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The tumbling value of the pound against a 

strengthening Dollar has had a very 

immediate effect on the price of car hire in 

Florida and the rest of the U.S.  Whilst the 

cost of fuel cut bottom lines for providers 

this summer and started the thought 

processes running, it was the falling pound 

which concentrated the mind completely 

and has forced a huge increase in basic 

car costs which has all but wiped out the 

pound by pound reductions that we have 

seen over the last 3 years.  The hikes are 

a combination of the providers needing to 

increase the rate charged for their cars to 

cover increased costs such as fuel and 

insurance; and UK suppliers needing to 

increase the Sterling rate to counteract 

the Dollar rate they pay providers. 

Unfortunately, rates for all 4 main 

companies increased with only a couple of 

days notice, and this did not allow us to 

give a warning to anyone other than those 

we were immediately dealing with.  Dollar 

and Thrifty led the charge, prices were 

increased on the 1st October just days 

after we went to press, Alamo waited a 

couple of weeks, at one point we thought 

the rates might last until the end of the 

year, but when Sterling lost another 7 

cents against the Dollar, the rates came in 

almost overnight!  Likewise Budget, 

initially a heads up for the end of the year, 

but once it was clear that the others had 

gone up, Budget saw no reason to hang 

about and put the prices up in short shift.  

On a smaller scale I was also forced to 

increase U -Save rates for the same reason 

of the falling pound.  

The new rates have completely re -written 

the face of car hire in Florida, and 

significantly increased the costs of 

vacationing there.  If flight prices also 

increase as many predict, a Florida holiday  

could come to be seen more as that ótrip 

of a lifetimeô rather than a regular 

destination -  almost as cheap as Europe as 

it had become.  

November 2008  
Car Hire Prices  

How will the new President affect tourism 

in Florida?  Both Senators McCain and 

Obama support increasing the number of 

countries that can travel to the US without 

visas.  Obama wants to include countries 

that "have demonstrated a willingness to 

cooperate with the US in achieving 

counterterrorism goals".  McCain wants to 

ensure any countries meet "minimum 

requirements for security and returning 

home after their stay". They both support 

issuing more H -2B visas for temporary 

international workers, relied upon by 

many tourism businesses during peak 

times.   

On the minimum wage Obama wants an 

increase to $9.50 per hour within 3 years, 

linked to inflation.  McCain has so far 

voted against any efforts to raise the 

minimum wage, and opposes linking it to 

inflation.  Florida's minimum wage is 

linked to inflation and will be $7.21 per 

hour on Jan 1 2009.  The tourism industry 

is practically run on minimum wage jobs.  

McCain does not support a move in 

Congress to make it easier to form 

workplace Unions.  The Employee Free 

Choice Act could result in hundreds of 

thousands of tourism employees becoming 

unionised, currently around 30,000 

workers in Central Florida belong to 

unions.  Obama supports the Act, voted 

for it last year when it failed by 9 votes, 

and has said that as (Continued on page 8)
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I am sure all readers will be 

relieved to know that we 

managed a family holiday 

without major ill health or 

incident, if we donôt count a 

quick trip to the doctors for 

Samôs óswimmers earô -  

which we donôt! 

We travelled on a Thomas 

Cook flight with masses of 

leg room, decent food, and 

seated at the front of the 

plane we were pretty much 

first off, and in our Florida 

home within 2 hours of 

touch down.  The only fly in 

the travel ointment was 

baggage reclaim at Gatwick 

which could have only had 

one (rather useless) man 

unloading the luggage!  

It was slightly sad to see 

the XL plane still aban-

doned at Sanford in clear 

sight of the departure 

lounge.  What will happen 

to those planes has yet to 

unravel.  

While we were away we 

were also receiving around 

$1.80 for every £1, and 

spending money we had 

sent over in the summer for 

around $1.95 for every £1.  

How different for people 

travelling just a few short 

weeks later!  

We had an extremely en-

joyable day at the Epcot 

Food and Wine festival.  

The free Sheena Easton 

concert we attended was 

great fun, and she was in 

fine form.  Our eldest son 

Tom (9) was very im-

pressed at her singing and 

performing skills ñfor some-

one that oldò (Sam was 

under the bench listening 

with his eyes closed, so the 

less said about him the bet-

ter!).  

Elle Hubbard  

P.S. As George W bows out, 

we enjoy some of his less elo-

quent moments.  

Sheena Belts out another hit!  

From the Editor  
Page 2 

American Accountant  
for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing.  ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice.  FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling. 

   Jan Marie Doughty CPA  (Certified Public Accountant)  

has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fourteen 
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund & 
8288-B applications,  ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.  

               Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA  for a chat or further details  

Florida Property & Business Services LLC 
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex  PO20 1UZ England      Tel/fax  01243 536026 

or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach  FL 32931  Tel/fax  001 321 784 8329 
website  www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com   

Editor  

Elle Hubbard  

Letters  

May be edited for 

clarity  

Subscriptions  

The subscription 

reference on your 

mailing label 

comprises the first 

three letters of your 

surname, our 

reference number for 

your last subscription 

payment, and the 

month and year that 

your current 

subscription expires. 

If possible please 

quote this in any 

correspondence.  

Please give us four 

weeks notice of a 

change of address to 

ensure your copies 

are correctly 

addressed. If you 

plan to spend time in 

Florida your copies 

can be forwarded to 

your Florida address 

if you advise us in 

advance of your 

travel and return 

dates.  

Copyright 2008 

Florida Homes and 

Travel  

Reproduction 

prohibited without 

written permission. 

Published since 

1989.  Available only 

by annual 

subscription.  

Advertisers  

Advertisements are 

included in good 

faith; Florida Homes 

and Travel can 

accept no 

responsibility for the 

services provided.  

