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Congress Acts on Flight Delays

I't didndt take t l ong for Congress to
sequestration really started to bite - lawmakers are high on the scale when
it comes to frequent fliers. In the last week of April nearly 1,000 flights

every day were delayed as the FAA began to furlough its air traffic

controllers with 10 percent of the workforce off each day. By the end of

the week, the Reducing Flight Delays Act of 2013 was headed to the White
House for President Obamads signature.
money from previously ring -fenced infrastructure improvement programs

to keep the nation flying. The Act will also keep open some of the 149

small flight towers that were scheduled for closure. The FAA has not yet

indicated how soon it can get everyone back to work and ease the delays.
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International Driving Permits become Souvenirs

As we went to press last month we were not sure how soon the IDP mess in

Fl orida would be over. I'n the end, the
be signed was the bill repealing any requirement for foreign drivers to carry an
IDP - on the first day back to work after Easter. And that was it - this most

embarrassingly public of policy slip -ups was over! Those of us who had to go out
and obtain one of these card booklets reminiscent of a ration book, can consign

them to a draw as a souvenir of stupidity. Our local Crown Post Office told us that

it went from issuing around 7 a week, to about 70 a day at the height of the affair.

MCO Continues With Plans To Expand

After putting a plan for a new terminal on hold for a year because of lack of
support, officials at Orlando International have indicated a plan to build a new
parking garage, costing an estimated $172 million. Once again, it would be paid
for by extending fees already paid by airline passengers, airlines, and the rental car
surcharge. The plan has met with little support from airlines or rental car suppliers
because the need for the garage has not been displayed. At peak occupancy over
Thanksgiving in 2011, the airportdés 17,
according to a consultants report recently released. Use of the parking lots has
declined since a peak in 2008, to pre 2006 levels. The garage is justified by
increasing theme park attractions which will boost passenger traffic, and the
proposed train link with South Florida according to airport officials.

Active Storm Season Forecast

Meteorologists are predicting a very active storm season this year with as many as
four major storms out of nine hurricanes and eighteen named storms. The season
begins on June 1st, and forecasters from Colorado State University believe that
there is a 50 percent chance of a
forecast was not terribly accurate with more than twice the number of hurricanes
predicted - but an average year sees around 12 tropical storms.

massi ve

In Brief:

1 FAA begins to furlough
staff as a result of
sequestratilon

act al ows

The t he
9 Daily flight delays
reach over 1,000
9 Congress begins to
work on a way to ease
delays
1 Reducing Flight Delays
first Aot20l3 passefl byt hi s
Congress
1 Act signed by Presi-
dent Obama.
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
From The Editor 2
Focus - Homes 3
Focus - State 4
000 spaces were at
Focus - Regional 5
Fun - Parks! 6
Focus - Housing 7
Letters 8
Texas Roadhouse 9
Upcoming Events 10
st bhe minalWordt | ng fh

-

FAA

yea

79 p

e Ea



Florida Homes and Travel

From the Editor

Thank you for all the good wishes that we received for

our holiday - we did have a wonderful time - and most
importantly, some sun which we generously brought

home with us! We were a bit concerned that we

would be caught up in delays at Miami Airport thanks

to the sequestration, but in the event, a computer fail-

ure at one of the airlines meant many flights were

cancelled on the afternoon of our return flight and we
just sailed through security.
as we then spent 2 hours on the tarmac after losing

our take off slot when 3 stray bags were found to be

loaded up - some you win and some you lose.

Whilst out there, we spent a morning with Alamo at
Orlando, looking at the fleet and talking to one of the
managers, we shall be sharing our findings with you
over the coming months as appropriate.

