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Congressman Alan Grayson (FL - 8) has requested that the Florida Supreme 

Court halt all foreclosures involving three firms under investigation for 

document fraud.  In a letter to Chief Justice Charles Canady, dated 

September 20, 2010, Congressman Grayson highlights the issue of illegal 

foreclosures.  The Law Offices of Marshall C. Watson P.A., Shapiro & 

Freeman, LLP and the Law Offices of David J. Stern, P.A.  ï constitute roughly 

80% of all foreclosure proceedings in Florida.  All three are currently under 

investigation by the Attorney Generalôs Economic Crimes Division as to 

whether improper documentation may have been created and filed with 

Florida courts to speed up foreclosure processes, potentially without the 

knowledge or consent of the homeowners involved. Because many 

mortgages have been bought and sold by different institutions multiple 

times, key paperwork involved in the process to obtain foreclosure 

judgments is often missing. On numerous occasions, allegedly fabricated 

documents have been presented to the courts in foreclosure actions to obtain 

final judgments against homeowners. Thousands of final judgments of 

foreclosure against Florida homeowners may have been the result of the 

allegedly improper actions of the law firms under investigation.  

ResortQuest, the leading provider of full - service vacation rentals in the U.S. 

was acquired by Wyndham Exchange & Rentals, part of the Wyndham 

Worldwide family of companies in September.  The deal is estimated at $56 

million.  

ResortQuest was created in 1998 by the acquisition of 13 property 

management companies.  The new company was floated on the New York 

Stock Exchange on May 26th 1998.  Within three years the company had 

acquired more than 30 other companies and had resorts in eight western and 

seven eastern states as well as a ski resort in western Canada. Some of the 

companies swallowed up by ResortQuest over the years include Florida Villas 

Direct, Universal Vacations Inc (New Port Richey, Bradenton & Naples) and 

Advantage Vacation Homes by Styles. ResortQuest boasts a portfolio of over 

6,000 properties in the U.S, but has managed as many as 20,000 in the past.  

Wyndham Exchange & Rentals has access to more than 80,000 vacation 

properties in approximately 100 countries. The vacation exchange business 

includes RCI, the worldwide leader in vacation exchange and provider of 

travel services to businesses and consumers and The Registry Collection® 

program, the world's largest luxury exchange program. The vacation rentals 

business includes Hoseasons, cottages4you, Novasol®, Cuendet®,Landal 

GreenParks® , Endless Vacation Rentals® and other renowned vacation 

rental brands through which vacationers can rent a variety of property types, 

from city apartments to villas.  

Wyndham Worldwide owns approximately 606,800 hotel rooms worldwide 

under the hotel brands: Wyndham Hotels and Resorts®, Ramada®, Days 

Inn®, Super 8®, Wingate® by Wyndham, Baymont Inn & Suites®, Microtel 

Inns and Suites®, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham®, Howard Johnson®, 

Travelodge® and Knights Inn® brands.  

Wyndham Acquires ResortQuest  
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The hurricane season really 

got into the swing of things 

in September, with 7 

named storms and a new 

depression formed as I 

write.  I have looked back 

at the most powerful re-

corded storms in the Atlan-

tic Basin as ranked by the 

lowest pressure they dis-

played during their ólifeô. In 

the top 6, 3 of the storms 

were formed in 2005, cul-

minating with the all time 

most powerful storm -  

Wilma. See the boxes at 

the bottom of each page.  

With leaves blowing across 

the window, I look at the 

beautiful clear blue sky in 

the photo illustrating Peter 

Stanhopeôs article on page 

6 (even better in the pdf 

version) and think that is 

quite a while since I have 

seen a sky like that!  

We conclude the profile of 

Gary Young of coastal man-

agement company Univer-

sal Vacations this month.  I 

hope you are enjoying 

these management com-

pany articles as much as I 

am -  it is interesting to find 

the history behind the com-

panies.  Gary also pointed 

out that he wrote all the 

answers to my questions on 

his brand new I Pad, whilst 

on holiday -  and he thor-

oughly recommends them!  

Our article on Page 5 about 

the changes coming in the 

way toll roads charge the 

tolls needs us all to start 

thinking about the best way 

to manage the future 

changes.  Paying a rental 

car company $10 a week 

on top of tolls doesnôt seem 

like a cost effective option 

to me -  so I would appreci-

ate feed back and ideas for 

this item.  

As we go to press next 

month we will be just days 

away from the election of a 

new Governor for Florida.  

Given the way the calendar 

falls this month I donôt 

think we will delay printing 

for this event, and possibly 

we are all a bit fed up of 

politics?  

Wishing you all the best for 

the óFallô wherever you are 

enjoying it.  

Elle Hubbard  

From the Editor  
Page 2 

American Accountant  
for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing.  ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice.  FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling. 

   Jan Marie Doughty CPA  (Certified Public Accountant)  

has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for fifteen 
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund & 
8288-B applications,  ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.  

               Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA  for a chat or further details  

Florida Property & Business Services LLC 
P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex  PO20 1UZ England      Tel/fax  01243 536026 

or 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 203/2, Cocoa Beach  FL 32931  Tel/fax  001 321 784 8329 
website  www.FloridaPBS.com or email FPBS@FloridaPBS.com   
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May be edited for 

clarity  

Subscriptions  

The subscription 

reference on your 

mailing label 

comprises the first 

three letters of your 

surname, our 

reference number for 

your last subscription 

payment, and the 

month and year that 

your current 

subscription expires. 

If possible please 

quote this in any 

correspondence.  

Please give us four 

weeks notice of a 

change of address to 

ensure your copies 

are correctly 

addressed. If you 

plan to spend time in 

Florida your copies 

can be forwarded to 

your Florida address 

if you advise us in 

advance of your 

travel and return 

dates.  