How the time flies when 

you're enjoying yourself.  It 

seems nothing like a month 

ago that we were agonising 

over the passage of Hank 

Paulson' Troubled Asset 

Relief Program.  Since then, 

every major government 

has come out with some-

thing along similar lines but 

only the TARP has the full 

faith and credit of the big-

gest economy in the world.  

For investors who can't 

Moneycorp U S Dollar Update  

bring themselves to buy the 

real superstar -  the Yen -

there is only one home for 

their escape fund; the 

mighty Dollar.  In the last 

month it has leapt by 19 

per cent against the British 

Pound and the move is al-

most entirely of its own 

making.  That it has gone 

such a long way in such a 

short time (30 per cent in 

three months) suggests 

that a technical correction 

Subscribers to Florida Homes and 

Travel who open a Trading Facility 

will have Moneycorpôs Ã15 fee 

waived for all transactions they 

complete with them and will receive 

a Privilege Card entitling them to 

commission free currency and a 1% 

improvement on the exchange rate 

at any of the TTT Moneycorp cur-

rency exchange bureaux locations.  

Tel: 0207589 3000  

must be on the cards but, 

as traders say, "The trend's 

your friend."  

http://www.floridapbs.com/
mailto:FPBS@FloridaPBS.com
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Average Mortgage Rates  

Term  Aug  Sep  Oct  

Fixed 30yr  6.36%  5.78%  6.38%  

Adjustable 1 yr  5.95%  5.44%  5.38%  

For trend indication only.         Source: www.freddiemac.com  

We would like to hear from 

anyone who has completed 

their ESTA (Electronic 

System for Travel 

Authorisation) either 

successfully or not!  We 

would like to share your 

experience with 

subscribers ahead of the 

mandatory date of January 

12 2009.  

The U.S. Government is to 

take over pre - flight 

screening of domestic 

passengers against watch

- lists, from the airlines.  

Airlines will be 

responsible for collecting 

passenger names, gender 

and birthdates instead of 

just names, and then the 

government can check 

the latest lists.  It is 

hoped that the fuller 

information will reduce 

the incidence of mistaken 

identity.  

Florida's chief economist 

Amy Baker has given a 

fairly miserable snapshot 

of Florida this year.  The 

jobless rate is now 6.5%, 

with nearly 100,000 jobs 

lost since April. She says 

the housing market has 

not yet bottomed out and 

new home construction has 

declined all year.  

International tourism was 

supporting flagging 

domestic numbers, but 

that is now expected to 

show a 1% drop as well 

due to the global crisis and 

the strengthening dollar. 

Even lottery sales and cash 

takings from slot machines 

are expected to drop by 

12% which could mean 

that public schools lose 

$15 million from ring 

fenced monies.  

News Roundup  

Page 3 

Thomson Airways (the 

merged Thomsonfly 

and First Choice air-

ways operating from 

next May) is introduc-

ing a complimentary 

baggage allowance of 

10kg for infants under 

2 years from May 1 

2009.  

Continental Airlines 

ceased its Gatwick op-

eration on October 25, 

and added a third daily 

flight to Newark from 

Heathrow on October 26. 

The two daily flights to 

Houston from Heathrow 

will also continue.  

British Airways will in-

crease service from 

Gatwick to Orlando by 

three flights a week 

bringing the number of 

operations to 10 per 

week on March 29th, 

with a Boeing 777 (282 

seats).  

Celebrity Cruise's Celeb-

rity Solstice  is now mak-

ing its way to Fort 

Lauderdale where it will 

be officially named on 

November 14.  It will 

start the Winter Season 

on November 23 with 7 

day Eastern Caribbean 

cruises from Fort 

Lauderdale.  In spring 

2009 it will transfer to 

the Mediterranean for 10 

and 11 night sailings 

from Rome. Celebrity 

Solstice features a half 

acre Lawn Club with real, 

growing grass and the 

Hot Glass Show offered 

through an alliance with 

the Corning Museum of 

Glass. Celebrity has also 

announced plans to end 

fuel surcharges for 2010.  

In Brief  The 2007 - 2008 fiscal 

year, which ended Sept 

30th at Orlando 

International Airport, 

showed a 2.2% increase 

in passengers. 

International traffic 

increased 21.2%. For the 

year a total of 36.5 

million passengers moved 

through Orlando 

International. The 

increase comes even with 

three months of declines 

including September 

traffic reductions of 

12.8%.  

US Airways launch a 

flight from Birmingham 

airport to Philadelphia 

airport on May 13 2009 

giving the potential for 

onward flights to the rest 

of the U.S.  The Boeing 

757 will depart 

Birmingham at 08.45 and 

arrive in Philadelphia at 

11.50. The flights will 

operate daily until the 

end of September.  

Wachovia Corp posted a 

quarterly loss of $23.7 

billion on October 22.  

Wachovia is the biggest 

bank operating in Florida 

and was recently subject 

to a $14 billion take over 

by Wells Fargo -  after 

initially entering talks with 

Citigroup.  Citigroup had 

agreed to a government 

backed buyout of 

Wachovia and is now suing 

both companies to recover 

billions in damages. The 

combined Wachovia and 

Wells Fargo company will 

have total assets of $1.4 

trillion and $787 billion in 

deposits.  