We found it quite interesting that the 500 year anni-

Moneycorp Currency Update for April
Pound shows signs of life

The British Pound jumped to a two month high against
the US Dollar on the back of news that the UK had
managed to avoid dropping back in to recession in the
first quarter of this year. 0.3% was the figure of

growth for Q1, which whilst modest, was stronger
than the expected 0.1%. If the UK had fallen back in
to recession it would have been the third time in the
last five years. The news is also likely to diminish the
chances of the Bank of England increasing its of level
quantitative easing.

In the short term the Pound will now look to regain
some of its losses against the Dollar and the Euro
from the early part of this year. The Pound has by far
been the worst performing major currency of 2013,
while investors in the currency will be hoping that the
small boost it received this week will help kick start it.

While the UK shows a small sign of growth in the first
quarter this year, the US economy also expanded.
Commerce Department figures show that the US
economy grew 2.5% in quarter one. Consumer spend-
ing - the driving force behind the economy rose 3.2%
which is the sharpest gain for over two years, however
part of the increase was due to higher oil prices.
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versary of the discovery of Florida appeared quite low
key - there was no real mention of it anywhere that
we noticed. We had expected it to be a little bit
higher profile.

Whilst on holiday, | also reflected that there had not
been an April Fool 6s arti
thought you had spotted one, | am sorry - it must
have been true! With the business of ensuring the
issJe wlen?out%(lafodrenw% feft arr]mF tklle FfDP l(J:ie“':baclré1 .
dominating most of my thoughts, it had completely
slipped my mind that it was, in fact, the April issue.

cl e
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Next month will see the publication of our annual
property management survey and we are looking for-
ward to seeing how things were for us all in 2012.

Have a pleasant month of May,

Best wishes, Elle

The housing market also gave the economy a lift
again. Spending on home construction surged 12.6%,
following gains of nearly 18% and 14% in the prior
two periods.

However, government spending fell 4.1%, mainly due
to further large cuts in federal defense spending. Fur-
ther broad government spending cuts are expected to
weigh on the economy for the remainder of the year,
while higher taxes have started to make some con-
sumers and business slightly cautious.

Economist remain positive on the US economic out-
look for the rest of the year. But whilst any growth is
always welcome, many see that with the pace of
growth starting out strong in Q1, it may weaken and
will be hard to sustain throughout the remainder of
2013.

Some economist predict the Euro area's economy to
shrink 0.7% this year. Its also expected that the Euro-
pean Central bank will be cutting interest rates again

