
During February Lakeland businessman Douglas K Hall, 61, stood in court for 

sentencing at the culmination of a story that goes right back to his first offence in 

2003, In November 2006 Hall was arrested and charged with Grand Theft, Forgery, 

Uttering a Forged Instrument and Unlawful use of a Notary Commission.  He was 

released on bail.  Formerly a tourist tax auditor with Polk County, Hall had set up his 

business Central Florida Visa Group, identifying himself as a visa consultant.  He 

offered his help to his mainly British customers to obtain immigration visas.  The 

money required (often more than £150,000) was apparently placed in escrow and 

customers awaited permits to work and set up new businesses in Florida.  

Prosecutors claim that 27 British people were caught up in the scam, with at least 

$1.2 million stolen.  Various reasons were given by Hall for the loss of the money 

from the escrow account - “it was stolen”, “it was donated to the family of a Polk 

County Deputy shot in the line of duty”… amongst others.  Hall took a plea deal 

pleading guilty to 16 counts of Grand Theft and one of Organised Scheme to 

Defraud that will see him serve about nine years in prison, 20 years of probation 

and he was ordered to pay $1,197,976 in restitution to his victims. 

A similar case of visa and immigration fraud will come to closure in March with the 

sentencing of Hugh Morgan, Christopher Barrett and Richard Murdoch who have all 

pleaded guilty to their respective charges.  The men were involved with Royal 

Development which required clients to „invest‟ in a sister company in return for 

immigration visas (see FH & T May 2010). The men will be sentenced at the Federal 

Court House in Orlando on March 9 (Morgan) and March 10 (Barrett and Murdoch). 

As home values plummeted and property costs went up, second home owners 

across Florida turned to renting out their homes on a short term basis to help these 

homes pay for themselves, coming into conflict with their residential neighbours in 

the process.  This is a situation that played out in Polk and Osceola counties during 

the late 1990‟s and finally resulted in dedicated Short term rental zoning along with 

proper ordinances and licences.  Now, cities and communities around Coastal Florida 

are facing the same fights as courts uphold homeowners rights to market their 

homes, whilst resident neighbours face the regular upheaval brought about by a 

constant turn over of visitors.  Venice city council has been hit by a third lawsuit in 

as many years as property owners fight against a July 2009 ban on STR‟s of less 

than 30 days. The latest suit concerns a group of owners who claim they were not 

given enough notice of the ruling or time to comply.  Under the ban, homeowners 

had to have applied for a licence for STR before the July 2009 deadline, but some 

homeowners had not applied as they were waiting for a ruling from the legislature 

on a requirement for vacation rentals to retro-fit sprinkler systems (this came last 

year). 

In the small community of Jupiter Inlet Colony, homeowners Alexander and Holly 

Bondar were served with a notice that they were violating the 2008 Town zoning 

code.  In  February 2011 a decision finally came from Judge Donald W Hafele of the 

Florida Circuit Court ruling that the land use and zoning provisions in (cont pg 5)  
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Thank you for all the responses to our 

annual survey. We still have another 

month for you to return either your pa-

per copy, or fill in the online version: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/

propertymanagementsurvey2011  

A brief look at some of the results 

shows us that Publix is far and away the 

most popular place to shop - even when 

it is not the store closest to you!  For 

the first time we have asked for your 

personal benchmark of flight prices 

when you are looking around to book.  

Unfortunately we can‟t bring you an av-

erage as we need to separate out the 

business class travellers which can‟t be 

done until the end of the survey.  We 

can tell you that so far, of overseas 

owners, 78.8% use ESTA whilst 21.3% 

have Visas.  We can also tell you that 

71.4% of respondents flew directly to 

Florida on their last trip, 22.6% flew 

indirectly and 6.0% flew in to one airport 

and out from another.  

We hope that the sentencing of Hall and 

those connected with Royal Development 

(on the front page) will send a message to 

anyone else thinking that getting into the 

Visa business is an easy way to make 

money and that people seeking to start a 

new life can be a source of rich pickings! 

Having spent the whole of February warn-

ing our car hire clients that Alamo and Dol-

lar prices would be going up at the end of 

the month we were delighted when they 

were actually rolled over for another 

month!  There are some slight changes, for 

instance the 8 seat minivan with Alamo - 

the very popular Toyota Sienna - has at-

tracted a surcharge which has been passed 

on and the Ford Mustang is now the exam-

ple car for Alamo‟s convertible category! 

Elle Hubbard 

From the Editor 
Page 2 

American Accountant 
for assistance with US Federal, State & County tax filing.  ITIN application, Property Tax, finance and mort-
gage advice.  FIRPTA refund Withholding Certificate (8288-B) application when selling. 

   Jan Marie Doughty CPA (Certified Public Accountant)  

has been assisting UK and other non-resident owners of Holiday Rental property in the USA for eighteen 
years with;- Federal Tax Returns (1040NR), Tangible Personal Property Tax Returns, FIRPTA refund & 
8288-B applications,  ITIN application and representing clients before the IRS.  

               Contact Jan Marie Doughty CPA for a chat or further details  

Main Office - 3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 208, Cocoa Beach  FL 32931 USA  Tel  001 321 784 8329 
UK Clients - P.O. Box 41, Chichester, West Sussex  PO20 1UZ United Kingdom     Tel      01243 536026 

website  www.JanDoughtyCPA.com or email Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com   
Fax: 001 321 784 8321 
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Sterling has moved ahead on the 

month but not by very far, just a 

cent and a half.  Even the journey 

was uneventful, covering a range of 

less than five cents. 

On the dollar's side were increasing 

tensions in North Africa and the 

Middle East as tired and unpopular 

dictators were toppled from their 

golden thrones. There was no mad 

flight to safety, more a drift away 

from risk. 