Governor Crist had to send 

stone crab claws and a box 

of Florida Oranges to 

Governor Edward Rendell 

of Pennsylvania following a 

friendly wager over the 

outcome of the World 

Series game between the 

Tampa Bay Rays and the 

Philadelphia Phillies which 

the Phillies won 5 -4 on Oct 

22.  Had the Rays won, 

Gov Rendell  

would have been  

sending a Philly 

cheesesteak and  

soft pretzels to  

Florida.  
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Tourism leaders in Central Florida are predicting another six months at least of 

depressed tourism numbers in the region.  The higher gas prices (for the domestic 

market) and Wall Street turmoil are expected to impact potential domestic 

vacationers and conventioneers.  August occupancy in Orlando area hotels dropped 

by 1.2% over the previous year, and September was expected to be worse.  The 

forecast by the Orlando/Orange County Convention Bureau research dept, this 

spring for international visitation -  particularly UK, showed a 2.5% increase in 2008 

and a further 2.2% increase in 2009.  However, the Washington -  based Travel 

Industry Association predicts that international tourism (including Canada and 

Mexico) to the U.S. will fall off by 1.6% in 2009 due to the global recession. 

Overseas traffic (excluding Canada and Mexico) will fall by 3% at a time when the 

tourism industry is relying on foreign tourists to replace falling domestic numbers.  

Frontline Florida Realty Inc  

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from 
the UK and have done what you want to do.  

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.  

Need a loan?    Want to move to Florida?  We can help with these too!!  

In UK call: 0871 900 8830  In Florida Call: 407 832 4888  

Or call Free in the US: 1 877 438 6815  

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com   www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com  

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost  

The average price of a 

U.S. Gallon of gas has 

dropped below $3 for 

the first time since Feb-

ruary. The average 

price of a gallon of 

regular gas in Florida 

during the last week of 

October was $2.67.  

Work on the new Super 

Target opposite the en-

trance to the Orange 

Lake Town Center 

(Publix) on US 192 (near 

Lindfields) is progressing 

well and looks to be 

ready to open early in 

the new year.  

As the State goes to the 

Polls an arctic blast is 

set to sweep Florida 

reducing overnight 

lows to 48° in South 

Florida.  

Progress Energy Florida 

has told the stateôs Pub-

lic Service Commission 

that it revised its 2009 

fuel projections and 

would shrink a previ-

ously announced sur-

charge by about $7.21 

per month for the aver-

age residential customer.  

By contrast Florida 

Power and Light has 

said that it does not 

intend to reduce sur-

charges anytime soon 

unless the cost of fuel 

stays low for a consid-

erable time.  

As we go to press it is 

reported that Ryan Air 

may accelerate its plan 

to fly from the UK to the 

US to the end of 2009.  

The report suggests 

cheap flights into secon-

dary airports [Melbourne 

for Orlando?] with every-

thing from food to enter-

tainment as extras.  

In Brief  
Crisis management expert Dr David 

Beirman has given a ten point plan for 

the global tourism industry to fight the 

downturn and keep tourists travelling.  

Here are a few aspects that individual 

homeowners could apply to do our bit to 

support our own business!  

1.  Emphasise the "feel good" and 

restorative nature of travel and 

vacations.  Imply it is essential to our 

wellbeing just like food and shelter.  

This could be as simple as re -wording 

your website descriptions.  

2. Promote the value and security of 

your product.  

Perhaps being flexible in your payment 

schedule.  

3. Instead of deep, unsustainable 

discounts, focus on providing added 

value, which could be perceived in 

monetary value.  

Can you get a discount at a local golf 

course, do you offer exceptional games/

childrenôs facilities? 

4. Talk up tourism at every opportunity -  

it is good for the economy!  

For the first time in almost three 

years, Floridaôs existing home sales 

rose in September, noting a 24 

percent increase in activity in the year

- to -year comparison; Septemberôs 

sales of existing condos statewide 

increased 11 percent in the year - to -

year comparison, according to the 

latest housing data released by the 

Florida Association of Realtors® 

(FAR).  

A total of 10,817 existing homes sold 

statewide last month, up 24 percent 

over the 8,725 homes sold in 

September 2007, according to FAR. 

The last time Florida Realtors 

reported higher statewide existing 

single - family home sales was for year

- end 2005, FAR records found. In July 

of this year, six more homes sold 

statewide than in July 2007, but that 

increase was statistically 

insignificant.  

Fourteen of Floridaôs metropolitan 

statistical areas (MSAs) reported 

increased sales of existing homes in 

September; nine MSAs also showed 

gains in condo sales, marking the 

third month in a row that a number of 

markets have noted higher sales 

activity.  

mailto:alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com
http://www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com


Florida Homes and Travel   November 2008  

 

Page 5 

 

 

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY  

TODAYôS LOW START RATE OF 3.5% 

Orlando: (407) 924 - 1838  

Tarpon Springs: (727) 945 - 7722  

London: 020 7193 4300  

www.connectms.com  

"Will the highways on 

the Internet become 

more few?" George W 

Bush, January 2000.  

mike@connectms.com  

Following on from the passage of the Virginia 

Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act (see July 

2008 issue) which commences on December 19 

2008, we wrote to the Florida Swimming Pool 

Association to check the implications (if any) for Villa 

Owners.  We received this reply:  

If I understand you correct, this is a privately owned 

pool attached to a privately owned villa, that I'm 

assuming is rented to a single family.  

You can read the definition of public pools under the 

Federal Act by going to our FSPA website: http://

floridapoolpro.com/industry/news/Industry%

20articles/poolspasafetyact.pdf  

From my understanding of the Act and the facts you 

have told me, your pool is not a public pool and 

therefore does not need to meet the new drain cover 

requirements per the Act.  However, for safety 

reasons FSPA would still urge replacement with one 

of the new 2007 ASTM approved covers.  I would 

also urge you to hire a pool professional to come out 

and inspect the pool, making sure it meets all safety 

requirements, especially since you are renting out 

the villa.  

In addition, if you ever were to replace your drain 

cover after Dec 19, per the federal act, you will only 

be able to buy and install the new 2007 ASTM cover, 

as they will be the only ones on the market as of 

Dec 19.  