in the near future. ECB President Mario Draghi re-

cently explained that the economic situation in the
euro area hasndét i mproved
policy meeting on April 4.
is currently 0.75%
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Focus - Homes
A new type of burglar is targeting affluent utilities. Duke Energy (formerly Progress Energy)
neighbourhoods in Central Florida. Driving luxury 6recovered6 $282 million in 2012 wu
cars and wearing suits or medical scrubs so that TrioAdvisor®. h dth . fit
they fit in, burglars are driving right on to the drive n.p VIsor. » Nas anrllounce ) € e>.<panS|c?n otits
) N suite of review collection services with Review
of properties and then breaking in around the back, i ) )
out of sight of the street. The cars and clothes help Express, a powerful, free solution available exclusively
them blend right in whilst they conduct their on TripAdvisor. The new service makes encouraging
reconnaissance, before making off with tablets, fresh reviews easier than ever by giving registered
jewellery and other easily portable items. Several businesses the option to send customizable, bulk
arrests have been made with the culprits seeming emails to their guests asking them to write a review
to come from South Florida. Orlando Police have about their customer experience.
dealt with over 3,000 burglaries since the turn of Review Express enables owners to send free messages
the year and this new approach accounts for only a to past guests and customers on behalf of their
very small number of these, but it is causing property, which automatically include a link to the
concern on the otherwise quiet streets. property's "Write a Review" page on TripAdvisor.
A website has recently been launched to help Key features of Review Express include:
customers of Citizens .Property Insurance Cor.p ] Customizable emails, including ability to add a
understand the potential surcharge they face if the logo, image and personalized message
state takes a severe hit from a storm. Every Bulk unload of 1000 1 add
insurance policy holder in the state will face a T " gp oa .0 up to email addresses,
surcharge of 2 percent in this event, but Citizens face allowing b u5|.nesses to target recent guests or
a larger surcharge of 45 percent - or nearly half of customers with one easy send
their premium. The True Cost Calculator shows how 1 Processing of send requests within 24 hours and
assessments can affect Citizens and non -Citizens automatic notification of successful and
premiums following a catastrophic storm or series of unsuccessful sends
storms. citizensfla.com/about/calculator . 1 Ability to send messages in the 21 languages
A legal challenge to the practise of energy that TripAdvisor supports
companies levying a charge for future building of Reviews collected through the service will be
nuclear plants has been thrown out. Following a published on TripAdvisor, and are subject to the site's
change.er the "_"“f" in 2006, energy companies have policies. Additionally, reviews posted as a
been rals.mg millions of dollars, each year, as pre - consequence of Review Express emails will be
construction C(?Sts for nuclgar energy plants - that attributed as such on TripAdvisor I the review will
may not be built for years, if ever. The court . . , .
) ) include a short message to say that it was 'collected in
rejected the challenge, which argued that the law S .
) . s partnership' with the hotel, restaurant or attraction.
gave the Public Services Commission too much ) ] . ] ]
" TripAdvisor will not store email addresses submitted
power for permitting the charges requested by .
through the service.
Orlando International Airport has become the first
R P Trusted forelgn exchange airport in America to use electronic processing of | -
M 0 N Evco since 1979 94 forms for those entering the US on a Visa.
Instead of completing the | -94 on the flight,
.. . airlines will gather the requisite information at the
|
Save the cost of your SUbSCI‘IptIOﬂ in just two time of booking the tickets - this will then be
transactions! passed to Orlando electronically. It is expected
) that this process will save around 20 - 25 seconds
Call0207 589 300¢o set up a free trading per person being processed, which may not sound a
facility and quoted Cf 2 NA R | 2 Y § & ot pntlyqR mulgpygyp g 330fpegple arriving

off a flight, perhaps from South America where
everyone will have a VISA - around 100 minutes
. . L. saved! Flights from Europe will of course be less
Join over 200 other subscribers enjoying the affected as most passengers will have completed
benefits of free Forex and online trading via| the ESTA, but in the words of the advert - every
Moneycorp Online. little helps. Early tests .mdlcate the systgm has
been successful and will probably be quickly rolled
out to other airports handling international arrivals.

for free transfers.
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Focus - Legislature

Passed: usual, the sales tax will be applied as normal within
theme parks, hotel gift shops and at airports so

An important bill for both residents and that tourists don't benefit too much. The sales tax

homeowners is on its way to Governor Scott for his

holiday is Aug 2 - 4.
signature. The bill clarifies an aspect of Floridabs
Sunshine law, to ensure that the public have the Internet Cafes were banned completely, following the
right to speak, and be heard, at public meetings - federal probe into Allied Veterans revealed fraud on a
not just that the meetings are held in public. massive scale.

Recent appeals court decisions had interpreted
that the sunshine laws required meetings be held
in public, but not that citizens be heard. The bill
contains exemptions for emergency or ceremonial
meetings.

An Election reform bill was passed that should
remove the barriers to voting that were discovered
to have been at fault during the November
Presidential election embarrassment.

The budget that was passed was the largest budget in
Fl oridabés history, and the first
surplus to spend since The Great Recession began.

Governor Scott has signed a law regulating the use of
drones over Florida. Law enforcement will only be
able to use the unmanned aircraft after obtaining a

warrant, when a personés |ife ¥isiptr ofpleorrtiydaids i mportant work pro
imminent danger or when the Dept of Homeland was rewarded with a $9.3 million increase in funds

Security has declared a terrorist threat. Florida is to $63.5 million for the financial year 2013 - 2014.

amongst the first few states to regulate the aircraft. Failed:

The Orange County Sheriffs Dept owns two camera

carrying drones and hoped to be allowed to use them An attempt by the Senate to roll back vehicle

to monitor crowds at large events but this use has registration fees by $12, paid for by eliminating a

tax credit to insurance companies of 15% of the
salaries paid to Florida workers. However,

not been allowed.