Copyright 2010 

Florida Homes and 

Travel  

Reproduction 

prohibited without 

written permission. 
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1989.  Available only 

by annual 

subscription.  

No clearer exchange rate 

trend emerged in Sep-

tember.  Investors have 

decided they like the 

euro again but, as for 

the pound and the dol-

lar, they cannot decide 

which of the two they 

like less. The arguments 

are similar against both; 

fading economic vitality 

and extremely relaxed 

monetary policy. The 

prospect of double -dip 

recession has been dis-

missed by many analysts 

but there is a real risk 

that growth could remain 

Moneycorp U.S. Dollar Update  

very slow for a consider-

able time. It might not, 

technically, be a reces-

sion but it could feel aw-

fully like one.  

There are also fears that 

the Bank of England and 

the Federal Reserve 

could revisit their strate-

gies of "quantitative eas-

ing", buying government 

bonds in order to provide 

the money market with 

cash. Investors are nerv-

ous about quantitative 

easing because, as with 

acupuncture or home-

Subscribers to Florida Homes and 

Travel who open a Trading Facil-

ity will have Moneycorpôs Ã15 fee 

waived for all transactions they 

complete with them and will re-

ceive a Privilege Card entitling 

them to commission free cur-

rency and a 1% improvement on 

the exchange rate at any of the 

TTT Moneycorp currency ex-

change bureaux locations.  Tel: 

0207589 3000  

opathy, although many 

people think it works, 

nobody can prove that it 

does -  even after the 

event.  

Hurricane Dean 
13/Aug/2007 

907 mb 

http://www.floridapbs.com/
mailto:FPBS@FloridaPBS.com
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The city of Sunrise, Fl, has made a 

triumphant return to the world after 

getting lost in August!  An undisclosed 

error at Google dropped the  

community entirely from Google maps, 

making all of its businesses and city 

departments invisible.  Whilst 

businesses tried reporting the error to 

Google, one owner started a blog about 

the loss to alert other owners.  The 

Mayor sent a letter to Google CEO Eric 

Schmidt and the story got picked up by 

the AP wire.  Within 12 hours of the 

story hitting the media Sunrise was 

back on the map!  According to Google 

staff the timing was entirely 

coincidental.  

As if oil and hurricanes are not enough, 

the gulf coast could be under a new 

threat from a tiny fish.  Venomous 

lionfish have been caught off the coast of 

Pensacola Beach.  A population of the 

small, stripy fish has exploded in the 

Keys since the first sighting in January 

2009, and now it is feared that it is 

spreading through the eastern gulf.  The 

lionfish is a native of the Indian and 

Pacific oceans and threatens many of 

Floridaôs native sea fish as it is extremely 

predatory.  Conversely it has few 

predators itself.  Inexperienced divers 

are also at risk from the painful spikes. 

One theory is that the Keys population 

came from an aquarium that was 

damaged during Hurricane Andrew, this 

may or may not be true, but DNA 

evidence seems to suggest that the 

eastern Atlantic lionfish descend from the 

same 6 or 7 fish.  

From mid - October Norwegian Cruise 

Line ship, The Norwegian Sun will be 

sailing from Port Canaveral, offering 

cruises to the Caribbean.  

News Roundup  
Page 3 

Air France will start a 

non - stop service from 

Paris to Orlando, com-

mencing June 8, 2011. 

The service will operate 

3 times per week 

[strikes permitting -  Ed].  

Continental Airlines has 

moved its Orlando opera-

tions from Terminal A to 

Terminal B, where other 

members of the Star Alli-

ance such as United and 

US Airways are located.  

The move took place on 

Sept 22. Continentalôs 

gates will move from air-

side 1 to airside 3.  

Brazilians are now the 

third largest group of 

travellers to Florida be-

hind Canada and Britain.  

The Brazilians spend 

about as much as we do 

whilst there, on clothes, 

footwear and electron-

ics.  

Southwest Airlines Co. 

has announced plans to 

buy rival airline AirTran 

Holdings Inc. for $1.4 bil-

lion.  The purchase will 

give access to Atlanta for 

Southwest and take the 

company into interna-

tional destinations for the 

first time.  

In Brief  

Florida's controversial ban on 

adoptions by gay men and women 

has been ruled as unconstitutional by 

the Third District Court of Appeal in 

West Miami - Dade.  Governor Crist 

and George Sheldon, secretary for the 

Department of Children and Families, 

have announced that the state will 

immediately cease to enforce the rule 

which has been in place since 1977.  

Officials with Florida Department of 

Transportation will hold an open house 

on Oct. 7 to highlight plans to expand 

U.S. Highway 27 from four to six lanes 

between Cypress Gardens Boulevard 

and Dundee Road. The session will run 

from 5 to 7 p.m. at Travelers Inn, 

28610 U.S. Hwy. 27 in Dundee. There 

is no formal presentation planned, but 

project staff will be available to answer 

questions regarding the work. 

Improvements will include an additional 

lane in each direction, drainage, street 

lighting, signals and landscaping. It is 

expected that all the work will be 

completed before Legoland's planned 

opening in the fall of 2011.  

British girl Anysha Panesar made 

headlines around the world when she 

won America's Perfect Teen contest 

whilst on holiday in Kissimmee with 

her family.  She won prize money of 

$2,000, a modelling contract and a 

scholarship of $20,000 to pursue her 

studies of broadcasting in the U.S.  

No mention of help with visa's in the 

prize list though...  

Average Mortgage Rates  

Term  July  Aug  Sep  

Fixed 30 yr  4.59%  4.42%  4.38%  

Adjustable 1 yr  3.77%  3.61%  3.35%  

For trend indication only.         Source: www.freddiemac.com  

Hurricane Mitch  
22/Oct/1998 

905 mb 
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Homeowner News  
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Frontline Florida Realty Inc  

Buying or selling a home or a business in the Disney / Orlando area? We are from 
the UK and have done what you want to do.  

