gov-
ernment would simply end up
wearing all these "toxic" assets
on its own account.

The Euro and Swiss Franc did
well from the confusion; when

investors dump the Dollar their
first reaction is usually to buy
Euros instead. Most other curren-
cies, including Sterling, have been
sidelined. They have risen against
the Dollar but have remained rela-
tively steady against each other.

What's looking cheap?

If the guys in Washington can get
their act together, and if they can
persuade the world that their bail-
out plan will work without crip-
pling the federal accounts, the
Dollar could regain some support.
After two months of strong pro-
gress a correction was overdue
and last week's move would fit
that bill.

Beyond that, nervousness and
volatility in all markets makes it
exceedingly difficult to make reli-
able or worthwhile forecasts of
where prices will go next. What
looks good today can easily look
awful tomorrow. Apparently good
decisions can quickly turn bad as
events unfold.

What should | worry about?

The words and actions of politi-
cians and central bankers on both
sides of the Atlantic suggest they
don't intend to allow any high

street banks to go under. They
are trying to identify a solution
that would free up the wheels of
finance and allow the finance
world to get back to business as
usual. But that solution is not
yetin place.

Credit will remain tight and ex-
change rate movements will
remain a by -product of nervous-
ness about all that is going on.
Sterling has managed to remain
out of the spotlight during the
last couple of weeks but the
Labour party conference might
attract unwanted attention. If
you will need foreign currency
for a property investment con-
sider buying half of it now as a
hedge against Sterling falling
back.

Subscribers to Florida Homes and
Travel who open a Trading Facility
wi || have
waived for all transactions they
complete with them and will receive
a Privilege Card entitling them to
commission free currency and a 1%
improvement on the exchange rate
at any of the TTT Moneycorp cur-
rency exchange bureaux locations.
Tel: 0207589 3000

American Accountant

for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing. ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice. FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling.

Jan Marie Doughty CPA
has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fourteen
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (L040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund &
8288-B applications, ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.

contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA  for a chat or further details
Florida Property & Business Services LLC
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex P0O20 1UZ England
or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach FL 32931 Tel/fax 001 321 784 8329
website www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com

(Certified Public Accountant)

Telffax 01243 536026

Moneycorpos
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News Roundup

Details of incentives
granted to European
airlines by Orlando
International Airport
have been revealed. The
2 year incentives
encouraged the airlines
to start or increase flights
to the airport and give
deep discounts on rates
for facilities such as
airfield gates and federal
inspection stations. The
incentives for British
Airways, Virgin Atlantic,
Aer Lingus and Lufthansa
vary in their application.
BA for example save
$1072.75 per flight, but
only on the 3 additional
flights introduced this
year. Virgin by contrast
only save $452.50 per
flight, but this applies to
all flights, so during the
summer when the airline
had 23 weekly flights the
company saved over
$10,000.

All travellers collecting
rental cars from Orlando
International Airport after
Oct 1st will need to pay a
Customer Facility Charge
of $2.50 per day (capped
at $12.50) plus tax. This
charge has been
introduced by the airport
authority to pay for
improvements, and is not
included within any rental
vouchers at this time,
although it probably will
before too long.

A father and 12 -yr old son
were pulled from the sea
off Daytona Beach after
spending 12 hours treading
water in the Atlantic. The
son got pulled out to sea in
a current and the father
jumped in to save him.
Volusia County is of course
the county with the highest
number of shark attacks!

Osceola County has
indicated that it wishes to
create a new sports arena
using tourist tax dollars
thatarering  -fenced for
items that benefit

tourism. A state of the

art facility could certainly
do that, but where to

build it? Possible sites
being looked at are the
former site of Splendid
China, the area around
Gaylord Palms at Osceola
Parkway, and down at
ChampionsGate.

Following the closure of
the Sangham Indian
Restaurant at Polo Park on
US 192, we can reassure
curry lovers that a new
Indian restaurant has
opened on US 192 near SR
535. Madras is receiving
good reviews from Brits

New variable speed limits
have begun on | 4 from
Maitland Boulevard to
Orange Blossom Trail.
The limits will fluctuate
with the heaviness of the
traffic, especially in the
event of a crash. The
idea is to keep traffic
moving, by making
everyone move slowly.
Traffic violations will be
issued to drivers
exceeding the limits,
even if they are lower
than the usual limit.

Attorney General Bill
McCollum issued 4
subpoenas to gas
companies following over
325 complaints of price
gouging after Gov Crist
issued a State of
Emergency in anticipation
of Hurricane lke. One
report was of gas at $5.49
a gallon by OIA.
Unjustified price hikes are
illegal during a State of
Emergency, prices must
remain at the 30 day
average prior to the issue
of the emergency notice.
However, justified
increases in costs can be
passed along to the
customer.
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In Brief

who have tried it
If you get there

Average Mortgage Rates

before us, please | Term
let us all know Fixed 30yr
what it is like!