State workers are to receive the first raise in basic following intense lobbying by the insurance
pay since 2006 after lawmakers agreed to give industry, when the measure reached the House
them all an automatic salary increase. Appropriations Committee for discussion it was

ripped apart - and the tax credit left in place - the
roll back in fees will now be achieved at $2.40

increments over 5 years. The tax credit is worth

$220 million a year to the insurance industry.

Texting whilst driving has finally been banned, with
the exception of being stationary at traffic lights.
However, the offense is now a secondary offense,
meaning that the driver must have already been

pulled over under suspicion of another violation. The Tourism officials were relieved to see the House of
offense is a non -criminal traffic infraction. Unlawful Representatives throw out a bill that could have seen
use of a wireless communications device resulting in tourist taxes in coastal areas put towards funding

a crash will give the driver 6 points. lifeguards and beach patrols on beaches. Tourism

groups are fiercely opposed to spending taxes raised

i hr h h 5 X 6 n n
attempt to get them outlawed. However, a traffic ; ° u. 9 t ) € odb ed ta ; h s.fp ent ° a
citation for failure to stop, may not be given if a irect tourism promotion, and were concerned that i

driver is making a right hand t utpis',]billipq]sseg, Cﬁugt%ﬁ V%OPI(EJSIee i%aﬁagreen light
prudent mannerd where right tur ntQSt@tskimming offfquisttaxes to pay towards law
allowed. Also if you fail to come to a complete stop enforcement or other public safety areas.

before the stop line, but do come to a complete

stop before turning right - you cannot receive a
citation.

Red light cameras have remained legal, despite an

Sports facilities missed out on a bill that would

have given tax breaks worth millions to either

renovate, expand or even build stadiums after the

Under the same traffic bill, drivers in the left -most Speaker of the House refused to give the bill a vote

lane must yield to traffic attempting to overtake from on the final night of the session.

behind, if the driver is ten miles per hour or more,

under the posted speed limit. Car Hire News: Trip Wheels is happy to re -list Thrifty cars
across the USA. Our dynamic, live pricing with Dollar and

Thrifty means we can take advantage of short term sales
when there is a lack of demand. As we go to press,

Athree -day, back to school, sales tax holiday in
August is a fairly annual affair these days.

However, this year F_)C S t‘?‘blets_’ e ) -readers, Intermediate cars are on a 10% discount, whereas Economy
keyboards and monitors will be included with the and Compact are only on 5%! Also, Convertibles with Dollar
usual clothes, shoes, bags etc costing less than are currently guaranteed to be Ford Mustangs!

$75 and school supplies costing less than $15. As
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Focus - News

Work has finally begun on visual improvements to
Church Street in Orlando, west of 14, using Federal
money obtained back in 2005 for the purpose. The
upgrades were started and then stopped a few
years back, but now that niggly land purchases and
design work have been completed and work has
begun, the 1.2 miles of improvements should be
finished in 2014. The work will provide a sports
and entertainment district running from the Citrus
Bowl to the Amway Center and on towards the
Performing Arts Center.

Fl oridads Highway Patrol
along | 75 in one morning session on 12 April, with
the assistance of FHP aircraft. With the plane spotting
infractions and directing the troopers down below,
125 tickets were issued in Collier County alone

of which were for speeding. Inclement weather lead
to an early abandonment of the enforcement, which
otherwise would have carried on up through other
coastal counties during the day.