Our service is free to buyers and reasonably priced to sellers.  

Need a loan?    Want to move to Florida?  We can help with these too!!  

In UK call: 0871 900 8830  In Florida Call: 407 832 4888  

Or call Free in the US: 1 877 438 6815  

alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com   www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com  

Bring/Mention this ad for $1000 toward your closing cost  

USCIS has announced 

plans to raise filing fees 

by an average of 10% 

beginning November 

23.  The filing fee for 

immigrants renewing 

their green cards is to 

go up by 25% from 

$290 -  $365.  

Phone companies are 

seeking and receiving 

permission to cease pro-

duction and distribution 

of phone books due to 

the lack of interest.  

With all the modern 

technology about the 

óWhite booksô are seen 

as óoutdatedô. 

The Legislature's 

purge of the members 

of the Public Service 

Commission who 

voted against major 

rate increases by Flor-

ida's two largest 

power companies was 

completed in Septem-

ber with the appoint-

ment of a Tampa law-

yer and a West Palm 

Beach city administra-

tor.  The two may 

serve whilst they wait 

for Senate approval 

next year.  

In Brief  

The Florida Association of Counties has 

compiled the 2nd annual proposed 

property tax numbers for counties across 

the state to reflect the reductions and 

changes that have occurred over the 

past four years. Three major factors 

have impacted property taxes in Florida 

over the last four years: the decline in 

property values, the implementation of 

the roll back rates (2007) and 

Amendment 1 (2008)*. This year alone 

counties have reduced revenue by nearly 

$583 million (6.05%). In four years, that 

reduction totals $2.5 billion or 21%. 

These reductions have resulted in major 

workforce cuts as well as cuts to all 

levels of service. *Portable Homestead 

Assessment.  

Nightlights recalled by U.S. Consumer 

Product Safety Commission:  One model, 

Model No. 2019, is shaped like a house. 

The other, Model No. 2017, is square -

shaped with a rounded top. The night lights 

glow green when plugged into an electrical 

outlet. "71980 U.S.A." is moulded into the 

night light's back panel, just above the 

brass outlet prongs. The night lights may 

have the brand names or logos of various 

companies printed on the front. Hazard: 

The night lights can become hot to the 

touch and melt, resulting in risk of possible 

shock or fire.  

Florida Insurance Commissioner, Kevin 

McCarty has approved an average rate 

hike of 10.3% for Citizens Property 

Insurance Corp, higher than the 

requested 9.7% average.  The increase 

is to reflect the higher than average 

burden of sinkhole payments.  Last year 

Citizens paid out $97 million for sinkhole 

damage, but received premiums of only 

$19.7 million to cover it.  

We told you last month that the Office 

of the Attorney General had reached an 

agreement with a timeshare reseller to 

permanently dissolve. It would seem 

this is just the tip of the iceberg.  

Florida Agriculture and Consumer 

Services Commissioner Charles H. 

Bronson and Florida Attorney General 

Bill McCollum have announced that a 

major statewide crackdown on 

telemarketing operations that peddle 

timeshare units has resulted in 4 

arrests, 137 cease -and -desist orders 

and about $125,000 in fines. The week -

long sweep, in which Bronsonôs 

department partnered with Attorney 

General Bill McCollum and 

representatives of the Florida 

Department of Business and 

Professional Regulation, paid 

unannounced visits to 67 telemarketing 

operations in the Miami, Fort 

Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, Tampa/

St. Petersburg and Orlando areas. It ran 

from September 13 through September 

17. It found numerous instances of 

unlicensed sales people, unregistered 

businesses and two employees with 

outstanding arrest warrants.  

Once again, Congress is moving to 

extend the controversial National 

Flood Insurance Program for another 

year.  The program was due to lapse 

at the end of the month and that 

would have plunged house sales into 

chaos. The program has already 

lapsed 4 times this year, preventing 

home sales and mortgages.  

The air -conditioning unit rebate program 

launched on Aug 30 was suspended a 

week later when it was found the money 

had not been approved!  

Hurricane Camille  
14/Aug/1969 

905 mb 

mailto:alan@FrontlineFloridaRealty.com
http://www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com
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All - Electronic Open Road Tolling  

Hurricane Katrina  
23/Aug/2005  

902 mb 

 

 

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY  

TODAYôS LOW START RATE OF 3.5% 

Orlando: (407) 924 - 1838  

Tarpon Springs: (727) 945 - 7722  

London: 020 7193 4300  

www.connectms.com  

mike@connectms.com  

Florida's Turnpike Enterprise is moving forward with implementing all -electronic open road tolling, which allows 

customers on Florida's Turnpike to pay tolls without slowing down or stopping. With all -electronic open road 

tolling, traditional tollbooths will be removed and ALL customers will pay their tolls electronically, through either 

SunPass transponders or a new "Toll -By-Plate" program. With the elimination of tollbooths, customers will 

experience a safer, faster and more convenient ride to their destination. All -electronic open road tolling is better 

for the environment because cars are not stopping and idling at the toll plazas, which reduces emissions and 

improves customers' gas mileage.  

The Turnpike plans the first conversion to all -electronic open road tolling on the southern 47 miles of the 

Turnpike, from U.S. 1 in Florida City to the Miami -Dade/Broward County line . Construction began this fall, and 

the conversion will happen in early 2011.  

SunPass customers should not experience much difference to their current ride except that all tolling locations will 

be highway or ramp speed gantries. They will continue to pay the discounted SunPass toll amounts and receive 

the customer service benefits and airport parking at many airports around the state. SunPass is the preferred 

method of electronic toll collection and now there are more options ð the SunPass Portable and the SunPass Mini. 