July Aug Sep
6.43% 6.36% 5.78%

Adjustable 1 yr 5.97% 5.95% 5.44%

For trend indication only.

Source: www.freddiemac.com

www.FVOS.com

“Taking the fear out of websites..”

Custom, high-quality designs
Range of pricing packages
Professional, friendly service

sales@fvos.com www.fvos.com
tel: +1 407 390 7000

.
FioridaVilla

Owner Services,.c.

Republican Vice Presi-
dential candidate Sarah
Palin was campaigning
in The Villages on Sun-
day 21st September
where 20,000 of the
36,000 registered vot-
ers are republican.
Barack Obama visited
Tampa for 2 days ahead
of his first debate with
John McCain on the
26th.

Daytona Beach Interna-
tional Airport traffic de-
creased by 27% in June
compared with the same
month the year before.

Delta and Northwest

aim to be flying under a
single operating certifi-

cate in the next 15 - 18
months.

A truck from the U.S.
Mint crashed and over-
turned about 45 miles
east of Orlando on | 95
spilling approx $180,000
in nickels across the
highway. Despite an
extensive clear up at the
time FHP officers have
since removed over
$300 from hopefuls dig-
ging in the dirt.

The first criminal from
Lake County since 1959
was due to be executed
in the Florida State
Prison on September
23rd for killing two
small children with a
gun. A total of 66
criminals have been
executed in Florida
since the death penalty
was re -instated in
1976.
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In Brief

The Florida Association
of Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau annual
meeting in Destin will
dedicate the meeting to
examining the subject
of oil drilling in the
eastern Gulf of Mexico.

The office of the Attor-
ney General has sued 10
companies and 15 indi-
viduals for their alleged
roles in a significant
mortgage fraud scheme
in central Florida. The
ring obtained more than
$37 million in mortgage
loans for at least 60
home purchases and
siphoned off more than
$6 million of those loan
proceeds for their own
use.

Rey Homes, a Central
Florida residential con-
struction company, is
incorporating solar
power features into
homes and common
area amenities
throughout its VillaSol
community in Osceola
County.

With banks worldwide
feeling the strain, how
safe is your money if you
have it stored in a Flor-
ida bank? The Federal
Deposit Insurance Corp
is a federal agency that
guarantees consumer
deposits up to $100,000
including interest ac-
crued. If you have
$200,000 and split it
between 2 unrelated
banks the whole
$200,000 will be cov-
ered. However, not all
banks are backed by the
FDIC - you can check a
list of banks at

www.fdic.gov.

Homeowner News

Homesteaded homeowners are
discovering the flip side of the Save our
Homes amendment now home values
have dropped. SOH protects
homeowners by restricting an increase in
property tax assessments to 3%, or the
consumer price index, whichever is
lower and this has protected many
homeowners in the last few years when
home values have rocketed. But now,
when values have dropped, homeowners
are wondering why their assessment
hasn't dropped similarly and this is down
to a little known rule called recapture.
The original SOH amendment in 1992
did not cover what would happen if
market values drop, so then Governor
Lawton Chiles and the Cabinet adopted
the recapture rule whereby an
assessment increases according to the
amendment's criteria no matter if a
home's market value goes up, down or
stays the same!

How does the Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae rescue affect you?

Freddie and Fannie buy mortgages
from lenders like Bank of America
and Wachovia, and package them
into securities, which are then sold
to investors. The level of investor
demand for debt sold by Freddie
and Fannie pushes their borrowing
costs higher or lower which in turn
affects mortgage interest rates.
The Treasury Department is to
make an initial purchase of $5
billion of those securities in an
effort to make more loans available
to consumers and lower interest
rates. Mortgage rates have already
fallen to 5.93% from 6.35%
following the bail out of Freddie and
Fannie. It is hoped that this might
get home buyers off the fence and
start property shifting again.

Schlage LiNK deadbolts and locks

provide homeowners with the power to
remotely control and monitor access to
their home 24/7 with any web -enabled
mobile phone or computer. The system
provides keyless entry through 4 -digit
access codes that can be entered,
activated, deleted or disabled on the

lock's 11 -digit push button keypad, or

via the Schlage LiNK web portal or

mobile application. Via the Schlage

LiNK online portal, homeowners also

have the control to set up user codes for
specific days and times, receive text or
e-mail notifications when certain codes
are used and track codes that have

been used over the past 90 days. The
Schlage LiNK Starter Kit retails for $299
and includes one Schlage LiNK deadbolt
or lock, a wireless Z -Wave Bridge and a
compatible light module.