One last thing to point out is that the federal act 

does include a residential grant program for states 

to adopt if they so choose.  

Currently, Florida does not require retro - fitting of 

existing residential pools; however, due to this 

federal act and the increased understanding of how 

to prevent suction entrapment in swimming pools, it 

could be possible in the near future that Florida 

would require retro - fitting of residential pools.  This 

would include the drain cover, but also include other 

aspects.  For example, if you currently have a single 

drain pool instead of a dual drain or drainless pool, 

there are devices one can add to a single drain pool 

In Florida, 48 local and state 

governments will receive U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) funding 

earmarked for foreclosure relief under 

the Neighborhood Stabilization 

Program. The program, authorized 

July 30, 2008, provides governments 

with a source of funding to respond to 

rising foreclosures and declining 

property values.  

Florida was allocated $541 million, 

which includes $91,141,478 awarded 

to the Department of Community 

Affairs, under the stateôs Community 

Development Block Grant program, 

and approximately $450 million 

allocated directly to 48 local 

governments.  

Eligible uses for the funds include:  

Å Buying foreclosed homes 

Å Buying land and property 

Å Demolishing or rehabilitating 

abandoned properties  

Å Offering down payment and closing 

cost assistance to low -  to moderate -

income homebuyers  

Å Creating ñland banksò to assemble, 

temporarily manage, and dispose of 

vacant land for the purpose of 

stabilizing neighbourhoods and 

encouraging re -use or redevelopment 

of property  

that provides additional safety.  

Sorry for the long and detailed 

response, but hope this information is 

helpful.  

Jennifer Hatfield  

Director of Government & Public Affairs  

Florida Swimming Pool Association  

941 -952 -9293 (office)  

http://www.connectms.com
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We receive a weekly release from 

the Department of Business and 

Professional Regulation (DBPR) 

which actually contained useful 

information this month that we 

share with you now.   

According to Florida Statute 713, 

Part 1, those who work on your 

property or provide materials, and 

are not paid - in - full, have a right to 

enforce their claim for payment 

against your property. This claim 

is known as a construction lien.  

If your contractor fails to pay sub-

contractors or material suppliers, 

the people who are owed money 

may look to your property for pay-

ment, even if you have paid 

your contractor in full . 

This means that if a lien is filed 

against your property, your 

property could be sold against 

your will to pay for labour, ma-

terials, or other services which 

your contractor may have 

failed to pay.  

Protecting Yourself  

If you hire a contractor and the 

improvements cost more than 

$2,500, you should know the fol-

lowing:  

Å You may be liable if you pay 

your contractor and he then fails 

to pay his suppliers or contractors. 

There is a way to protect yourself. 

A Release of Lien is a written 

statement that removes your 

property from the threat of lien. 

Before you make any payment, be 

sure you receive this waiver from 

suppliers and subcontractors cov-

ering the materials used and work 

performed on your property.  

Å Request from the contractor, via 

certified or registered mail, a list 

of all subcontractors and suppliers 

who have a contract with the con-

tractor to provide services or ma-

terials to your property.  

Å If your contract calls for partial 

payments before the work is com-

pleted, get a Partial Release of 

Lien covering all workers and ma-

terials used to that point.  

Å Before you make the last pay-

ment to your contractor, obtain an 

affidavit from your contractor that 

specifies all unpaid parties who 

performed labour, services or pro-

vided services or materials to your 

property. Make sure that your 

contractor provides you with final 

releases from these parties before 

you make the final payment.  

Å Always file a Notice of Com-

mencement before beginning a 

home construction or remodelling 

project. The local authority that 

issues building permits is required 

to provide this form. You must 

record the form with the Clerk of 

the Circuit Court in the county 

where the property being im-

proved is located. Also post a cer-

tified copy at the job site. (In lieu 

of a certified copy, you may post 

an affidavit stating that a Notice of 

Commencement has been re-

corded. Attach a copy of the No-

tice of Commencement to the affi-

davit.)  

Å In addition, the building depart-

ment is prohibited from perform-

ing the first inspection if the No-

tice of Commencement is not also 

Sub - Contractor Liens     

 

*  Selling/Buying property in 

Florida?  

Find out where Brits go wrong 

and overpay. 

*  Examine the implication of 

emigration issues such as 

health insurance, school, 

property taxes, mortgages, 

lifestyle issues etc 

* Discuss the EB5 visa options 

that allow permanent residency 

for work or retirement.  Is it vi-

able, which projects suited them 

best,  what are the pros & cons? 

Andrew Bartlett  

Independent Emigration and Property Specialist  

Advice, information, briefings, consultations  

Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk  0207 096 1227 

"When I take action, I'm 

not going to fire a $2 

million missile at a $10 

empty tent and hit a 

camel in the butt. It's 

going to be decisive." 

George W Bush 

September, 2001  

filed with the building department. 

You can also supply a notarized 

statement that the Notice has 

been filed, with a copy attached.  

The Notice of Commencement 

notes the intent to begin improve-

ments, the location of the prop-

erty, description of the work and 

the amount of bond (if any). It 

also identifies the property owner, 

contractor, surety, lender and 

other pertinent information. Fail-

ure to record a Notice of Com-

mencement or incorrect informa-

tion on the Notice could contribute 

to your having to pay twice for the 

same work or materials.  

Whose Responsibility is it To 

Get These Releases?  

You can stipulate in the agree-

ment with your contractor that he 

must provide all releases of lien. If 

it is not a part of the contract, 

however, or you act as your own 

contractor, YOU must get the re-

leases.  

If you borrow money to pay for 

the improvements and the lender 

pays the contractor(s) directly 

without obtaining releases, the 

lending institution may be respon-

sible to you for any loss.  

What Can Happen If I Don't 

Get Releases Of Lien?  