The SunPass Mini retails for $4.99, but when you register, the $4.99 purchase price is reimbursed to you in the 

form of a toll credit.  

For non -SunPass customers, including tourists and infrequent local travellers, the Turnpike will be implementing 

the Toll -By-Plate program, which captures an image of a license plate and bills the registered owner of the vehicle 

for the tolls. The Toll -By-Plate program is flexible and allows for customers to call in and pay their tolls before 

they receive a bill, call in and register for a Toll -By-Plate account, or just wait for their bill in the mail. Payments 

can be made with cash, credit, and debit, through multiple payment methods including mail, on - line, or through 

new payment kiosks located at major retailers.  

As many of you will have found by now, rental cars are all equipped for Toll -By-Plate, at a daily charge of $2.50, 

or $10 per week, plus the cost of the toll.  Even if you go through a toll only once in your stay -  you will be 

charged the daily charge for the duration of the rental -  plus the toll.  Many of our subscribers already have 

SunPass accounts, and it is probably time the rest of us joined in.  As homeowners and therefore, regular 

travellers, it is probably worth investing in the SunPass portable. This costs $25 and you must put on a starting 

balance of $10, but it can be moved from car to car -  or rental car to rental car -  and by registering your rental 

car number plate to your SunPass account, you will be paying SunPass toll rates and bypassing the rental car 

companies ódaily facility chargeô.  Loaded funds never expire.  You can purchase a SunPass easily at Publix, CVS, 

online or at most gas stations and then create and administer your account at www.sunpass.com.  

The alternative, for guests or occasional visitors, is the SunPass Mini.  Available in the same places, the SunPass 

Mini can only be used on one car -  it uses the windshield as an antenna and once removed will not work again.  

But the advantage is cost.  The Mini costs $4 -95 which will then be added to the account as non - refundable toll 

credits.  You must still create an account, register your Mini and load a minimum starting balance of $10, but with 

the refunded $4 -95 in credits, you actually receive almost $15 worth of toll credits for just $10.  You can 

purchase a Mini online at www.sunpass.com.  Now, this will all work just fine (says I) during your time in Florida -  

what it doesnôt help with, is getting down the toll road from Orlando International before you have registered 

your new rental car number plate. There is at least a 4 hour delay from the time your SunPass is registered to 

being activated.   For now this is not an issue as there are cash tolls, but in future when those are gone?  

Suggestions gratefully received (Using I4 is not a suggestion for these purposes!)  

http://www.connectms.com
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Hurricane Allen  
31/Jul/1980 

899 mb 

Soar like an Eagle!  

 

The EB-5 investment  visa option allows permanent residency 
(green cards) for work or retirement in the USA  

What are the pros & cons?  

Emigration Advice & Consultation 

from Independent Experts  

Visit us on the web at  www.whichEB5.com  

Call in the UK 020 7096 1227     or in the US 561 771 1330  

Have you ever laid out on your sunbed and looked up into that deep blue Florida sky to see birds circling high 

over your head ? They seem to do it so effortlessly -  flying around and around without hardly flapping their 

wings at all ! Do you ever wish you could do that ? Well, recently I did and it was a fantastic experience !  

I simply love flying (unlike Jean who hates every minute of the trial by flight). I think it is a wonderful moment 

when we lift -off leaving the ground far behind us. So, when I recently heard of a place in Central Florida where I 

could get the chance to fly high in a glider (they call them sailplanes) I jumped at the opportunity !  

The Seminole -Lake Gliderport is located south west of Clermont, out in the countryside, with Groveland being 

the nearest identifiable place on the map. There, hidden away behind some woodland and private homes is the 

Gliderport which Knut and Ingrid Kjenslie, both natives of Norway, have created since 1988. This 160 acre site, 

previously cattle grazing belonging to the legendary Bronson ranching family, now plays host to glider pilots and 

enthusiasts from all over the world who come to Florida for the almost -always - flyable weather !  

Knut and Ingrid have built their own home on the site with a ócontrol tower/club house/shopô nearby. They sold 

some lots to other soaring enthusiasts who wanted to build their own homes on the perimeter of the airfield with 

private hangars to store their sailplanes who are now able fly out from their own doorsteps !  

I had called ahead to make enquiries about taking an óexperience flightô and so I arrived at the appointed hour 

on a beautiful sunny February day with deep blue skies and puffy white clouds. Ingrid welcomed me into the 

club house/control room and I saw that there was already quite a bit of ótrafficô out there on the green airstrip 

with a power plane (a ótugô) taking off regularly towing gliders behind on long ropes. Some of the aircraft were 

dual seater trainers (in tandem fashion) others being solo planes for the more experienced pilots. Within a few 

minutes Knut came over to say óhelloô and he took me straight to his private hanger nearby to show me his 

latest toy -  a brand -new $150,000 sailplane recently arrived from Poland. Think of an Albatross -  this was it ! 

White and sleek with long, long wings outstretched with upturned tips.  

ñGive me a hand to wheel this one outò Knut said and suddenly I realised that THIS was the plane that I was 

going to fly in ! Then he told me that he hadnôt actually flown it himself yet -  but his business partner had. So I 

was going to be the very first passenger to fly in this wonderful aircraft. What an honour that was !  

Having pulled the glider out to the take -off point behind 

Ingridôs veteran Volvo estate car, Knut produced a 

parachute for me to don. That done I had to lift myself 

over the edge of the cockpit and into the reclined seating 

position in the front. Think of me laying on my back with 

knees pulled up in the air and a leg on each side of a 

central instrumentation pod. Rather like one of those gyno

-clinic chairs I thought ? Well, maybe not ! After a few 

checks Knut was ready to lock the cockpit cover down and 

we were ready for take off. With a wave to the ground 

control who signalled the powered plane in front of us we 

were off and rolling.  