State Farmds | atest
application has been refused, as has
permission to appeal the decision
through the Division of Administrative
Decisions. Unrelated news is that
State Farm may have overcharged
policy holders who had added home
strengthening features to their homes
such as hurricane shutters, or
reinforced garage doors. It has been
announced that State Farm must
refund about 98,000 homeowners, to
the tune of around $120 million!
Many of the homeowners have since
had their policy dropped, so will
receive a refund cheque, whilst
existing policy holders will get a
credit on their premium. The
insurance giant has had to make a
penalty payment of $1 million to the
Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund.
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Frontline Florida Realty Inc

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from
the UK and have done what you want to do.

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.
Need a loan? Want to move to Florida? We can help with these too!!
In UK call: 0871 900 8830 In Florida Call: 407 832 4888
Or call Free inthe US: 1877 438 6815

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com www. FrontlineFloridaRealty.com

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost
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Amendment 5 will not be on
November's ballot page after the
Florida Supreme Court stripped it,
citing the "misleading

wordsmithing" in ballot language.
"Sponsors attempt to use phrases
and wording techniques to persuade
voters to vote in favor of the
proposal” said the unanimous
opinion. Amendment 5 was created
by the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission which only meets every
20 years. Two of its other
amendments were also removed.
Amendment 5 would have removed
the portion of property tax which
goes towards schools and increased
sales tax by 1 cent to compensate.
However, the language of the
Amendment for the ballot did not
make clear that the governments'
commitment to make sure schools
received equal funding from the
state was only for one year.

The Condominium Act compels boards
to include in the annual budget re-
serves for capital expenditures and
deferred maintenance for building im-
provements the cost of repair or re-
placement which will exceed $10,000.
However, the members have the
right, annually, to waive the reserves
or put in less than is adequate. From
October 1st, the Proxy form used by
unit owners to vote on whether or not
to waive reserves must now contain
the following statement in bold capital
letters, in a larger font than the rest

of the form:  WAIVING OF RE-
SERVES, IN WHOLE OR IN PART,
OR ALLOWING ALTERNATIVE
USES OF EXISTING RESERVES
MAY RESULT IN UNIT OWNER LI-
ABILITY FOR PAYMENT OF UNAN-
TICIPATED SPECIAL ASSESS-
MENTS REGARDING THOSE ITEMS.

The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) has
found that the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) is not following its own rules in admitting new
countries to the Visa Waiver Program (VWP), and
has not yet announced when it plans to certify that
the Electronic System for Travel Authorization
(ESTA) is 'Fully Operational’, but does intend to
make it mandatory by January 12th 2009. The
online ESTA will replace the green | 94W form
completed on the plane from that date and is an
integral part of new countries joining the VWP. The
53 page report shows the DHS did not follow its own
November 2007 standard operating procedures,
which set forth key milestones to be met before
countries are admitted to the VWP. In August 2007,
Congress passed the 9/11 Act, which provides the
DHS with the authority to consider expanding the
program to countries whose short -term business
and tourism visa refusal rates were between 3 and
10 percent in the prior fiscal year. The DHS is
negotiating with several countries which have fiscal
year 2007 refusal rates above 10% such as
Hungary, and Latvia, but not negotiating with
several countries with fiscal year 2007 refusal rates
below 10% such as Croatia and Taiwan. The GAO
also reports that "For DHS to maintain its authority
to admit certain countries into the program, it must
incorporate biometric indicators (such as
fingerprints) into the air exit system by July 1, 2009.
However, DHS is unlikely to meet this timeline due
to several unresolved issues. In addition, DHS does
not fully consider countries' overstay rates when
assessing illegal immigration risks in the Visa Waiver
Program." The GAO finally recommends that the
DHS establish a transparent process for VWP
expansion, and improve and monitor overstay rates
for current and aspiring program countries.

Responsible home and condo owners are facing an
increasing number of special assessments and
higher fees from their associations to cover the
growing costs due to owners not meeting their
obligations because they have lost their home.
Banks which now own properties are reluctant to
pay fees or maintenance until the property is sold.

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY

TODAYO S

Orlando: (407) 924 -1838
Tarpon Springs: (727) 945 -7722

mike@connectms.com

LOW START RATE OF 3.5%
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MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 'launched website:

E ukinusa.fco.gov.uk. |
i (worth a look to see |
i how the UK |
London: 020 7193 4300 | Government likes to
Www.connectms.com | be perceived)_
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Halloween Tricks & Treats

When the Disney characters dress
up for
loween Party this September and
October, Mickey Mouse and Minnie
Mouse will be debuting a whole
new look. Mickey has traded his
scarecrow costume for stunning
purple and orange eveningwear fit
for a Halloween ball. Not to be

outdone, Mi ckeyos

Mouse, exchanged her witch cos-
tume for a party dress to comple-
ment

Mi ckeyds
For

5 top hat and pur-
] ple tails. For

Mi nni e,
party dress with
a purple hat with
an orange ribbon
i bright and col-
ourful, befitting
the fun on 26
evenings between Sept. 5 and

Oct. 31 when Magic Kingdom

hosts the popular after
party.