Boosting sterling was an ongoing 

expectation that with inflation run-

ning at 4.0%, twice as high as is 

target level, the Bank of England 

would not indefinitely be able to re-

Moneycorp U.S. Dollar Update 

sist pressure to be seen to be doing 

something about it by raising interest 

rates. Whether or not such action is 

necessary is irrelevant. 

US interest rates are not going up this 

year. UK interest rates look likely to do 

so. As long as that prospect lingers the 

pound will retain investors' support.  

Term Feb 24 

Fixed 30 Yr 4.92% 

Adjustable 1 Yr 3.05% 

For trend indication only.             

Source: Freddie Mac 

AVERAGE MORTGAGE RATES 

Subscriber Benefit:  

Subscribers to Florida Homes and Travel who open a 

Trading Facility will have Moneycorp‟s £15 fee waived 

for all transactions they complete with them and will 

receive a Privilege Card entitling them to commission 

free currency and a 1% improvement on the ex-

change rate at any of the TTT Moneycorp currency 

exchange bureaux locations.  Tel: 0207589 3000 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/propertymanagementsurvey2011
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/propertymanagementsurvey2011
http://www.JanDoughtyCPA.com
mailto:Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com
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Now cars can fill up at the same time as 

their drivers at the new Buffalo wild 

Wings Grill and Bar on Formosa Gardens 

Boulevard.  The restaurant has taken 

note of the number of electric cars being 

rolled out by manufacturers and 

installed electric charging stations in 

the car park. 

The annual shark attack figures for Florida 

show a steep drop in incidents last year, 

just 13 attacks.  The yearly average over 

the last ten years has been 23 per year.  

However, worldwide, the figure was the 

highest since 2000 at 79 attacks. 

2 TSA workers at JFK International 

Airport have been charged with stealing 

$40,000 from $170,000 in a suitcase 

after passing it through a scanner and 

noticing the money.  They were reported 

by another worker. 

Shoppers at the Express store in Mall at 

Millenia have been perturbed to learn that 

the store employee responsible for letting 

women in and out of the dressing room 

has been accused of video voyeurism - 

using a mobile phone to photograph the 

women undressing. The man has now 

been released on bond. 

After global expansion WalMart is now 

relying on overseas sales and 

expansions to provide profit as sales at 

home are hit for the seventh quarter in 

a row. Consumer confidence is now at a 

three year high and end of year sales 

elsewhere were up, but not at WalMart. 

The company is now looking at opening 

smaller stores to appeal to those people 

who shop more frequently for smaller 

amounts, reducing the bulk nature of 

some of its items, and even expanding 

its healthier food offerings to take on 

the likes of Publix - all efforts to win 

back its customer base.  

News Roundup 
Page 3 

Governor Rick Scott rejected plans 

for a high speed rail project along 

with $2 billion of federal money to 

pay for it in early Feb .  Despite 

businesses offering to bridge the gap 

between the stimulus money and the 

expected costs, Scott was concerned 

that potential problems with the 

project could leave taxpayers with a 

$3 billion bill.  The rail connector 

project would have seen high speed 

rail from Tampa to Orlando 

International and then eventually on 

towards Jacksonville.  The project 

had the backing of most Central 

Florida companies along with Walt 

Disney World which had hoped to 

have its own station.  Legislators in 

favour of the project refused to lie 

down, and 26 of them sent a bi-

partisan letter to the Secretary of the 

Department of Transportation,  Ray 

LaHood, to urge him to allow them to 

find ways to circumnavigate Scott 

and keep the project going.  

Supporters worked with the DOT to 

address each of Gov Scott’s issues, 

and remove risk from the taxpayer 

along with assurances from the DOT 

that liability would not be with the 

state, but in the end Scott stood fast 

with his decision not to accept the 

money.  LaHood granted a final one 

week extension just hours later to 

give Scott extra time to review the 

proposal.  Supporters of the project 

also talked about a possible lawsuit  

arguing that Scott had overstepped 

his authority.  As Governor he took 

an oath to uphold the laws of Florida, 

and the high speed rail project was 

approved along with a smaller 

(Central Florida) project called Sun 

Rail in a special session of the 

legislature in 2009.  

Want to take credit cards for 
your bookings, but donõt want 

any hassle?   

Then we are the company you are looking for, 
OUR SERVICES ARE DESIGNED FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OWNER 

Please contact Elaine and Pauline at enquiries@vacationcardservices.com 
Tel: 407-709-2451 or  407-557-5860 

www.vacationcardservices.com 

IN BRIEF 

Blackstone Group 

LP, the world’s larg-

est private-equity 

firm, agreed to buy 

Centro Properties 

Group’s U.S. shop-

ping centres for 

$9.4 billion. Centro's 

US shopping malls 

are located in 39 of 

the 50 states, with 

43 in Florida.  Black-

stone Group LP is 

behind the purchase 

of the former Cy-

press Gardens and 

Busch Entertain-

ment and has an 

interest in Universal 

Studios and Wet' n 

Wild. 

Average Gas prices in 

Florida have risen by 

23 cents over the last 

week.  The average 

rate in Florida is cur-

rently 5 cents higher 

than the national aver-

age. 

British Airways will 

delay to April 19 the 

implementation of 

its £4.50 fee for 

tickets purchased 

using credit cards 

through travel agen-

cies.  