Surprisingly quickly, our glider was bumping along the 

airfield and then lifted off the grass and into the air. We 

were airborne and I was about to realise another ambition 

-  to soar over Florida.  

We followed the powered plane for a few minutes, winding the height up to almost 3,000 ft. over the green, blue 

and white patchwork landscape that is Central Florida -  a land of lakes and lakes and more lakes, all glistening in 

the afternoon sun. Suddenly, with a pull of a lever and a ótwangô of the tow- rope in front of us, we had left the 

tug and were entirely on our own -  up there with no engine at all ! The quietness was amazing ! Only the wind 

http://www.whichEB5.com


Florida Homes and Travel  21 Years  October 2010  

 

Page 7 

Profile: Universal Vacations III  

Fort Lauderdale, Oct 

Almanac, 1912 -  2009  

Average High  85.6°  

Average Low  70.8°  

Mean Temp  78.2°  

09/10/2000  98°  

Record High  

24/10/1923  44° 

Record Low  

How does the coastal area of Florida differ to Central Florida:  

Totally different markets, I guess I cannot comment with any authority as I have never worked in Central 

Florida, but my opinion is -  Orlando is a first stop for the majority of tourists, they all need accommodation, 

whether that be hotels, motels or vacation homes, the guests arrive from all over the world on a daily basis and 

need somewhere to stay. As with the Gulf Coast, vacation homes have taken a larger slice of the pie in the last 

few years, you only have to look at the travel brochures, homes are featured in front of hotels and resorts in the 

area sections.  An example of this could be found in the Fort Myers section of the Virgin brochure, the contracts 

manager told me 3 years ago hotels are down and homes are up, we are going to feature the homes at the front 

of each section.  When a certain resort saw this last year, they paid Virgin $5000 to be placed in front of our 

product -   for a long time hotels have ignored our business, now they see the vacation home market as 

competition and competition is good in any business as it keeps you on your toes, as opposed to becoming 

complacent.  

With the Gulf Coast, we have to rely on tour operators to get our occupancy levels up, we do not have the luxury 

of going retail only. Although we would get higher rates for our owners, we would not have the occupancy, so we 

work both wholesale and retail. In Orlando, I think you have to do one or the other, personally, as the rates are 

so low with wholesale, I would do retail only and target a specific market that is not looking for a bargain, but 

looking for a great product with exceptional service from the management company and be prepared to go that 

extra mile to make your product an unforgettable experience.  I know 2 companies in Orlando that work on 

these principals and they are very successful.  As I said earlier, you can not afford to get complacent, we are 

rushing past the small window opening in the cockpit hood to brake the silence. This was flying as nature had 

intended -  and I was thrilled by it !  

Very soon Knut gave me the controls. With the ójoystickô between my legs I was now flying the glider over the 

Florida countryside. I could see DisneyWorld to our front, Clermont to our left and Haines City in the far distance 

to the south. I flew it óstraight and levelô for a while then made a few turns with the wings dipping steeply 

towards the ground and me looking almost directly to earth. It was bl....y fantastic !!  

Then Knut sensed some óthermalsô (rising air) coming off some nearby woodland so he took over, found the air 

and then ówoundô the aircraft up in successive spiralling circles as we rose on the warm currents. I remembered 

those circling birds again -  here we were doing just that -  ósoaring like an eagleô ! All too soon the time allowed 

for my óexperience flightô was over and we had to head back to the airstrip. I decided to let Knut land it -  after all 

it was his new toy ! But I was very thrilled with my adventure of the day and we had been óupô for almost 30 

minutes.  

I recommend it to everyone -  a óthrill of a lifetimeô for a birthday or a special event.  

 

Seminole -Lake Gliderport is on Hwy.33 southwest of Clermont, take Hwy.474 from US27. Tel: (352) 394 540 for 

reservations. Experience flights: $80 per person. www.soarfl.com  

(Reproduced from Florida Brits News -  courtesy of Peter Stanhope)  

 

I know we have a couple of subscribers who could tell us exciting tales of rally racing?? Have you done 

something different but thrilling? Perhaps a long road trip that you would recommend? Come on chaps, we would 

love to hear from you all ...  
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Hurricane Rita  
18/Sep/2005 
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Cover2travel.co.uk  with Florida Homes and Travel  

We offer comprehensive cover for competitive prices.  

Our policies provide cover for many pre - existing medical conditions with low ex-

cesses and a superior claims service.  

ß Policies underwritten by AXA    Call: 0800 389 5904  

ß Terrorism Cover  

constantly sitting down and thinking of ways to improve, to give that little extra that other companies are not 

doing. We spend a long time working on social networking, Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, etc, these are avenues 

of marketing which play a big part in the way we are doing business now and in the future.  We have blog, video 

tours, YouTube channel, we are working on our own web -based TV channel that will run in the homes and our 

offices, giving guests local information, weather and anything Florida.  We are constantly updating the listings of 

our homes, not just on our website, but other sites we have designed that are area and product specific and 

cater to vacationers from varied walks of life.  We offer a concierge service to guests where they can book 

specific local tours from a day trip in the Everglades, to a local scenic airplane ride.  We actively work with our 

VCB and attend expos, and various "area awareness" seminars to the media and travel partners from around the 

World.  

Do you have any memorable stories of guests or staff?  