You will not be able to sell your 

property unless all outstanding 

liens are paid. Sometimes a land-

owner can even be forced to sell 

his property to satisfy a lien.  

Always require a release of 

lien from anyone who does  

work on your home.  

Source: MyFlorida.com ref Florida Lien 
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Winter Garden   

Winter Garden is an historic little 

city with a vibrant centre and 

peaceful parks.   

This citrus industry community 

was built around the railroad, but 

repeated bad winters during the 

1970ôs and 1980ôs together with 

the opening of Walt Disney World 

just down the road changed the 

dynamics in the city.  The citrus 

industry failed, and the railroad 

closed.  However, the community 

stuck together, and developed a 

focus on maintaining its recent 

history whilst attracting newer 

high tech industries like computer 

companies and digital art studios  

to the downtown area.  

The main street (Plant Street) is 

very traditionally laid out with a 

large paved median between the 

two brick laid, one - lane roads.  

Small shops, bars and bistro cafes 

line the street, with pavement 

dining popular.  There donôt seem 

to be the high end ancient 

boutique shops which can often 

seem to stifle small tourist towns 

and appear to depend entirely on 

lady snow birds of a particular 

vintage for their sales.  Winter 

Garden appears much more ólived 

inô than that.  We stopped at the 

Moon Cricket Grille where we had 

deliciously refreshing Orange 

Cream Sodas and watched the 

world go by.  At a nearby table 

were young mums with their 

young babies enjoying a 

pavement lunch.   

We were there on a Friday and all 

around us people were bustling 

about making the street even 

prettier as they prepared for Music 

Fest 2008, an Annual tradition of 

music and food over 3 days.  

Music Fest is just one of the many  

music and art celebrations held in 

the city.  Every Friday there is a 

Plaza concert featuring a variety of 

folk, Dixie - land Jazz, Cajun, Celtic, 

jazz or blues under the Gazebo on 

Plant Street between 7 and 9pm 

with free entry.  Every Saturday 

between 8am and 1pm there is a 

Farmers market on Plant Street 

and various other festivals take 

place throughout the year.  

Very near to the main street is 

Newton Park, a beautiful 

traditional park overlooking Lake 

Apopka.  Lake Apopka used to be 

one of the foremost fishing lakes 
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Florida Holidays  

Need More Rentals? Looking To Change 

Management 

Company?  

Tel: 0870 382 5051  

UK based Tour Operator/

Travel Agent with  

own Management Team in 

Orlando  

www.florida -holidays.co.uk  

ABTA & ATOL Protected 6787  

Fort Myers Almanac -  

November  

Average high  80.2°  

Average low  60.4°  

Mean temp  70.3°  

Highest temp     95°  

Lowest temp     34°  

in Florida, but 50 years of 

pollution from farming, the citrus 

industry and lakeside communities 

caused the lake to turn pea green 

and cut off oxygen in the water 

essential for the wildlife.  In 1985 

an Act was passed to restore Lake 

Apopka.  This work continues, but 

when we visited the success of the 

restoration could be seen in the 

abundant wildlife we witnessed.  

In our short visit we saw turtles, a 

young alligator, osprey and bald 

eagles fighting over a catch (the 

eagle won), blue heron, bitterns, 

moorhens and various fish.   

An original pier  juts out over the 

lake, and walkways encourage 

exploration.  There is a play park 

area suitable for younger children, 

picnic tables and gazebos.  A 

couple of halls available for hire 

overlook the immaculately 

maintained park, and restrooms 

are also close by.  We spent an 

enjoyable hour here nature 

spotting before heading down to 

main street for those refreshing 

cream sodas.  

Winter Garden is about 20 

minutes up the Western Beltway 

from US 192.  

Information Center at Newton Park  Pier overlooking Lake Apopka  Plant Street, Winter Garden.  

http://www.florida-holidays.co.uk
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Sarasota County has changed its 

coastal setback code to virtually 

ban new construction of sea walls, 

and to toughen the rules for home-

owners wishing to build swimming 

pools or rebuild their homes. The 

county is convinced that seawalls 

actually increase erosion at their 

ends -  on neighbouring properties 

and cut off public access to 

beaches.  The county estimates 

that currently about 9 miles of its 

coastline is effected by these prob-

lems.  The ordinance has been re-

vised to put the onus onto owners 

to prove that their proposed sea 

wall will not cause erosion to adja-

cent properties (virtually impossi-

ble).  Homes endangered by coastal 

erosion will have to rebuild further 

inland, or put the house onto stilts 

rather than building protective sea 

walls.  

Airline USA3000 withdrew from 

the small St Petersburg airport in 

August citing increased fuel costs.  

But the airline has loyal travellers 

and 7,000 of them signed a 

petition begging the airline to 

return to Tampa Bay.  Now fuel 

prices have dropped, and the 

airline is to return with a once 

daily round trip to Chicago 

starting just before Christmas. 

Introductory fares are as low as 

$94.99 one way on its website 

usa3000.com.  

Florida Agriculture and Consumer 

Services Commissioner Charles H. 

Bronson is reminding consumers whose 

homes contain a polybutylene pipe 

system that time is running out to file a 

claim in a nationwide class - action 

settlement. (See page 4 FH & T Dec/Jan 

08) Under the terms of the class - action 

settlement with the manufacturer, Shell 

Oil, homeowners who have experienced 

a PB pipe leak may qualify for a free 

plumbing replacement if a leak is 

detected by January 31, 2009, and they 

file their claims by May 1, 2009.  

Coastal News   

Page 8 

No more taxis, no more bus queues, just drive up, drop off and go!  

For a discount on regular prices, please call 0870 300 6009 and mention Florida Homes 

and Travel.  