7 round blue pills, one ciga-

rette, six matches, one flint, 

one empty syringe with an 

eraser over the needle, one 

lip balm container, one addi-

tional unused condom, a 

receipt from CVS pharmacy 

and a paper coupon - all 

items found in the rectum of 

one man heading for jail! 

mailto:enquiries@vacationcardservices.com
http://www.vacationcardservices.com
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Homeowner News 

Page 4 

Red light cameras in Haines City have 

resulted in over 8,000 citations since the 

cameras went live in mid-January, and 

about half of these are believed to be 

tourists according the local police Chief!  

Each citation has a $158 fine - in the case 

of a rental car this will be charged back 

eventually to the drivers credit card.  

There are now in excess of 240 red light 

cameras around Florida. 

With the start of springtime gardening 

just around the corner, the St. Johns 

River Water Management District has 

updated its waterwise  plant database to 

be a dynamic Web-based search tool to 

help gardeners identify the right plants 

for their yards' specific growing 

conditions. The online database, which 

is found at floridaswater.com/

waterwiselandscapes, has been updated 

to be searchable by 12 characteristics, 

including scientific name, common 

name, size, colour of flowers, hardiness 

zone, soil moisture needs, light and 

shade requirements, salt tolerance and 

more. 

Property owners in Jupiter face a $1.6 

million fine for ripping out 109 mangrove 

trees from where their property fronts the 

Loxahatchee River. The fine of $15,000 

per tree has been imposed by the town's 

code enforcement because town and state 

permits were not sought.  Mangrove trees 

have been protected since 1985. 

Brazil is now Florida's top trading 

partner and has more than 52 flights 

from Miami International to Brazil which 

leave every week thanks to carrier 

American Airlines alone.  More than 

500,000 Brazilians (more than 

Canadians) hit Miami last year, snapping 

up everything from luxury items to 

condos.    

 

 

REFINANCE OR PURCHASE YOUR FLORIDA PROPERTY 

TODAY‟S LOW START RATE OF 3.5% 

Orlando: (407) 924-1838 

Tarpon Springs: (727) 945-7722 

London: 020 7193 4300 

www.connectms.com 

mike@connectms.com 

Reversing a two-year trend in 

decreased visitor numbers, an 

estimated 82.6 million visitors went to 

Florida in 2010, an increase of 2.1 

percent over 2009 figures.  

“The state of Florida relies on tourism 

to generate nearly a quarter of the 

state’s sales tax revenue and employ 

almost one million Floridians, so I’m 

pleased to see that – despite a tough 

year – the industry remains strong,” 

said Ed Fouché, Chairman of the VISIT 

FLORIDA Board of Directors and 

Senior Vice President–Travel Industry 

Sales for Disney Destinations. “We 

know that every 85 visitors create one 

Florida job, which means a growing 

tourism industry equates to 

increasing employment and a stronger 

economy.”  

For the second half of 2010, direct 

travel-related employment in Florida 

increased by 1.8 percent, with more 

than 15,000 additional jobs in fourth 

quarter alone. Domestic visitation to 

Florida increased by 0.5 percent in 

2010, when compared to 2009. During 

the same period, Canadian travel to 

Florida increased by 16.2 percent and 

the overseas market to Florida 

increased by 13.6 percent. Primary 

data collected at Florida’s 14 major 

airports in 2010 reflects a 3.5 percent 

increase in total enplanements from 

2009.  

Mercury General Corp insurance 

company is withdrawing from the 

Florida market after its Florida 

homeowners business suffered a $19 

million underwriting loss.  It will issue 

180 day non-renewal notices to around 

8,000 policy holders. 

IN BRIEF: 

The new International 

Airlines Group (BA and 

Iberian Airlines) have 

secured Antitrust im-

munity status from the 

U.S. Department of 

Transportation, allow-

ing it and American 

Airlines and Finnair to 

collaborate more 

closely on transatlantic 

travel. 

Southwest Airlines Co has 

had its plan to combine its 

operations with those of 

AirTran Holdings Inc ac-

cepted by the Federal 

Aviation Administration 

once its proposed acquisi-

tion of that carrier is com-

pleted. The purchase is 

expected to close in the 

second quarter and will 

significantly increase the 

market share for South-

west. 

BA cabin crew are be-

ing balloted on strike 

action again in the 

fourth such action in 

the last 2 years.  All 

three previous ballots 

have been challenged 

by BA on legal techni-

calities - The Unite Un-

ion hopes to keep to 

the letter of the law 

this time. The ballot 

will close on March 

28th. 

Dolphin Rescue 

A Marco Island dog 

missing for 15 hours 

was found stranded 

in a canal after dol-

phins attracted the 

attention of a 

neighbor ! 

http://www.floridaswater.com/waterwiselandscapes
http://www.floridaswater.com/waterwiselandscapes
http://www.connectms.com
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Coastal News 

Fort Lauderdale area beaches were 

besieged by Portuguese man-of-war 

jellyfish over the first weekend of 

February.  Hundreds of beachgoers were 

stung despite very frequent patrols 

warning people to stay out of the water. 

Lifeguards with over 20 years 

experience had never seen anything so 

bad. 

Venice businesses have taken a pro-active 

approach to attracting tourists to their city 

by self funding a tourist trolley bus service 

shuttling visitors along the main street, 

down to the Fishing Pier and Venice 

Beach. The free service allows passengers 

to hop on or off wherever convenient and 

will run for approximately 6 hours a week 

through March.  Businesses will then 

review its impact at the end of the season. 

Travel Insurance 
From Columbus 

Annual Family Policy from £71.49 
Couples Policy from £68.09 

Upper age limit now 88 years 

Please call Columbus on 0800 980 1030 and quote òFHATó 

http://www.columbusdirect.com/index.cfm?sourcecode=fhat 

For product recall infor-

mation see: 

● www.cpsc.gov 

● www.laskoproducts.com 

 

Product Recall: 

Lasko Recalls Portable Electric Heaters Lasko 

Model 5540 Due To Fire Hazard.  An electrical 

connection in the base of the unit can 

overheat, causing it to melt and expose the 

electrical connection, posing a fire hazard to 

consumers. The Lasko Model 5540 was sold 

at Sam's Club and other retailers from 

September 2002 through early 2004 for $39 

to $49. Stop using the heater immediately 

and contact Lasko for a free replacement.  