Many, too many to mention, but enough to write a book on, which one day I might just do, perhaps Mr Stanhope 

could give me a hand??  I won't involve staff as I have made as many mistakes as anyone and feel it unfair to 

select an example.  I remember in the early days when I was working in Bradenton, I went to put one of our 

combination locks on the front door of a home that had just closed, it took me a good couple of hours as I had 

never done one before.  I finally got it on and working, stepped back to admire my work and thought to myself, 

this does not look right, I then noticed I had put the combination on the inside of the door, I quickly changed it 

over, went back to the office and kept that little mishap a secret.  The next day, Simon came up to me and 

asked if everything went OK putting the lock on -  I figured someone had seen me and called him to tell him that 

a Muppet had put the lock on the wrong way around.   I, sheepishly, owned up and he started laughing 

hysterically, I went red and laughed along, when he finally regained his composure he said, not only had I placed 

the lock on the wrong way round, I had placed it on the wrong house! I just looked down shaking my head??  

Funny thing guest wise:  

Friday 13th August 2005 ( I think) Hurricane Charley was due to hit the Ft Myers area around 2 pm, we had 

spent the previous 2 days putting all the patio furniture in the homes, making sure that guests who were staying 

had plenty of supplies should the worse happen -  I was at home with my family anxiously watching the unfolding 

events with Jim Cantore on the weather channel, when at about 1 pm I had a call from guests who had no clue 

what was going on and called the emergency number to see if I could recommend a restaurant that was open, 

they had been driving around since breakfast time and were getting hungry? I suggested they may want to skip 

bacon and eggs and go back to their home and make something else, and to do it pretty quickly.  

Hurricane Season 2010  

Alex   Cat 2 Hurricane   June 30    Hermine  Tropical Storm  September 5  

Bonnie   Tropical Storm   July 22    Igor  Cat 4 Hurricane   September 8  

Colin   Tropical Storm   August 2   Julia  Cat 4 Hurricane   September 12  

Danielle  Cat 4 Hurricane   August 21   Karl  Cat 3 Hurricane   September 14  

Earl   Cat 4 Hurricane   August 25   Lisa Cat 3 Hurricane   September 20  

Fiona   Tropical Storm   August 30   Matthew Tropical Storm  September 23  

http://www.cover2travel.co.uk/09/index.aspx?rs_id=Fl_7c5adb6
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British Airways is to 

move two of its 9 

weekly flights -  

Gatwick to Orlando -  

and make them 

Gatwick to Tampa 

flights.  From March 27, 

2011,  BA will have non

- stop service 7 days a 

week on the Tamp 

route.  

Infamous Pastor, Rev. 

Terry Jones, who faced 

condemnation for his 

intention to burn the 

Koran on September 11 

is likely to be faced with 

a bill of $200,000 from 

the city of Gainesville for 

the security costs related 

to his stunt.  

Lakewood Ranch is the 

location of Sanborn 

Studios, a new TV and 

film production 

company owned by 

Sarasota based 

entrepreneur Ken 

Sanborn.  The studios 

anticipate creating 117 

new jobs over the next 

3 years.  

Spirit Airlines, the 

Miramar based airline 

that charges for carry on 

luggage that will not fit 

under the seat, has filed 

to sell $300 million of 

stock in an Initial Public 

Offering.  This is the first 

airline to file an IPO for 

over 2 years.  

Lee County sold $81.2 million of bonds to keep the Boston Red Sox tied to the 

county for another 30 years in a brand new stadium in Fort Myers.  The Red Sox 

bring in approximately $21 million per year to the county from supporters 

travelling to see games.  

Collier Countyôs property tax rate will stay the same this year, meaning that those 

whose property value has fallen will have a smaller tax bill. The 2011 property tax 

rate is $3.5645 for every $1,000 in property value, the same as in 2010.  

During a 24 hour stopover in Miami last week, Henry Bellingham plugged UK -  

Florida trade which was worth $2.84 billion in 2009.  Bellingham is a Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office minister and he was travelling from Caribbean territories 

to the United Nations General Assembly, but found time to meet with business 

leaders, visit a program run by the University of Manchester and sit for an 

interview with the Miami Herald.  

West Nile Virus is currently active in mosquitoes with reports of human cases in 

Orange, Osceola, Broward and Collier counties.  There have been two fatalities this 

year, in Orange and Collier counties. Surveillance chickens in Lee county are also 

showing signs of virus presence. It is estimated that about 20% of people who 

become infected with West Nile Virus will develop West Nile fever. Symptoms include 

fever, headache, tiredness, and body aches, occasionally with a skin rash (on the 

trunk of the body) and swollen lymph glands. While the illness can be as short as a 

few days, even healthy people have reported being sick for several weeks.  

Unnamed (but Labor 
Day)  

29/Aug/1935 
892 mb 

Florida Lotto Winning Numbers  

09/25/10  07 -12 -30 -48 -49 -51  

09/22/10  03 -04 -05 -07 -19 -30  

09/18/10  06 -12 -19 -26 -30 -31  

09/15/10  02 -10 -16 -27 -48 -49  

09/11/10  07 -08 -10 -20 -44 -47  

09/08/10  04 -15 -23 -24 -42 -46  

09/04/10  02 -07 -09 -22 -29 -42  

09/01/10  23 -33 -35 -37 -51 -52  

Want to take credit cards for 
your bookings, but donõt want 

any hassle?   

Then we are the company you are looking for,  
OUR SERVICES ARE DESIGNED FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OWNER 

Please contact Elaine and Pauline at enquiries@vacationcardservices.com 
Tel: 407-709-2451 or  407-557-5860 

www.vacationcardservices.com 

Coastal Briefs  

Of the 800 Sarasota residents that took 

part in the county's annual survey, 

nearly 90% rated life as good!  As 

many as 47% rated quality of life in 

their own neighbourhood as 'excellent' 

and 42% as 'good'.  The economy and 

jobs topped the list of current worries 

at 36%.  

Starbucks in the Esplanade on Marco 

Island had to be evacuated when sparks 

and smoke from a ceiling vent closed the 

coffee shop on September 16.  