Guests are invited to dress up as
well for the 7 p.m.  -midnight party
which features two scheduled en-
tertainment extravaganzas which
guests can see at no other time:
the ABY®uUO

-hours

Mi c-S@ $cargHaN o t

atti

it dgiadngs

Parties are slated for Oct. 2, 3, 4,
5,7,9, 10, 13, 16, 19, 21, 23, 24,

where children can dance with an
ice DJ, learn from a school of fish,

" &nd play with a sea fairy. Offering
Mi ¢ k e y ,more thah  million pieces of trick

-or-treat sweets,
loween Spooktacular uniquely
chi
with enchanted pathways and
charming sea creatures, providing
the utmost in family  -friendly trick
or-treating.

One of Sesame
residents, The Count, along with
his friends from Sesame Street
even gets into the Halloween
spirit, wi t h
Spooktacular character breakfast.
Little ones will sing, groove and
mingle side -by-side with Sesame
Street characters, while listening

to Halloween -themed music and
enjoying a
ffet.*

Hal | owe edyqoRdilar Highlights Include:

| drends

Se

Stre

Count

speci al

d d th b itchi A H
rade an € EWE T C R S -Trear 8B Breets Using

Hal |l oWi sheso fi
Il ar .
and also a chance to experience
popular attractions throughout the

evening.

rewor
T h e ra@-dreating galiore k

b %pogk%ceulgrtmgp%, Los-

tumed youngsters can search for
hi dden
more than a dozen different sta-

fifantaseabod

et 0|ar taked MaRelOctobers
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tions, all featuring an array of
sweet treats. New for this year is

tastico fun,
treaters as they stroll through col-
ourful, playful schools of pumpkin
fish.

a Wo Wild ¥fngs atBRdfire Inn 1 In

this show, guests will gain a new

i f agppréciat@rpfcr Ratutfe'@ mosti f e

misunderstood creepy creatures
as they take centre stage at Sea-
fire Inn.

SeaWor |l dés Hal
-5,11 -
12,18 -19, 24 -26 and 31, and is

included in a

mission. The event begins each

V 0 dhy d¢ PL&. ! 18afing the littlest
-eyed for
activiti

of trick -or-treaters wide
the dayods

Mrs. Mackeral leads the way in an

t I e andebwhte® fantased during Seaworld's

Halloween Spooktacular

By Air:

149

* Examine the implication of
i : emigration issues such as
health insurance, school,
property taxes, mortgages,
lifestyle issues etc

Andrew Bartlett
Independent Emigration and Property Specialist

* Discuss the EB5 visa options
that allow permanent residency
for work or retirement. Is it vi-
able, which projects suited them
best, what are the pros & cons? and overpay.

* Selling/Buying property in
Florida?

Advice, information, briefings, consultations

i 'l Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk

0207 096 1227

Find out where Brits go wrong

w-@r- ¢ 0 mi

| oween

singl e

es

a healthy choice: Chig

26, 28, 30, 31. To purchase ad- E - asweeter tasting banana
vance tickets, guests can call 407/ that's just the right size! Frozen
W-DISNEY or visit disney- Fun Zone i Anice DJ will melt the
world.com/halloween. ice during a Spooktacular celebra-

t’ tion sure to heat up the area with
m‘ \ m e interactive games and activities.
From pumpkin fishes to friendly Strolling Entertainment 7 Gummy
sea witches, Halloween meets the Worm Wanda, Salt Water Taffy,
sea this October during Sea- and Swedish Fish Suzy are among
Worl dés Hal |l oween Sp otbek3b fancitullsencreatures that

best girl Mi nni e . N . S

carviing an underwaterwiilflanermseadgain -join t

ng

S

d

a
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new. Someone youdve
before but long -feared. Someone ) A
. . .".‘3 who inflicts fear beyond compre- [ AL '
h (RSB N

hension. Come face to face with

Page 7

(161

‘i

Based on his popularity as a part your deepest fears as Bloody Busch Gardens Tampa Bay kicks off
of last yearo6s FrealMary brings hist or y itsninthseasonofgut -wrenching
Brushwood is returning to Hallow- ing urban legends to life. In the scares with the Iaunch' of the Howl -
een Horror Nights, but this time, haunted houses or on the dark- O-.Scream 2008 wepsﬂe, Ra_Ve”'
with his own show. Full of the ened streets, there TW|:§.com, a\r;:jptr;e |ntrToduct|onkof