Children's Light-up Watches sold by Disney 

at the resorts, on cruises and at Disney 

shops have been recalled due to a potential 

skin irritation/burning sensation for children 

with a nickel allergy.  The battery interacts 

with the nickel in the stainless steel back 

causing the sensations.  The Buzz Lightyear,  

Tinkerbell and Lightning McQueen light-up 

watches cost around $40 and should be 

removed from children. Contact Walt Disney 

Parks and Resorts to arrange a return for a 

refund. 

(Cont from pg 1) effect in 2008 did not 

include a prohibition of short term 

rentals of residential properties within 

the town.  Although the codes have 

since been changed, the Bondar‟s are 

effectively „grandfathered in‟ so they 

can continue to rent their property 

out.  It is likely that this ruling will be 

cited by other owners also wishing to 

rent their properties out and who 

purchased their homes before the 

change in coding. 

Meanwhile communities in South 

Florida from Hollywood to West Palm 

Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Boca 

Raton are trying to decide whether to 

fight the growth in STR which requires 

man-power and money, or embrace 

and regulate the new industry and 

reap the financial benefits.  STR 

owners are joining together to find 

strength in numbers to protect their 

investments.  The current laws in 

these areas seem a bit hazy, it is clear 

that rentals of more than 30 days are 

allowable, but those of less than 30 

days may be breaking the law, and it 

could be viewed as commercial activity 

in a single family neighbourhood.  The 

city relies on neighbours reporting the 

homeowners in violation.  Hollywood 

has no time limits on rentals, just 

requiring owners to register their 

property with the city.  West Palm 

Beach has examined repeatedly the 

issue of time limits, but so far not 

come up with anything concrete.  Boca 

Raton so far has the same policies as 

Fort Lauderdale, but Fort Lauderdale 

has created a task force to look at the 

ramifications of prevention or licensing 

and its recommendations will no doubt 

provoke further debate. 

IN BRIEF: 

Fourteen people have 

been indicted in Sara-

sota County on a com-

bination of 44 

charges, centring on 

mortgage fraud re-

lated to 200 mort-

gages, 65 loans, 50 

bank accounts and 22 

properties around 

Sarasota County.  The 

investigation has 

taken years to get this 

far as documents go 

back to October 1997. 

Sarasota County Com-

mission are considering 

plans to build a new 

Emergency Operations 

Centre, capable of with-

standing a Cat 5 hurri-

cane, at a cost of $11.8 

million.  It would house 

the 911 call centre, com-

puter servers as well as 

facilities for emergency 

workers.  It will be lo-

cated away from the 

storm surge zone on 

Cattlemen Road. 

Fort Myers based high

-end furniture retail 

store Robb & Stucky 

has filed for Chapter 

11 bankruptcy protec-

tion which will involve 

store closings and 

probably result in the 

sale of the company. 

http://www.columbusdirect.com/index.cfm?sourcecode=fhat
http://www.cpsc.gov
http://www.laskoproducts.com
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Page 6 Choosing your professionals...   

Last month we looked at some of the reasons you might choose a particular location in Florida to purchase a 

holiday home.  Once you have made your choice the next step will be to speak to a realtor to have a look at 

some specific properties.  Appointing a real estate professional should be a carefully made decision, preferably 

based on a recommendation or with information from the Florida Association of Realtors.   

§ Real Estate Salesperson - licensed to practice in Florida 

§ Real Estate Broker salesperson - has passed the brokers exam but chooses to work under another brokers 

license. 

§ Realtor - (a registered term) an agent or broker that is a member of the local real estate board affiliated to 

the National Association of Realtors 

§ Realtist - a member of the National Association of Real Estate Brokers 

As a buyer, you should choose a full-time, experienced realtor to be your „Buyers Broker‟.  This professional 

should subscribe to the Multiple Listing Services (MLS), and therefore have access to all properties for sale (not 

just their own inventory). This professional will then represent your best interests only, and strive to negotiate 

the best price, terms and conditions for you.  The Sellers broker (Listing Agent) will be working just as hard for 

the seller so again, it is important to have a buyers agent on your side.  The Seller/Listing agent will pay the real 

estate commission so as a buyer you will not have to pay any commission to your agent. Agents normally receive 

a 5 - 7 percent commission on the selling price and this is split between two agents. Some buyers agents also 

charge clients a retainer but this is less common.  It is not recommended to work with different buyers agents at 

the same time, choose one carefully and then remain committed and stay with them as long as they are 

providing a professional/adequate services to you. 

It is important to have mortgage pre-approval if you require a mortgage before you search.  There are currently 

many short sale and foreclosure properties about at very attractive prices, and knowing that you have your 

finances in place will allow you to take full advantage of these as you may have to move quickly - particularly for 

the foreclosures.  

In brief: A Short Sale is a Pre-foreclosure where the current owner tries to avoid foreclosure by asking the 

Mortgage company to accept a sale at current market rates (which is less than the current value of the 

mortgage) and „forgive‟ the owner the difference.  The list price is usually a best estimate of value by the selling 

agent, and the sale price will ALWAYS be contingent upon the buyer‟s lender agreeing the value.  Short Sales can 

take  3 - 6 months to complete during which time the property may be unoccupied and vulnerable. 