- 111

Police were called to a hotel on International Drive,
in the tourist area near
of an attempted robbery at gunpoint last month. A
youth had pointed the gun at the female driver of a
car, but a male passenger managed to disarm the
youth and threaten him with his own gun. He then
took off into a room at the hotel with 6 others.
Following an evacuation of nearby rooms and the
arrival of a SWAT team, the youths emerged quietly
around dawn.

We t

Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas has
commenced three and four day cruises from Port
Canaveral to the Bahamas. The Enchantment
replaces Monarch of the Seas.

Jan Marie Doughty CPA
(Certified Public Accountant)

Assisting UK and other non-resident owners of holiday rental
property in the USA for twenty years with;-
US Tax return preparation - Federal and State
US FIRPTA (8288-B) refund applications,
ITIN Applications - IRS Certifying Acceptance Agent
US Business Entity advice (LLC, Trusts, Partnerships)
Authorized to represent clients before the IRS

JAN MARIE DOUGHTY, CPA

AMERICAMN LICENSED ACCOUNTANT

Please view our website today for further details or call Jan
for a chat!
USA: 001 321 784 8329 UK: 01243 536026
www.JanDoughtyCPA.com
Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com
3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 208, Cocoa Beach FL 32931 USA

23 Years
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A British citizen, living in South Korea was found
dead in a retention pond in Lake Buena Vista after
attending a conference at the Caribe Royal resort
with his brother
bar at the resort, he was found dead two days later
after failing to catch his flight back to South Korea.
Foul play is not suspected.

Just like the turn of March into April, heavy, squally
storms ripped across the Central Florida area as April

turned to May. The late afternoon showers swiftly

. turned more dangerous with large hail, heavy rains
i s s ueghqeleh Lomé rbt&tibnlid te wiid chudirg it aSoit

of tree and pool enclosure damage across the north

Orange region.

A British Airways flight from Cancun to London was
forced to make an emergency landing at Orlando
after a passenger apparently began spitting,
cursing and arguing with anyone who caught his
eye. After being forcibly removed, he allegedly
continued shouting and shadow boxing within his
cell. It was alleged that inroads had been made
inwia 759 ml Vadkatbettte durirg ghe flights

Coca Cola has announced a deal that will see 25,000

-in -law. Unseen after leaving the

May 2013
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Florida acres planted with new orange groves over the

next 5 years, reversing a 15 year decline in groves.

Mall at Millenia has a few new stores opening this
spring: H&M; Splendid (expensive clothing); C.
Wonder (designer womenods
Donald J Pliner (shoes); Prada; Saint Laurent Paris;
Buckle; Sephora; Billabong and a Capitol Grille.

US 192 was closed for several hours just west of the

junction with | 4 after a construction vehicle hit and

retail

damaged a bridge support. Knowledgeable locals and

tourists were able to detour through Disney property

onto Osceola Parkway and make their way back to US

192 further up, but queues stretched back for miles

before a single passing lane was opened. The damage

was temporarily patched up with what looked like
giant duct tape.

an


http://www.JanDoughtyCPA.com
mailto:Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com
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Fun - Parks and Leisure!
Gues.ts proving F!orida residence can get two days Tuesday April 2nd 2013 wasnét ju
at Un.lversal Studios Orlando for the price of one. fact that Governor Scott signed the IDP repeal bill. It
Lh? t|cke|t; (I:andonly bepr:rcha’;ed t2h2ro;gh d . was also the 500th anniversary of the day that Juan
b::sezab r’\jg Z:tc;]m P(:oc:):‘eof r?;ide:c a:villtzzs Ponce de Leon arrived in Florida. A direct descendent,
required tg/coll)(;ct thé tickets from the ti(:}I/(et John Brown Ayes of Kissimmee, reenacted the historic
window. The cost is $88 for an adult ticket landing at Melbourne Beach, which some historians
) ' . ) ) ' ) believe is the location of the original Iandlngs
Di sneyés Magic Kingdom is to feature its second
hour marathon opening from 6am May 24th to 6am Gatorland has welcomed two new resndents -a
Mav 25th brother and sister pair of Florida panthers. The 7
_y ' _ year -old neutered pair have come from a private

Disneyos Epcot par k s to open tdRcoPkRek to'gifetertt Mdre?sPateSand has
ahead of the autumns Food and Wine Festival. allowed the attraction to expand its collection of
Spice Road Table will open in the Morocco pavilion native Florida wildlife.
with indoor and outdoor seating, overlooking the . .