Residents in Jupiter 

could see water bills 

increase for the 

second time this year 

if a vote on November 

10 approves the rise of 

around $1.60 per 

month (for average 

use of 10,000 gallons 

a month).  

The Florida Keys are 

fighting the current 

tourism downturn with 

a $500,000 ad 

campaign with money 

taken from an 

emergency fund.  One 

of the clever 

promotions features a 

shot of the Seven Mile 

Bridge from the air with 

the caption "Officially, 

it's called the Overseas 

Highway, but in times 

like these, its a road to 

recovery."  

A ghoulish celebration 

in Miami as October 

drew to an end.  For 

the first time since 

1966 a whole month 

had passed in Miami 

without a murder!  

Sarasota has failed in 

its bid to lure the 

Boston Red Sox away 

from Fort Myers for 

training.  Fort Myers  

upped its offer by $20 

million and  promised a 

new stadium and 6 

practice fields.  The Red 

Sox have signed a 30 -

year contract.  

"There's an old saying in 

Tennessee ð I know it's 

in Texas, probably in 

Tennessee ð that says, 

fool me once, shame on 

ð shame on you. Fool 

me ð you can't get 

fooled again." George W 

Bush September, 2002  

Florida Lotto Winning Numbers  

10/29/08  04 -08 -11 -15 -46 -53  

10/25/08  14 -34 -36 -39 -49 -53  

10/22/08  04 -06 -26 -27 -33 -45  

10/18/08  13 -19 -20 -31 -38 -49  

10/15/08  07 -12 -17 -19 -42 -53  

10/11/08  04 -08 -17 -22 -25 -35  

10/08/08  07 -18 -20 -27 -37 -51  

10/04/08  01 -02 -06 -24 -26 -51  

10/01/08  11 -23 -33 -39 -40 -49  

09/27/08  28 -31 -32 -45 -48 -49  

09/24/08  05 -08 -16 -20 -28 -51  

Continued from page 1  

President he would sign it into law.  

Obama is a co -sponsor of the Travel 

Promotion Act currently before Congress.  

Under the plan travellers from certain 

countries such as the UK, Japan and 

Germany would have to pay an additional 

$10 that would be put directly into a 

Federal tourism marketing program. 

McCain opposes this plan and believes 

tourism should pay for its own advertising.  

http://www.help-me-park.com/
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astronaut by ship.  The 7 as-

tronauts each had a capsule 

which they named, and each 

included the number 7 in the 

name to denote the fact that 

they were a team.  

Alan Shepherd flew the first 

capsule, named Freedom 7 , 

on May 5, 1961.  He launched 

from complex 5 on a Redstone 

rocket, reaching an altitude of 

116 miles, splashing down 

304 miles into the Atlantic.  

His flight lasted around 15 

minutes.  

John Glenn became the first 

American to orbit the earth in 

the third Mercury flight on 

February 20 1962.  His 

Friendship 7 capsule circled 

the earth 3 times before 

splashing down 800 miles 

southeast of Bermuda after a 

5 hour flight.  

Only 6 of the 7 astronauts 

flew a Mercury capsule, but 

the seventh did go on to fly in 

space as part of the Apollo 

Soyus Test Project crew.  

Kennedyôs focus for the next 

50 years is to establish ña pro-

gram to develop a sustained 

human presence on the moon, 

including a robust precursor 

program to promote explora-

tion, science, commerce and 

U.S. pre -eminence in space, 

and as a stepping stone to 

future exploration of Mars and 

other destinations,ò as de-

scribed in the NASA Authori-

sation Act of 2005.  

aeronautical and space re-

search.  Two months later on 

Oct 1st, the first NASA per-

sonnel reported to work.   

In 1962, NASA broke away 

from the Launch Operations 

Directorate in Huntsville and 

designated Merritt Island 

Launch Area an independent 

field installation in Cape Ca-

naveral, which became the 

Kennedy Space Center in 

1963.  

Just 6 days after the birth of 

NASA the first human space 

flight project was begun.  Pro-

ject Mercuryôs manned space 

flights took place from May 

1961 to May 1963, and all 6 

flights launched from Cape 

Canaveral.   

The  7 men to be chosen to go 

into space where revealed at a 

press conference in April 

1959.  The men were dubbed 

Astronauts , a cross between 

aeronauts , as ballooning pio-

neers were called, and Argo-

nauts , the legendary Greeks 

in search of the Golden 

Fleece.  

The first U.S. spaceship was a 

cone -shaped, one man cap-

sule.  The blunt end was cov-

ered with a heat shield to pro-

tect it against the 3,000 de-

gree heat of re -entry to 

earthôs atmosphere.  Para-

chutes were deployed to slow 

the capsule before it splashed 

down in the Ocean allowing 

recovery of the capsule and 

Since its inception 50 years 

ago, NASAôs scientific and 

technological excellence has 

helped power the nation into 

the 21st century, shaping and 

improving life.  Before NASA 

could stamp a permanent 

presence in history, the Na-

tional Advisory Committee for 

Aeronautics, or NACA con-

ducted the aeronautical re-

search.  In response to the 

advancing European aeronau-

tical programs in 1915, Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson created 

NACA to gain back the U.S. 

lead.  Its first centre, now 

known as NASAôs Langley Re-

search  Center in Hampton 

VA,  was the first government 

facility to coordinate aeronau-

tical research in the civil and 

military sectors.  

NACAôs peace-orientated op-

erations and significant contri-

butions to aeronautics, 

throughout its 43 -year his-

tory, led Congress to organise 

a national program in space 

science formed around NACA.  