A foreclosure or bank owned property is where the bank has taken legal ownership of the property and secured 

it.  The list price is the price the bank wants to sell at.  If the list price is low it will attract more offers which may 

push the price up.  Typically closing can be done in 30 days or less. 

Before any purchase (and especially in either of the circumstances above) you should get a professional home 

inspection done to allow a Qualified Building Professional to examine the property in detail and to identify any 

risk to be incurred financially or structurally by the purchaser or lenders. The basis of the findings and 

subsequent report will determine if the sale will be re-negotiated or succeed with conditions. If a Survey of Home 

Inspection is not carried out the buyer assumes all risk.  The Home Inspection industry in Florida is currently 

unlicensed and unregulated, but there is an association that police‟s its own members - The American Society of 

Home Inspectors.  A home inspection is different to an appraisal - an appraisal mainly assesses the market value 

of a home against other similar homes in the area.  A home inspection reports in detail on the one property.  

Either process is no substitute for the other. 

An experienced realtor will be able to recommend an appropriate lender 

based on your particular circumstances as different mortgage companies/

brokers specialise in different markets: Local residential/first time buyer; 

International buyers; U.S. buyers of investment properties or second 

homes etc.  Once you have identified your likely sums for a purchase or 

mortgage you may wish to start thinking about getting money in place.  

This is where foreign currency exchange companies can prove their worth.  

After the high profile collapse of Crown Currency last year it is worth 

emphasising due diligence here.   

Next month we will look further at Mortgages and Forex, along with some 

thoughts about selecting your particular property. 

For further information: 

● The Florida Association of Real-

tors: www.floridarealtors.org 

● The National Association of Real 

Estate Brokers: www.nareb.com  

● The American Society of Home 

Inspectors: 

www.homeinspector.org 

http://www.floridarealtors.org
http://www.nareb.com/
http://www.homeinspector.org


Florida Homes and Travel 22 Years  March 2011 

 

Page 7 

Senate Insurance Bill 408 
Section 19. Amends s. 627.706, F.S., which currently requires property insurers to offer sinkhole coverage to 

each policyholder for an additional premium and requires that coverage for catastrophic ground cover collapse 

be included in every property insurance policy. The bill makes the following changes: 

Redefines Sinkhole Loss Coverage – The bill changes the definition of ―”sinkhole loss”, primarily by creating a 

statutory definition of ― “structural damage”.  Sinkhole loss is currently defined as ―structural damage to the 

building, including the foundation, caused by sinkhole activity.ớ However, ―structural damageớ is not defined by 

statute. The bill defines structural damage as the occurrence of all of the following: 

§ A covered building suffers foundation movement outside an acceptable variance under the applicable 

building code; and  

§ Damage to a covered building, including the foundation, that prevents the primary structural members 

and/or primary structural systems from supporting the loads and forces they are designed to support; and  

§ The loss meets any additional conditions contained in the insurance policy. 

Accordingly, in order for the policyholder to obtain policy benefits for sinkhole loss, the insured structure must 

sustain structural damage as defined by the bill that is caused by sinkhole activity and any additional conditions 

contained in the insurance policy. Contents coverage and additional living expense coverage is only available if 

there is structural damage to the covered building caused by sinkhole activity. 

Two Year Sinkhole Claim Deadline – The bill requires a policyholder to provide notice to the insurer of a new, 

supplemental, or reopened claim for sinkhole loss within 2 years after the policyholder knew or should have 

known about the sinkhole loss. 

Alters Provisions Related to Catastrophic Ground Cover Collapse – The bill amends the definition of catastrophic 

ground cover collapse to specify that the coverage only applies if there is structural damage to the covered 

building. The bill also deletes a reference to ― “structural damage” that the current statute implies can consist of 

― “merely the settling or cracking of a foundation, structure, or building”…. 

Currently, when a policyholder chooses coverage only for catastrophic ground cover collapse, the insurer must 

give notice that sinkhole losses are not covered, but that sinkhole coverage can be purchased for an additional 

premium. Under the bill, insurers no longer must offer sinkhole coverage to policyholders. Accordingly, the 

notice to policyholders will no longer state that the insured may purchase sinkhole loss coverage for an addition 

premium. 

Nonrenewal of Policies That Include Sinkhole Coverage – The bill allows an insurer to nonrenew a policy that 

provides sinkhole coverage and instead offer coverage that includes catastrophic ground cover collapse and 

excludes sinkhole coverage. However, the insurer must provide the policyholder with the opportunity to 

purchase a sinkhole endorsement, subject to the underwriting or insurability guidelines of the insurer. The 

insurer may require an inspection of the property prior to issuing a sinkhole coverage endorsement. Currently 

the nonrenewal process detailed in this paragraph is limited to Pasco County and Hernando County. 

Modifies the Requirements for the Investigation of Sinkhole Claims – The bill creates a substantially new process 

for an insurer‟s investigation of a sinkhole claim. The new process is as follows: 

1) Initial Inspection & Structural Damage Determination: Upon receipt of a claim for sinkhole loss, the insurer 

must inspect the policyholder‟s premises to determine if there has been structural damage which may be the 

result of sinkhole activity. This inspection will often require the insurer to retain a professional engineer to 

evaluate whether the insured building has incurred structural damage as defined by statute. 

2) Sinkhole Testing Initiated by the Insurer: The insurer is required to engage 

a professional engineer or professional geologist to conduct sinkhole testing 

pursuant to s. 627.7072, F.S., if the insurer confirms that structural damage 

exists and is either unable to identify a valid cause of the structural damage 

or discovers that the structural damage is consistent with sinkhole loss. If 

coverage is excluded under the policy even if sinkhole loss is confirmed, then 

the insurer is not required to conduct sinkhole testing. The bill deletes the 

requirement that the insurer conduct sinkhole testing upon the 

demand of the policyholder. 