. S . . . . exciting new ear Tour pack-
most intense, riveting and disturb- safe in the most immersive horror 9 o P
. N . ages, horrifying new haunted
ing feats youdve eV cexperience ever. ,
; d 1 Bri . houses, and the new faces of evil

or me i ve, riano:

] itself i the lovely Raven Twins.
thrilled and appalled guests at

Halloween Horror Nights 17. This
year, Brian will take his perform-
ance to a whole new level, pre-
senting some of his signature acts

For 17 select nights, Howl  -O-Scream
2008 will prove that not all night-

mares happen while you sleep. The
devious creatures that infest all -new
haunted houses, scare zones, thrill-

in a dedicated show that will run Now in its 18th year, Halloween ing shows and even the streets
all 23 nights of the event. Horror Nights annually draws themselves will have guests watch-
Briands show has b e chundreds of thousands of horror ing their backs, and bone  -chilling
fAmazing! 0 by Jay L «fansfromaround the globe to this roller coasters keep the screams
Aifunny, danger ous aione-of-a-kind event. Tony Tim- coming all night long.
original 06 by magi ci ipone,Editorof Fangoria Maga- Howl - O- Scream 2008 is a separate
Penn & Teller. He is the author of zine, said, fAAfter tcketedevent and the general ad-
The Professional 6s (parksallacrossthe US for the mission price is $64.95. Savings are
Eating, Pack the House and last 20 years, | can easily say available on advance ticket pur-
Cheats, Cons, Swindles, and that Universal 6s i s chasesforPassport Members, Flor-
Tricks. Brian also tours at col- businessé Hal | owe e n idaResidentsand with a coupon
leges, clubs and on television in Nights is the ultimate Halloween from participating Muvico Theaters
almost every state in the U.S. experience. 0 or Budweiser retailers throughout

. . . ~ the state.
For more information on Brian ltds the greatest e
Brushwood, visit terror ever unleashed anywhere, The event runs select Thursday, Fri-

day and Saturday nights during Oc-
tober: Oct. 2 -4,9-11,16 -18,23 -25
and Oct. 30 -Nov. 1. Operating

hours are 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. on

www.shwood.com . and you can experience it all,
LI'VE, only at Unive
een Horror Nights

For 23 nights this fall, guests will
experience the most chilling and

psychologically intense Halloween For more information on Hallow- Thursday and Sunday nights. Friday
Horror Nights in history at Univer- een Horror Nights 18, visit and Saturday hours are 7:30 p.m.
sal Studios Florida. There will be www.halloweenhorrornights.com/ to 2 a.m.

all-new haunted houses, scare- orlando_

zones and shows. And at the cen- October 2 -5,9-12,16 -19,22 -26

ter of the horror will be someone and October 29 -November.

Florida Holidays S :

| Orlando Almanac - !

j October |

UK based Tour Operator/ Need More Rentals? Looking To Change : _ . i
Travel Agent with Management | Average high  84.4 |

own Management Team in Company? !Average low 65.7° I
Orlando Tel: 0870 382 5051 | Mean temp 75 10 !

| .
www.florida__ -holidays.co.uk : Highest temp 95

|
ABTA & ATOL Protected 6787 i Lowest temp 44° i



http://www.shwood.com
http://www.halloweenhorrornights.com/orlando/
http://www.halloweenhorrornights.com/orlando/
http://www.florida-holidays.co.uk
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The Hyatt Regency in
Miami has joined a
growing list of hotels
to become designated
members of the
Florida Green Lodging
program. The
designation enable the
Hyatt Regency to
receive business from
individuals and
organisations that
demand eco -friendly
lodgings.

American Airlines has
cut jobs and 6 of its 16
flights from Fort
Lauderdale
International Airport
citing high fuel costs.
United Airlines and
Midwest Airlines are
ending service to Fort
Lauderdale altogether
for the same reason.

Florida Power and
Light has received the
go ahead from the
Florida Public Service
Commission to build
three solar power
plants in DeSoto,
Martin and Brevard
Counties.

LaBelle City
Commissioners have
approved plans for
South LaBelle Village, a
1,018 -acre
development of regional
impact that could
include as many as
2,500 homes.