On April 2 1958, the bill for 

establishing a National Aero-

nautics and Space Agency was 

submitted.  It reinforced the 

belief that space should only 

be used for peaceful purposes 

and stated that NACA would 

be absorbed into the new 

agency.  On July 29 President 

Eisenhower signed into law 

the National Aeronautics and 

Space Act of 1958, establish-

ing a broad charter for civilian 

NASA Celebrates 50th Anniversary  

ñAstronauts , 

a cross 

between 

aeronauts , 

and 

Argonauts ò 
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ñJust 6 days 

after the 

birth of 

NASA the 

first human 

space flight 

project was 

begun ò 

Travel Insurance 
From Columbus 

Annual Family Policy from £71.49 
Couples Policy from £68.09 

Upper age limit now 88 years 

Please call Columbus on 0800 980 1030 and quote òfható 

http://www.columbusdirect.com/index.cfm?sourcecode=fhat 

"It's clearly a budget. 

It's got a lot of 

numbers in it." George 

W Bush, May, 2000  
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SeaWorld appear to be following the 

Ryan Air School of making money.  

Having introduced its ñCome back all 

yearò policy on daily tickets, it now has 

to claw back money from in - park 

merchandise. When we visited in early 

October we didnôt need to buy new 

tickets because we had ours from April, 

and apart from a drink and a muffin we 

didnôt really eat, or spend money in the 

shops because we had done all that in 

April.  So it was very interesting that 

when we went to ride on Journey to 

Atlantis we were told to put our back 

pack into a locker -  a locker that takes a 

non - refundable quarter! And, if like me, 

you are uncertain if the lock has 

worked and you twist the lock again, 

your quarter has gone -  and you have to 

put in another!  If you want to ride 

again later in the day -  another quarter!  

They have also introduced a ñQuick 

Queueò which can be purchased for just 

$14.99.  For this payment you can enjoy 

unlimited access to the express 

entrances to all the rides and shows.  

As most of the attractions at SeaWorld 

are shows, what this actually means is 

that you get in to the attraction before 

the rest of the guests -  so you can sit 

there even longer -  and pay for the 

privilege!  

Mickey Mouse is returning to the Hawaiian 

Islands 71 years after surfing there in one 

of Walt Disney's earliest films Hawaiian 

Holiday .  Walt Disney Parks and Resorts has 

unveiled plans for a hotel and time share 

complex by one of the man -made lagoons 

at Ko Olina on West Oahu.  Plans show a 

350 room hotel and 480 vacation villas 

expected to be completed in 2011.  

Tinker Bell finally 

gets a starring role 

in her own self ti-

tled DVD.  The com-

puter animated film 

does break with tra-

dition in that Tink 

can now speak, but 

it shows the young 

fairy in Pixie Hollow 

long before the arri-

val of Peter Pan.  

Available now in 

America and on No-

vember 10 in the 

UK.  

Disneyôs Hall of 

Presidents is now 

closed as Disney pre-

pares to welcome the 

44th President, but it 

wonôt be a quick turn 

around.  The exhibit 

will undergo a fairly 

extensive update and 

refit lasting about 8 

months before re-

opening with the new 

President and his 

address.  

The planned 100 

lane bowling centre 

at Disneyôs World 

Wide of Sport has 

been hit by the 

credit crunch.  The 

private deal has 

failed to attract in-

vestment so far.  

The first tourna-

ment is booked for 

2013.  

Theme Park News  
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Park Tit - bits  

"I know the human 

being and fish can 

coexist peacefully." 

George W Bush 

September, 2000  

On October 1st all FastPass distribution 

for show attractions was suspended. The 

affected shows are Mickeyôs 

PhilharMagic, Stitchôs Great Escape, 

Voyage of the Little Mermaid, The Indiana 

Jones Epic Stunt Spectacular, Lights, 

Motors, Action!, Honey, I Shrunk the 

Audience!, and Itôs Tough to be a Bug. 

The reason for the suspension has not 

been given but will carry on until at least 

September 30th next year.  

Have you ever thought that walking 

around the theme parks in hot humid 

weather is a fine torture?  Well put Dubai 

on your list for future destinations.  The 

Universal Theme Park planned to open in 

Dubai will be mostly ñunder roof and air 

conditionedò.  A must really when daily 

temperatures exceed 100°!  

The imagination was sparked by a recent 

story of an armed man who emerged from 

the restroom on a Mears bus brandishing a 

gun and demanding to be taken to 

Downtown Disney.  The driver obliged and 

the man calmly got off the bus and 

disappeared into the throng.  But if he 

couldnôt afford to pay for the bus, what was 

he going to buy?  Or perhaps he was a ócast 

memberô whose car had broken down?  

Police failed to track the man down despite 

a detailed description from the bus driver.  

SeaWorld welcomed UK diving teen 

sensation Tom Daley during October.  He 

wowed guests in a special performance of 

his Olympic dives prior to SeaWorld's Blue 

Horizons show, followed by an up -close 

encounter with Shamu, the killer whale. 

He spent the remainder of his time 

swimming with dolphins at Discovery 

Cove, testing the waterslides at Aquatica 

and challenging roller coasters at Busch 

Gardens in Tampa.  
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 The Coral Reef Restaurant  
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The Coral Reef restaurant is located alongside The Seas exhibit in Disneyôs EPCOT.  Unsurprisingly, the menu 

focus is on fish, although there are a few land based offerings available.  With blue mosaic tiled walls, and curves 

instead of straight lines, the whole feel is rather like being in an underwater cavern.  

The restaurant itself has one focus wall which is also the side of the coral reef aquarium; the tables are all 

arranged in levels ï stadium style so that every table has a good view of the fish.  A helpful guide to the fish is 

provided along with the menus so that diners can indulge in fish spotting rather than conversation!  