3) Notice to the Policyholder: The bill maintains the requirement that the 

insurer must provide written notice to the policyholder detailing what the 

insurer has determined to be the cause of damage (if the determination has 

been made) and a statement of the circumstances under which the insurer 

For further information: 

● www.flsenate.gov, search 

for Sen Garrett Richter and 

follow link for Bills Intro-

duced then SEN 408.  This 

will link to both the full text 

and the Bill Analyses. 

● Direct link here for  Email 

subscribers: Bill Analyses 

http://www.flsenate.gov,
http://www.flsenate.gov/public/GetFile.cfm?File=kE4XqHK6CMfyjY2Qhlnzc/4wrfg%3D|7/Public/Bills/0400-0499/0408/Analysis/2011s0408.pre.bi.PDF
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Cover2travel.co.uk  with Florida Homes and Travel  

We offer comprehensive cover for competitive prices.  

Our policies provide cover for many pre - existing medical conditions with low 

excesses and a superior claims service.  

ß Policies underwritten by AXA    Call: 0800 389 5904  

ß Terrorism Cover  

must conduct sinkhole testing. Notice of the right of the policyholder to demand sinkhole testing is 

deleted. 

4) Authorization to Deny Sinkhole Claim: Insurers may continue to deny the claim upon a determination that 

there is no sinkhole loss. 

5) Policyholder Demand for Sinkhole Testing: The bill specifies that the policyholder may demand sinkhole 

testing in writing within 60 days after receiving a claim denial if the insurer denies the claim for lack of sinkhole 

loss without performing sinkhole testing and if coverage would be available if a sinkhole loss is confirmed (i.e. 

the claim denial was not issued due to policy conditions or exclusions of coverage and instead was based the 

failure of the loss to meet the definition of sinkhole loss). However, if sinkhole testing certifies pursuant to s. 

627.7073, F.S., that there is no sinkhole loss, then the policyholder must pay the insurer up to 50 percent of 

the sinkhole testing costs up to the greater of the sinkhole deductible or $2,500. 

6) Payment of a Claim for Sinkhole Loss: The insurer continues to be required to pay to stabilize the land and 

building and repair the foundation upon the verification of a sinkhole loss. The bill specifies that payment shall be 

made to conduct such repairs in accordance with the recommendations of the professional engineer retained by 

the insurer under s. 627.707(2), F.S. The bill also clarifies that the insurer is required to give notice to the 

policyholder regarding payment of the claim. Current law states that the claim payment must be made ―in 

consultation with the policyholder,ớ which has created disagreement between insurers and some policyholders 

whether the statute requires only notice to the policyholder or whether the insurer and policyholder must reach 

an agreement regarding the methods of sinkhole repairs to be used and their estimated costs. 

Prohibition of Rebates for Sinkhole Repairs – The bill prohibits a policyholder from accepting a rebate from a 

person performing sinkhole repairs. If the policyholder does receive a rebate, all coverage under the insurance 

policy is rendered void from the inception of the policy and the policyholder must refund all payments made 

under sinkhole coverage. Furthermore, a policyholder that accepts a rebate or a person who offers a rebate 

commits insurance fraud punishable as a third degree felony as provided in s. 775.082, F.S. (up to 5 years 

imprisonment), 

Notice to Property Buyers of Sinkhole Claims – The bill strengthens the requirement that sellers notify the buyers 

of real property of any sinkhole claims payments regarding the property and whether all proceeds were used to 

repair sinkhole damage. The bill requires the disclosure to be made before closing and to include the amount of 

the payment received. The seller must also provide to the buyer prior to closing the statutory sinkhole report, all 

other reports regarding the property, the neutral evaluation report, and the certification indicating that 

stabilization of the property is completed. 

As you can see the changes to sinkhole coverage are many, and appear to be designed to shift the burden of 

proof to the policyholder along with associated charges.  The impact statement below from the analysis indicates 

that sinkhole cover could disappear from Florida over time.   

ñInsurers no longer must offer sinkhole coverage for an additional premium... This likely will reduce the 

availability of sinkhole coverage from the private market or Citizens Property Insurance Corporation. 

Representatives from the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office indicated to committee staff that sinkhole coverage 

is not generally available from the surplus lines market at the present time.ò 

The normal session of the Florida Legislature gets underway on March 8th and this bill will be on the table - if 

you would like to comment on the bill or any of its aspects please firstly look at the full document following the 

links on page 7, and then contact your local representative. 

A Pasco county man was 

arrested and accused of 

throwing a dangerous mis-

sile after a road rage inci-

dent in which the other 

driver pulled out a 

sheathed "Rambo Style" 

knife before driving off.  

The weapon hurled at the 

departing car? A 12 oz 

Mountain Dew bottle. 

http://www.cover2travel.co.uk/09/index.aspx?rs_id=Fl_7c5adb6
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The ever popular Star Wars Weekends at Walt Disney World will run every 

weekend from May 20 to June 12. 

A problem with an air compressor caused  several rides at the Magic 

Kingdom to be closed for about an hour on Tuesday 15th Feb. 

The cheetahs that lend their name to Busch Gardens‟ newest rollercoaster 

attraction have now arrived at the theme park. Steelman is a 12 yr old male, 

Ngoma is a 10 yr old female and then 3 littermates born in 2009.   

SeaWorld is set to launch its new killer whale show from late April.  