Toys "R" Us has added 8 new small 

'Express' stores to the Orlando market 

at The Florida Mall, Pointe Orlando and 

Orlando Premium Outlets amongst 

other places.  This autumn will also see 

the opening of a 59,000 sq ft "R" 

Superstore near the Mall at Millenia 

which will combine full size Toys "R" 

Us and Babies "R" Us stores.  

A proposal to donate nearly 30,000 

acres of state land to the Big Cypress 

National Preserve hit a snag last week 

over fears the federal government may 

ban such activities as hunting, invasive 

species eradication and the use of 

mechanical fire - fighting equipment. The 

National Park Service hasn't completed a 

plan covering such management issues.  

mailto:enquiries@vacationcardservices.com
http://www.vacationcardservices.com
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Disney fans can now share their 

memories with the online world, by 

posting video's and photos directly to 

Disney's Memories website:  

http://www.DisneyParks.com/Memories   

The Wizarding World of Harry Potter (or 

wwohp as I have already annoyingly 

seen it written) has been in the news 

this month for revamping its main ride 

so that those of a larger girth can enjoy 

the attraction.  I suppose it would be 

sour grapes to suggest that the growing 

girth of the general population is not a 

new phenomenon and perhaps the 

designers could have factored that iné 

While the queues to this attraction have 

died down somewhat since the June 

opening, the Forbidden Journey is the 

fastest ride in Universalôs history to 

achieve one million riders!  It may also 

be worth noting that guests at 

Universalôs hotels gain not only early 

access to the parks, but free front of 

line passes for all rides.  

The Hollywood Rip Ride Rockit roller 

coaster at Universal Orlando has been 

closed for annual maintenance.  

However, Maurer Sohne, the German 

steel manufacturer of the rides 

vehicles issued a safety warning on 

Sept 2 that the coupling holding the 

two cars together may not be "fatigue 

endurable". Maurer Sohne has also 

indicated that a repair or solution will 

not be available for two to three 

months.  

Fantasy of Flight's fourth annual Roar n' 

Soar event will take place November 13 -  

14.  The 'All -American' themed, family -

friendly event features a car show, racing 

boat regatta and a stunning display of 

extreme sports, along with food and 

entertainment. Adult tickets are just $23 

per person for one -day and $38 per 

person for two -day.  Childôs tickets are 

$12 per child (ages 6 -15) for one -day 

and $19 for two -day.  Children 5 and 

younger are free.  All pricing includes 

tax.  

The annual ófreeô day at 

the Holy Land 

Experience off 

Interstate 4 will take 

place on Oct 5th.  By 

waiving the $35 

entrance fee the 

attraction can retain its 

status as a Religious 

Entity -  and therefore be 

exempt from Property 

taxes -  a saving of 

about $300,000 a year.  

There are reports that 

Kodak Co has ended its 

sponsorship of Epcot's 

Imagination! pavilion.  

Kodak continues to 

sponsor the 3D movie 

Mickey's Philharmagic in 

the Magic Kingdom and 

around 50 Kodak picture 

spots.  

A new parade featuring 

Pixar characters begins 

on January 16, 2011, in 

Disney's Hollywood 

Studios. Four Pixar 

characters not seen in 

the current Studios 

parade --  Remy and 

Emile from "Ratatouille" 

and Carl and Russell 

from Disney Pixar's 

"Up" --  will be included 

in the new parade. The 

current parade, Block 

Party Bash, will have its 

last performance on 

January 1, 2011.  

Theme Park News  
Page 10  

Snippets  

October Calendar:  

Hurricane Gilbert  
08/Sept/1988 

888 mb 

Annual Greek Festival  Oct 8 -  10  

St. Augustine, Florida -  25 W. Castillo Dr.  

Greek food, music and entertainment in the nation's oldest city! Live Greek 

band, costumed dancers daily  

Estimated attendees -14000    904 -829 -0504  

Hungarian Festival   Oct 16 -  17  

Sarasota, Florida -  3000 Ringling Blvd  

4th annual, Hungarian food and wines, music and dancers. Kids activities, 

contest, shows and family fun.  

Estimated attendees -3000    941 -320 -8253  

Suncoast Oktoberfest  Oct 16  

Sarasota, Florida -  7750 Beneva Road  

Authentic German Food, Bier, Music and more  

Estimated attendees -2000    941 -362 -7632  

Epcot Food and Wine Festival  Oct 1 -  Nov 14  

Insurance for Auto, Home, Life, Health & Business Insurance for Auto, Home, Life, Health & Business Insurance for Auto, Home, Life, Health & Business ---    

Expect the Unexpected!Expect the Unexpected!Expect the Unexpected!    

Short Term Rental Specialist  

www.4cornersinsurance.com   

Phone (863) 420 6995 

E-Mail info@4cornersinsurance.com  

http://www.DisneyParks.com/Memories
http://www.4cornersinsurance.com
mailto:info@4cornersinsurance.com
http://www.deedprotection.com/


Florida Homes and Travel  21 Years  October 2010  

 

And Finally...  
Page 11  

Hurricane Wilma  
15/Oct/2005 

882 mb 

Whoops!  Maine Republican gubernatorial candidate Paul LePage must have been really happy when he 

discovered that his wife had made a 'paperwork error' when she claimed residency in Florida at the same 

time as claiming residency in Maine, receiving homestead exemptions in both states!  The LePage's have 

thanked the Volusia county property appraiser for the formal notice that $1,400 is owed in back taxes, as 

the matter can now be resolved.  