Our server was David from Cincinnati and he was very helpful, in fact we felt he was a one man master class in 

óservingô.  Catch of the day was Black Grouper, pan seared with wild mushroom and scallop risotto, with a celery 

root nage, finished with truffle oil ($26.99).  This moist white fish was beautifully presented atop the risotto with 

wild mushrooms completing the layers.  All the flavours, whilst delicate, were identifiable and worked together as 

an artistôs palette.  The only complaint with this dish was that Tim could have eaten it again! 

I chose the Grilled Mahi Mahi, topped with spiced pineapple chutney, over cashew - jasmine rice, and finished with 

coconut rum beurre blanc ($25.99).  On the menu this dish was paired with a wine recommendation of Chalk Hill 

Imagine Chardonnay, Sonoma County, which at $12.50 turned out to be priced by the glass, so David 

recommended an organic Californian Chardonnay produced by a pair of ñsixties hippiesò at $9.00 per glass.  He 

even brought the bottle out to show me the label which is produced from hemp and feels just like paper.  The 

Mahi Mahi was moist, delicate and snowy white, the spiced chutney married well with the slight nutty flavour 

provided by the cashew nuts.  The dish was beautifully balanced and it looked slightly more substantial than the 

Grouper ï I found it plenty big enough!  

For dessert we had a toffee crème 

Brulee which was pronounced ñdivineò, 

and a mango sorbet over fresh fruit 

which was truly smooth, with none of 

the slight aftertaste that mango can 

provide.  

This is a very popular restaurant that 

books out weeks ahead, so to get a 

reservation that will allow you to be 

finished before the ñIlluminationsò can 

take a bit of forward planning.  If you 

have a special occasion coming up you 

could even try to book one of the divers 

to hold up a message inside the 

aquarium ï but that really will require 

planning!  

Reservations can be made from 180 

days ahead at 1 -800 -WDW-Dine.  

Useful Contacts  

US Accountant  01243 536026  Jan Marie Doughty  

UK Accountant  01273 202071  Roger Tuffin  

Home Inspector/Realtor  407 -666 -3279  John Mcloughlin  

Realtor  407 -832 -4888  Alan Martin  

Realtor  407 -247 -3023  Tom Schmidt  

Mortgage/Refinance  407 -924 -1838  Mike Dover  

Emigration/Visa advice  0207 096 1227  Andrew Bartlett  

Flights  0870 382 5051  Yvonne Holmes  

Long Term Rentals  0207 193 3440  Graham Hardy  

Currency Exchange  0207 589 3000  Moneycorp  

Travel Insurance  0800 980 1030  Columbus Travel Insurance  

Airport Parking  0870 300 6009  Help -Me-Park.com  

Homeowner Insurance  321 -832 -0390  Camille Gentles  

Car Hire  Elle Hubbard  01428 741438  

Credit Card Services  Pauline Lowe  407 -557 -5860  

Attorney  Robert Hendry  407 -843 -5880  

Handy Man Services  Paul Mortlock  352 -988 -3852  

Home Décor/Art  Simon Eason  0845 092 0188  

Website Design  Sarah Gatti  407 -390 -7000  

"We cannot let 

terrorists and rogue 

nations hold this 

nation hostile or hold 

our allies hostile.'' 

George W Bush 

August, 2000  
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Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK  

01428 741 438  011 441 428 741 438  fhandt@btopenworld.com  

Www.floridahomesandtravel.com  www.carhireflorida.net   

Save the cost of your subscription in just two 

transactions! 

Call 0207 589 3000 to set up a free trading facility and 

ǉǳƻǘŜ άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ IƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭέΦ 

 

or email Elle, admin@carhireflorida.net   

or call 01428 741438   or free phone 0500 50 50 87   

Car Type  Alamo   Budget  Dollar   Thrifty   U- Save  

Economy 2 door  £112   £104   £103   £93   n/a   

Economy 4 door  £114   £108   £107   £97   £156   

Compact 2 door  £119   £113   £114   £102   n/a   

Compact 4 door  £123   £116   £117   £104   n/a   

Intermediate 2 door  £132   £130   £129   £115   n/a   

Intermediate 4 door  £135   £135   £134   £120   £177   

Full size 2 door  £140   £141   £140   £125   n/a   

Full size 4 door  £143   £145   £144   £129   £191   

Premium 4 door**  £171   £165   £164   £154   £220   

Luxury 4 door**  £182   £181   £178   £167   n/a   

Convertible 2 door **  £182   £181   £178   £167   £228   

Minivan 7 seater **  £171   £179   £177   £167   £246   

Minivan 8 seater **  £201   n/a   £196   £182   n/a   

Sport Utility **  £182   £165   £166   £152   £246   

Intermediate Sport Utility **  £138   n/a   £148   £136   n/a   

Full Size Sport Utility 7 seats**  £161   n/a   n/a   n/a   n/a   

Premium Sport Utility 7 seats**  n/a   £189   £189   £175   n/a   

12 -  15 seater **  £263   £267   £271   n/a   n/a   

All prices shown are per week on the Standard Insurance package which 

includes: CDW, LDW, SLI ($1 million), UMP, Taxes, Fees and unlimited mileage.  

Alamo, Dollar and Thrifty include only 1 driver, Budget and U -Save (ideal for 

young drivers) include 2 on the Standard package.  Upgraded packages to 

include extra drivers and the initial tank of fuel are available.  Please call for 

prices.  

Budget Upgrade!  

Complimentary 
upgrade to the next 

category up, Compact 
to Intermediate to Full 
size to Premium until 

Dec 2009! 

Alamo Upgrade!  

Upgrade to the next 
category up, Compact 
to Intermediate, for 

collections between Jan 
5th and March 31st 2009 

 

 

 

SAT NAV 

From £30 Per week! 

Prices correct at time of press  

** Request Vehicle, requires 48 hour confirmation   

For a quote, or to book please see www.carhireflorida.net  

mailto:admin@carhireflorida.net