Entitled “One Ocean”, the show will feature the whales performing 

together, along with giant water fountains and following the death of 

trainer Dawn Brancheau last year there will be no trainers in the 

water.  The giant video screens will still be in use, but the surrounding 

set will be completely revamped and new videos shown with an 

environmental and educational theme.  Trainers are to be allowed to 

resume limited time in the water with the whales, beginning with 

access in the small medical pools. 

Cast members and their families took part in the first bird count on Disney 

property.  They spread all around the property and identified nearly 14,000 

birds representing 113 different species. The event is to become an annual 

affair.  Meanwhile, in the Magic Kingdom, 31 of the 33 Chilean miners and 

their families were guests of honour for a vacation. 

Disney Junior - Live on Stage! takes over from Playhouse Disney in 

Disney's Hollywood Studios this spring.  Jake and the Never Land 

Pirates will be joined by the cast of Mickey Mouse Clubhouse, Handy 

Manny and Little Einsteins. 

West Palm Beach, 

March  Almanac, 1948

- 2009 

Average High 79.3° 

Average Low 61.6° 

Mean Temp 70.4° 

22/02/1977 94°  

Record High 

03/02/1980  30° 

Record Low 

9720 Commerce Center Court  

Ft Myers, FL, 33908 

USA & Canada: 1 -866-845-5226 

UK Freephone:    0800 -652-7795 

E-mail: sales@univacus.com  

Web: www.univacus.com  

Universal Vacations have been supplying a mixture of Vacations homes, Condominiums, Town -Houses 

and Beachfront Homes and Suites along Florida's Gulf Coast for over 23 years, with offices in Sarasota/

Bradenton and its head office in Fort Myers.  

Contact Universal today for more Information on how we can assist you in all your rental & property 

management needs.   www.univacus.com  

Universal Vacations offers various types of property management, from our 

traditional Rental and Management package through to our home watch ser-

vice Universal Vacations have the ability to specifically design a management 

package to suit your exact needs in the care of your property.  

Å Full rental and management service  Å Full management service  

Å Long term residential service   Å Home watch service  

Florida Lotto Winning 

02/26/11 05-07-18-24-49-53 

02/23/11 04-11-32-38-40-49 

02/19/11 03-12-16-30-37-46 

02/16/11 08-16-17-26-45-47 

02/12/11 01-13-18-24-40-53 

02/09/11 03-11-24-29-35-51 

02/05/11 04-05-20-23-38-48 

02/02/11 14-24-29-30-51-52 

Subscriber Kristian Bartlett is currently completing the final year of a tourism 

degree and needs our help.  He has designed a survey to explore some of the 

reasons that British people have chosen Florida as a base for extended 

holidays rather than the more traditional offering of somewhere like Spain.  

This could be down to several factors such as the climate, language, cost of 

living, attractions etc.  The research is designed to try and pinpoint the 

reasons behind Florida‟s success in attracting British people for longer 

holidays,  for these purposes probably 4 weeks or more over the winter 

period.   

He would be very grateful if subscribers to whom this applies would complete 
his online survey available here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NFRYCRN 

If you are not on the internet - and not everyone is - please give me a call and 
I can arrange for Kristian to send you a paper copy to complete and return to 
him. 

Survey of British Snow Birds 

In Brief: 

Disneyôs Fast Pass sys-

tem is being expanded to 

encompass  popular meet 

and greets like Disney 

Princesses and Mickey 

Mouse. 

Mickey Mouse will take up 

his new residence in the 

Town Square Theatre at the 

entrance to Magic King-

dome in the spring. 

New Walt Disney World 

40th Anniversary mer-

chandise is now on sale 

ahead of the May anniver-

sary.   

http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#fullrentalandman
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#fullman
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#longterm
http://univacus.com/../propertymanagement.html#homewatch
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NFRYCRN
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March Diary 
6th Annual Jazz in the Gardens Sunlife Stadium, Miami Gardens, Fl  March 19 & 20  

Saturday, March 19, 2011, “Jazz in the Gardens” attendees will be treated to electrifying performances by  Ms. 

Lauryn Hill, Charlie Wilson, Al Jarreau, Jazmine Sullivan and Brown/Gill/Tresvant aka “Heads of State”.  Sunday, 

March 20, 2011 line up will feature R&B legends Gladys Knight, EnVogue, El DeBarge, Lalah Hathaway and 

Branford Marsalis performing their classic hits. 

Tickets are on sale now at www.jazzinthegardens.com, Ticketmaster locations and online, and at the SunLife 

Stadium Box Office. Tickets range from $45 for General Admission to $70 for Prime Reserve. Discounts available 

for 2 day passes (best value).  

Epcot’s International Flower and Garden Festival  March 2 - May 15th. 

Featuring all new topiary displays celebrating Characters from Toy Story at the entrance. Characters from „Cars‟ 

will be positioned along the World Showcase Plaza.  Other topiary will feature Winnie the Pooh characters.  The 

theme of this years concerts is Flower Power and represents music from the 60‟s and 70‟s.  Concerts are included 

in ticket price. 

How, When & Where To Find Shells Workshop  Every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. until 17/05/11 

The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, 3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd., Sanibel Island FL 239.395.2233 

Learn the best places to hunt for shells, the time of day that's best for shell collection, what to bring with you on 

your shelling walks, etc. Free with paid admission to the Museum. 

Renaissance Festival        Weekends until March 13th. Adult admission is 

$20; Children 6-11, $7; Children younger than six are free. Hours are 10 a.m. to sunset. 

The 16th Century festival, in its 19th year, features more than 100 costumed performers, 12 stages with 

continuous entertainment and more than 20 stage acts from around the world. 

Quiet Waters Park, 401 S. Powerline Road, Deerfield Beach; 954-360-1315. 