Coastal News

October 2008

With all the rain that fell on Florida this summer, and average rainfall exceeding 50

inches, it is easy to forget that Florida has a real problem providing enough water for

all its 18 million residents* and 82.4 million annual visitors*. It is the storage of the

rainwater that poses the problem. Wastewater, generated by domestic processes,
t o

has capital costs between $12 -$17 gal l on
ridian, the aquifer under most of Florida, has capital costs of $6

a

salinate while rainwater captured in reservoirs has a capital cost of $3
making it the most cost effective and environmentally friendly way to provide fresh

water. Reservoirs are traditionally created by damming a valley, but in Florida reser-

voirs have to be built above ground, and because of the problems associated with cre-

ating and maintaining levee walls, they are not usually very deep, typically only 10 -
15 feet above ground. A former rock mine in West Palm Beach county has made use

of unique geological features to store up to 15 billion gallons of rainwater at depths of

up to 58 feet. Prehistoric oceans and rivers alternately covered and then receded

away from this part of Florida. Early cycles left a deep layer of fine sand that sup-

ported dense strands of turtle grass. A more recent period left an ancient reef

Page 8
6cl eand.
$8 a gallon to de-
- $4 per gallon,
-like

structure made of limestone that provided the rock that was commercially mined. The
dense sand that underlies the rock formation meant that when the rock was removed
the hole that remained could be used efficiently to store water. A public
nership between the South Florida Water Management District and Palm Beach Aggre-
gates completed the conversion of the mine to Loxahatchee Reservoir $150 million
under original estimate, and 6 years ahead of schedule! The reservoir could supply

the 100,000 residents of West Palm Beach for 15 months before running dry.
* 2006 figures

Tourism losses in the Keys due to
evacuations for Hurricane lke,
Tropical storm Fay and fringe
winds from Gustav, were about
$29 million. This was mitigated
slightly by about 10,000
motorbike riders who descended
on Key West for the 36th annual
Key West Poker Fun generating

place Oct 17

Tel: 305

-947 -5826

- private part-

The Sunny Isles Beach Jazz Fest will take
- 19th with local and
international performers, including Nestor
Torres, Nicole Henry, Ed Calle, Roberto
Perera and Maryel Epps.

Florida Lotto Winning Numbers

approximately $7.5 million in

visitor related spending through

the Keys. 09/20/08
. . 09/17/08

Business and community leaders of

Lakewood Ranch have 09/13/08

commissioned a study to look at 09/10/08

the feasibility of becoming an 09/06/08

incorporated city. The results are 09/03/08

02
04
21
04
11
04

17
08
22
14
23
06

24 - 26 - 48 - 51
37 - 41 - 43 - 48
33-34-38-52
22 - 44 - 50 - 52
26 - 44 - 44 - 45
09 - 22 - 30 - 53

due later this fall.

i Domestic Jet Services
| to Florida started on |
| Dec 10 1958 with a |
I National Airlines |
'light between Miami |
. and New York :

John A Tuffin & Co

Chartered Accountants

Tel: 01273 202071
Fax: 01273 327872

12/13 ship Street
Brighton, BN1 1AD

Experts in UK Taxation of income from Foreign Property , Chargeable
gains, UK Wills, probate & Estate Planning.
Please calRogerTuffinwith any questions or to discuss your needs.

Email:rtuffin@jat.co.uld

Web: www.jat.co.uk

Bracki


mailto:rtuffin@jat.co.uk
http://www.jat.co.uk
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Locating Tradesmen

This is something we all need
to do at some point or an-
other, and it is a process that
can seem at the outset quite
daunting. Management com-
panies can perform many
6handymané
more skilled operators, but
there is a considerable per-
centage of villa owners who
dondt have a
company, or who wish to sort
these tasks themselves.

Dennis Cunningham has seen
the trouble that sourcing a
reputable tradesman can
cause and has put effort into
minimising this with a new
website; BidABuilder.com.
The idea is quite simple, Bid-
ABuilder maintain a database
of licensed contractors, you
put in the project you require,
and local contractors will pro-
vide quotes for you.

We asked BidABuilder.com
how they screen their contrac-
tors and Zsolt Enzsol provided
this explanation of their proc-
esses:

filn order to
nity better and create a safe
and secure environment not
only for our homeowners, but
to our existing contractors, we
must perform the highest
standard of security measures
to our new applicants at bid-
abuilder.com.

This validation process in-
cludes the following steps on
our part;

ser e rdwr

Firstly, and most importantly,
we perform a nationwide
criminal background check on
every single contractor, prior
to their sign up completion.
This background check allows

dut i e sustoexansne anninstant ac-

cess to all criminal, felony,
misdemeanour, sex offender
and other criminal offense

ma n agga@dse nt

Equally important is our li-
cense and insurance verifica-
tion check. Here, we are
checking and validating each
contractords
pensation, Liability Insurance,
Automobile Insurance, as well
as license number and Tax ID
verification and activity status.
By completing and passing
these important steps, we are
also creating an equal oppor-
tunity for all of our existing
contractors to operate under
these regulations.