The silly and strange actions of Floridians are often funny, but can be even more jaw dropping when you realise 

you know the person involved.  Ok, so I 'know' this person because I subscribed to his email newsletter a couple 

of years ago when we went to the keys and were looking at fishing venues -  but still, I know his name!  An 

Islamorada woman has been charged with battery and aggravated battery with a deadly weapon, after she hit 

him with a golf cart.  According to the Sheriff's Office, Anna Reckwerdt confronted her husband -  also the 

Islamorada Mayor) at their place of business, Robbie's of Islamorada (a marina business with regular email 

newsletters!), where he was sitting next to a woman that Reckwerdt had been informed he was having an affair 

with.  Reckwerdt yelled and hit him around the head and then when he and the woman left, followed behind in 

the golf cart and rammed him, injuring his leg.  I wonder how many more newsletters there will be from 

Robbie's?  

Never mess with the Sesame Street Gang!  A customer in a music shop in Winter Park launched a vicious 

unprovoked attack on a man dressed as Elmo who entered the shop to look at guitars.  The Elmo character 

was dressed up for a nearby event and was on a break.  The customer apparently felt threatened by the 

large furry Elmo.  As with all good heroes, Elmo emerged from the full on fist fight triumphantly unscathed, 

and the assailant was taken to hospital  by police, with two broken fingers, and was temporarily detained 

for mental health evaluation!  

Have you seen scooters with pedals in Florida?  

Chances are it is one of the electric scooters now 

being pushed as a DUI Scooter.  Travelling about 25 

miles at a top speed of 20 mph on one charge, no 

licence is required to ride on -  ideal for those who 

have lost their licence for DUI offences.  The rules 

are: you can't take the pedals off, you can't modify it 

to go faster, and you can't ride it on the road -  oh, 

and it is also an offence to ride a bike whilst drunk!  

More than 1,100 Progress Energy customers near 

the Orange -  Seminole county line were without 

power overnight and for several hours in the day 

after a snake slithered into faulty electrical 

equipment that was already under repair, shorting 

the circuitry and causing further damage.  

Oh dear -  Kids!  Miles Overway, aged 17, visited a 

car lot and took a car for a test drive.  He returned 

the car minus the keys, and overnight the car was 

stolen.  The car was returned in the morning -  minus 

some electrical items.  The investigating deputy 

opened the drivers door to find Overway's Florida 

Driving licence!  

Useful Contacts  

US Accountant  Jan Marie Doughty  01243 536026  

UK Accts /Wills & Estate  Roger Tuffin  01273 202071  

Home Inspector/Realtor  John Mcloughlin  001 407 -666 - 3279  

Realtor  Alan Martin  001 407 -832 - 4888  

Realtor  Tom Schmidt  001 407 -247 - 3023  

Mortgage/Refinance  Mike Dover  001 407 -924 - 1838  

Emigration/Visa advice  Andrew Bartlett  0207 096 1227  

Long Term Rentals  Graham Hardy  0207 193 3440  

Currency Exchange  Moneycorp  0207 589 3000  

Travel Insurance  Cover 2 Travel  0800 389  5904  

Airport Parking  Help -Me-Park.com  0870 300 6009  

Homeowner Insurance  Mike Palanti  001 863 -420 - 6995  

Homeowner Insurance  Camille Gentles  001 407 -805 -0200  

Car Hire  Elle Hubbard  01428 741438  

Credit Card Services  Pauline Lowe  001 407 -557 - 5860  

Attorney  Robert Hendry  001 407 -843 - 5880  

Handy Man Services  Paul Mortlock  001 352 -988 - 3852  

Website Design  Sarah Gatti  001 407 -390 - 7000  

9720 Commerce Center Court  

Ft Myers, FL, 33908 

USA & Canada: 1 -866-845-5226 

UK Freephone:    0800 -652-7795 

E-mail: sales@univacus.com  

Web: www.univacus.com  

Universal Vacations have been supplying a mixture of Vacations homes, Condominiums, Town -Houses 

and Beachfront Homes and Suites along Florida's Gulf Coast for over 23 years, with offices in Sarasota/

Bradenton and its head office in Fort Myers.  

Contact Universal today for more Information on how we can assist you in all your rental & property 

management needs.   www.univacus.com  

Universal Vacations offers various types of property management, from our 

traditional Rental and Management package through to our home watch ser-

vice Universal Vacations have the ability to specifically design a management 

package to suit your exact needs in the care of your property.  

Å Full rental and management service  Å Full management service  

Å Long term residential service   Å Home watch service  

http://www.FloridaPBS.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfABFTtCero
http://www.FrontlineFloridaRealty.com
mailto:trsrealestate@juno.com
http://www.connectms.com
http://Www.andrewbartlettflorida.co.uk
http://www.floridahomesonly.com
http://www.moneycorp.com/affiliates/microsite/index.cfm?agentid=10003655
http://www.cover2travel.co.uk/09/index.aspx?rs_id=Fl_7c5adb6
mailto:camille.gentles@thefis.com.
http://www.carhireflorida.net
http://www.vacationcardservices.com
http://www.fvos.com
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#fullrentalandman
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#fullman
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#longterm
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#homewatch
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Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK  

01428 741 438  011 441 428 741 438  fhandt@btopenworld.com  

Www.floridahomesandtravel.com  www.carhireflorida.net   

Save the cost of your subscription in just two 

transactions! 

Call 0207 589 3000 to set up a free trading facility 

ŀƴŘ ǉǳƻǘŜ άFlorida Homes and Travelέ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ 

transfers 

Car Hire for you, your family 
and your guests...  

  Exclusive Subscriber Offer  

    October Bargain  

Minivan 7 Seater  

£5 per week off   

Book NOW, before 22nd October 2010  

For the offer, call 01428 741438 or email: 
admin@carhireflorida.net  

carhireflorida.net  

Advertisers  

Advertisements are included in good faith; Florida Homes and Travel can accept no responsibility for the services 

provided.  

email Elle: admin@carhireflorida.net   

or call: 01428 741438   or free phone: 0500 50 50 87   

http://www.britishamericanproperties.com/
http://www.moneycorp.com/affiliates/microsite/index.cfm?agentid=10003655