Fourteen years ago when we purchased our Florida property, Tarantinos Ristorante was conveniently located 

next to the realtors office so we celebrated the event there.  It was a good find! 

They've since relocated to downtown Kissimmee at 4150 W. Vine Street (just off Main St.).  They're family owned 

and passed-down recipes are cooked-to-order.  The dining areas and lounge offer a nice atmosphere for a quiet 

dinner for two or more.  It's a great meeting place. 

Through the years we've tried many (but not all) of their menu items.  We would recommend the Fried Calamari 

appetizer and Eggplant Parmigiana (my wife's choice) and my favorite starts with the Fresh Mozzarella with 

tomatoes and onions appetizer followed by Seafood Fra Diavlo (shrimp, scallops,mussels and clams in marinara 

sauce over linguine (my mouth is watering as I write). 

Average check per person is $12 - $22. 

Refer to their web site www.tarantinositalianrestaurant.com/dinner for more details. 

David  

New Dining Hotspots 

International Drive: 

Funky Monkey (407-418-9463; funkymonkeywine.com). Stylish, yet unconventional, this new relaxing café 

located in Pointe Orlando features signature menu items such as beef tenderloin, duck and sushi and nearly 152 

wines to taste. 

Cuba Libre Restaurant & Rum Bar (407-226-1600; cubalibrerestaurant.com). This exotic restaurant offers a 

memorable experience that includes contemporary Cuban cuisine created by Chef Guillermo Pernot, lively Latin 

music, professional salsa floorshows, an open-air tropical ambiance with outdoor dining and an extensive rum 

selection.  

Sand Lake Road/Restaurant Row/Disney: 

Bravo Italian Restaurant (407-351-5880; bravoitalian.com). A fun, family-friendly restaurant, Bravo serves 

Italian classics with a twist made with authentic old world cooking techniques and the highest-quality ingredients. 

http://www.jazzinthegardens.com
http://www.tarantinositalianrestaurant.com/dinner
http://www.funkymonkeywine.com
http://www.cubalibrerestaurant.com
http://www.bravoitalian.com
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Airport Parking Help-Me-Park.com 0870 300 6009  

Attorney  Robert Hendry 001 407-843-5880  

Better Business Bureau: Florida Florida  Www.bbb.org 

Car Hire Elle Hubbard 01428 741438 Carhireflorida.net 

Credit Card Services Pauline Lowe 001 407-557-5860 www.vacationcardservices.com 

Currency Exchange Moneycorp 0207 589 3000 TTT Moneycorp Ltd 

Emigration/Visa advice Andrew Bartlett 0207 096 1227  

Homeowner Insurance Christine Allen 001 407-278-0438  Florida Chartered Insurance 

Long Term Rentals Graham Hardy 0207 193 3440 Florida Homes Only 

Mortgage/Refinance Mike Dover 001 407-924-1838 Connect Mortgage Services 

Realtor Tom Schmidt 001 407-247-3023 www.orlandovacationpropertiesforsale.com  

Taxi / Luggage & Transfers Graham Orlandoluxuryminivanshuttle.com 001-407-271-7442 

Travel Insurance Cover 2 Travel 0800 389  5904 Cover 2 Travel 

US Accountant  Jan Marie Doughty 01243 536026 www.JanDoughtyCPA.com  

UK Accts /Wills & Estate Roger Tuffin 01273 202071  

U.S. Embassy  Visa Dept 09042-450-100  Visa Dept 

Website Design Sarah Gatti 001 407-390-7000 www.fvos.com 

CONTACTS 

Car owners in Florida can save 10 - 15% of premiums if they agree to Progressive Insurance tracking their 

driving for 30 days.  A small device transmits information such as average speed, time of day of travel and   

braking patterns.  Following the 30 days, a discount may be offered to more careful drivers.  Premiums will not 

be increased following tracking. 

Vacation homeowners that do not have rental guests can save money by ensuring that they take advantage of 

seasonal customer rates offered by utility companies which cut services when you are not present.  Further 

information can be found by searching for „Vacation ON/OFF‟ on KUA.net for example. 

If you have repairs to your pool requiring it to be refilled don‟t forget to claim a sewer credit for the volume from 

your water supplier. 

Spa fans can take advantage of Wellness Week (March 21 - 27) by signing up at www.spafinder.com/

wellnessweek.  Enter your email address and zip code to receive offers from participating spas near you. 

If you like eating at Benihana (Japanese cuisine) you can sign up to their Chef's table club and receive email 

updates, and more importantly - a gift certificate of $30 to use during your birthday month.  Strategic entry of 

birthday months on the form is advised!  For sign ups that month you must allow 2 days before your 'Birthday' 

to receive your gift certificate. www.benihana.com and then click Email Sign up at the bottom of the page. 

Subscribe Now and Receive 3 Issues Free 

Florida Homes and Travel 

Are you reading someone 

elseôs copy?  Subscribe 

now and receive 13 issues, 

for the price of 10, delivered 

to your own door or inbox!   

  

   

3 Issues Free! 
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Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK 

01428 741 438 011 441 428 741 438 fhandt@btopenworld.com 

Www.floridahomesandtravel.com www.carhireflorida.net  

Save the cost of your subscription in just two transactions! 

Call 0207 589 3000 ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƻǘŜ άFlorida 
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and online trading via the GPS system. 
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Car Hire for you, your family 

and your guests...  

  Exclusive Subscriber Offer  

    March Bargain  

 Minivan 7 Seater with Dollar  

£183 per week  

Book NOW, before 18 March 2011  

For the offer, call 01428 741438 or email: 

admin@carhireflorida.net  

carhireflorida.net  

email Elle: admin@carhireflorida.net  

or call: 01428 741438  or free phone: 0500 50 50 87   
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