Of course to the homeowner,
we not only provide these ap-
proved contractors, but allow
them to view each contrac-
paommd -e
photograph and images of
their previous work. This will
tremendously reduce any
doubts and allow contractors
to make an incredible first
impression.

As for the performance of the
work, it is completely in the
hands of our contractors. Nev-
ertheless, homeowners are
able to rate each contractor

Wo r kbeforé putting 0 mere de-

October 2008
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according to their perform-
ances and/or other important
factors, which will allow other
homeowners to examine and
select these companies ac-
cordinglyo.
Contractors pay a fee to be-
long to BidABuilder.com, so
the homeowner incurs no cost
in using the service. A home-
owner selects a type of work
required, from cabinetry to
roofing, or even removals,
then that is fine tuned through
a couple of drop down boxes

fiwe

perform a

nationwide
criminal
background

checko

tailed information of the re-

quirements into a project de-
scription box. Homeowners
can select between a project

that is 6éready to hired or
6pl anning and budgetingd6 and
also give a timeframe. There ~ .

. o Nview each

is even a facility to ask for an

Oemergency ser vi (REEESEIPIEGN whi c

could be useful for the plumb-

ing contractors! profile

On average a homeowner information,
should have between 3 and 5
contractors bidding on the

i n f REOIeGh QYL unipss and png a
binding contract is signed
there is no obligation to con-

tinue.

|D)

photograph

and images
of their

All users of the site are highly
recommended to rate the
work afterwards, to help fu-
ture customers.

previous

work O

Www.bidabuilder.com
Tel: 1 -888 -604 -8243

Travel Insurance
From Columbus
Annual Family Policy from £71.49

Couples Policy from £68.09
Upper age limit now 88 years

Pl ease

http://ww.columbusdirect.com/index.cfm?sourcecode=fhat

cal |l

Col umbus

| In 1958 a home |
: cost $10 per sq ft%
i to build. ;
0800 odb MBOPBILLESIS | ot
| between $150- !
$300 per sq ft

on



http://www.bidabuilder.com
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Park Tit -bits

Epcot Food and Wine Festival

Walt Disney World guests can sip, taste and

enjoy live entertainment all day long as the
Epcot International Food & Wine

Festival celebrates 13 years of first
wine and cuisine Sept. 26 -Nov. 9.

Disney is offering
free entry to guests
who can prove it is
their birthday that
day during 2009, as
part of a new cam-
paign to encourage
celebrations at the
parks and combat a
possible downturn
in attendance as a
result of the credit
crunch.

The Pleasure Island
nightclub complex
closed for the last
time on September
27th to make way for
more restaurants
and shops.

Disney has now
confirmed that the
15 - Storey structure
by the Contempo-
rary resort is to be
used by the Disney
Vacation Club.
There will also be
60 timeshare units
at the Treehouse

Villas at
Saratoga Springs
resort.

The Spirit of Aloha
Dinner Show will be
closed January 13 -
19 2009.

Di

The six -week outdoor festival at Disney's
Epcot theme park serves up authentic
cuisine, wine, entertainment and cultures of
more than 25 international regions. Exotic
marketplaces from South Africa to Mexico
offer exciting taste treats. The festival is the
largest food and wine event of its kind in
the world, beginning at the Festival
Welcome Center in the Wonders of Life
pavilion and fanning around the promenade
encircling World Showcase Lagoon.

Here are a few remarkable facts about the
13th annual event:

3 More than 300 national and international
wines

3 45 fabulous days long

3 More than 76 kinds of international
foods, each appetizer -sized portion
priced $2 -$5

3 More than 160 of America's most
celebrated chefs and Walt Disney World
chefs

-rate
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3 1,200 wine and beer seminars
featuring more than 100 topics

3 More than 1,200 fireworks rockets

exploding each night over World

Showcase Lagoon in "lllumiNations:

Reflections of Earth" grand finale to

the festival

135 Eat to the Beat! concerts

performed

()

33,000 bottles of wine and champagne
1.2 million hors d'oeuvre plates

2.1 million Vanity Fair napkins
750,000 beer cups

690,000 sumptuous samplings
600,000 forks

338,000 wine glasses

PR PR PRPRRPR

100,000 miniature desserts including

Créme Brulee, traditional apple

strudel, baklava and more

f3 3,000 gallons of soup, including
cheddar cheese soup (Montreal
marketplace), seafood gumbo (New
Orleans marketplace), and chilled
tomato and garlic soup (Barcelona
marketplace)

3 1,500 pounds fresh strawberries

Seven Grammy -winning acts join 11 other stellar hit

-makers to bring a rocking mix of

classic tunes to Walt Disney World Resort during the Epcot International Food & Wine

Festival Sept. 26

-Nov. 9. From rock to jazz, funk to pop, 10 new Eat to the Beat! acts

and eight returning bands take their turn on the America Gardens Theatre stage during

concerts at 5:15, 6:30 and 7:45 p.m. daily. T

s Peylod
Oct. 5 -7
Oct. 8 -9
Oct. 10 -1 2
Oct. 13 -1 4
Oct. 15 -1 6
Oct. 17 -1 8

is worth $1.36 !

billion and

accounts for
621,000 acres of |

cultivation.

""" 1
|

he line
St
En
Jo
The
Si st
Davi
Jon

-up (subject to change) includes:

arship starring Mickey Tho
Vogue (NEW) fAHold Ono

nny Lang (NEW, 1 Grammy)
Smithereens (NEW) AA Girl l
er Hazel (NEW) AAlIIl for Yol
d Sanborn (6 Grammys) fALesl
Secada (2 Gr aQomtiyusdjovefi Just Al

A

Stop! Will your next guest trash your Villa?

Search to see if guest has been identified by a previous owner
Check if rental email is a known scam
Add your previous guests who you would not have back

FREE registration on www.owner-watch.com

i
i Contact Graham Hardy on +44 (0)207 193 3440 email: graham@owner-watch.com
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And Finally...

Oct.19 -2 1 Spyro Gyra (NEW) AMg
Oct. 22 -2 3 Otis Day & the Knigh
Oct. 24 -2 6 Expos® fAPoint of No

Oct. 27 -2 8 Kool & The Gang (1 (@
Oct. 29 -3 0 Boyz 1|1 Men (NEW, 4

Oct.31 -Nov . 2 Atl anta Rhythm Secti or
Nov. 3 -5 David Cassidy dal T
Nov. 6 -7 Ni ght Ranger ( NEW)
Nov. 8 -9 Los Lobos (NEW, 3

Thereds additional entertainment throug
performers from many countries weave music, dance, acrobatics and other

acts into the festivities. A sampling of the entertainment slated for the

event includes:

3 High -energy Celtic music of Off Kilter (Canada)

3 The Arabic rhythms of ModRockin (Mor o
3 Voices of Liberty (American Adventure rotunda)

3 Rhythms and harmonies of internationally acclaimed Mariachi Cobre

October 2008

r ArhonregwneD ia Roct Blyers left
ths hofin&thb buy a dbink from
Rtee tocal gasdstation. When he

h passkd alremaval truek parked
jasBdowntthe roadCalmd ais Iset

doubts were confirmed as the
h caméras Waol re¢oled$hb o w
whole thing! There had been a
spate of removal truck
burglaries in the area, but a
man is now 'helping police with

ctheis gnquiries”.
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b rcanm ack justilCreinued r at i on O
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case,

(Mexico)

The laser and musical fireworks Useful Contacts

spectacl e, fill 1l umi Nat/|USAccountant Jan Marie Doughty 01243 536026
Earth, d wraps each f e|UKAccountant Roger Tuffin 01273 202071
style. Home Inspector/Realtor John Mcloughlin 407 -666 -3279
Realtor Alan Martin 407 -832 -4888
In early September a teenager Realtor Tom Schmidt 407 -247 -3023
from Riviera Beach made Mortgage/Refinance Mike Dover 407 -924 -1838

international headlines when he Emigration/Visa advice

Andrew Bartlett

0207 096 1227

was arrested for exposing too

Flights
much underwear under the much

Yvonne Holmes

0870 382 5051

laughed at 'saggy pants' local Long Term Rentals

Graham Hardy

0207 193 3440

ordinance (there was even a slot Currency Exchange

Moneycorp

0207 589 3000

on Jeremy Vine's lunchtime show Travel Insurance

Columbus Travel Insurance

0800 980 1030

on Radio 2 devoted to the fashion ) -
Airport Parking

Help - Me-Park.com

police). Now a Circuit Court

Judge has ruled that the law is Homeowner Insurance

Camille Gentles

321-832-0390

unconstitutional based on the Car Hire

Elle Hubbard

01428 741438

'limited facts' of the case. The Credit Card Services

Pauline Lowe

407 -557 -5860

local ordinance, not the first in
Attorney

Robert Hendry

407 -843 -5880

Florida, was approved in March

and calls for a $150 fine or Handy Man Services

Paul Mortlock

352 -988 -3852

community service - with jail Home Décor/Art

Simon Eason

0845 092 0188

time for habitual offenders! Website Design

Sarah Gatti

407 -390 -7000

R

wh