The Polk nty Fan f Flight attraction h
World Showcase Lagoon. The French pavilion is the resiric?ed ictzli) th Zatzstﬁ?l'hurgd;at:h?cc)hoh t:s
site of L'Artisan des Glaces, featuring 10 different P Y y 9
flavours of ice cream and 6 sorbets. Sunday to allow staff to focus on future developments

. ) . . ) during the closed days.
The successful introduction of an interactive Kim . . . .
Possible adventure in Epcot a couple of years ago i(r:nltlg:)e:gtit/heeeilr?i;fgnljlg\?;ztr;i ;uebj((;;;zfdz new,
gave rise to the Sorcerers Magic Kingdom Adventure Science Center, perfect for those litle fans. The
last year, and now an interactive Pirate Adventure . ] . '
L . . touring exhibit was created by the Minnesota

game will join the line up. The new game is called Childrenés Museum and Scholastic M
Pirates of the Caribbean: Treasures of the Seven children explore and understand CI

Seas, and it offers up five different pirate raids, each
with its own map. Players get a "magic talisman" that
when held up to various installations will move them

along their adventure.

ideas for life.

Universal Orlando began a little promotion of its new
Transformers ride, scheduled to open on June 20th,

via Facebook, courtesy of the Fairwinds building in
downtown Orlando. Universal also launched an all -
new "Join the Resistance" Facebook experience to
prepare fans for the battle they'll experience on the

mega - attraction. "Recruits" can create their very own
NEST IDs, train for battle, access exclusive photos

and video and win prizes T including a trip to the
attraction's grand opening celebration on June 20.

Another pre - Disney Florida attraction has closed
down after 77 years in one family. The Everglades
Wonder Gardens of Bonita Springs have been in
the Piper family since opening back in 1936, but
the current owner, David Piper Jr, has health

issues and has decided that the time has come.
The Wonder Gardens was a combination of animals
and artifacts, all of which will be carefully sold on
to other zood6s and private collections as

appropriate. 9 Universal Orlando Updates
Orlando Long Term Rental Market Is
A Transformer has 'crashed through' the

BOOMING! Fairwinds building in downtown Orlando.
WE NEED MORE RENTALS! You can see it near exit 83 on I-4.

Owner Incentives Available!! See more pictures here: http://on.wesh.com/
YebNKZ

WarnerQuinlan
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Learn the benefits of Long Term
Rentals vs Short Term Rentals!
UK: 0207 193 3440
US:407-437-1005
www.Warnerquinlan.com
Graham@WQHomeTeam.com
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Focus - Housing Data - March 2013

Single Family Homes Summary

increased closed sales, more pending sales,

Closed Sales Ll higher median prices and a reduced
Cash Sales 9,457 8,484 11.5% inventory of homes for sale, according to the
New Pending Sales 26,686 21,625 23.4% latest housing data released by Florida
MNew Listings 25,080 28,309 2.7% Realtors®.
oo $160,000 $138,900 S AFl ori dads housing mar ket c
Average Sale Price $243,107 s212,712 14.3% demonstrate its recovery i March marks the
Median Days on Market 57 72 -20.8% 15th consecutive month that the statewide
Avg. Percent of Original List Price Received 93.0% 90.2% 31% median sales prices for both single -family
Pending Inventory 54,003 (Mo Data) NfA homes and for townhouse  -condo properties
Inventtory (Active Listings) 93,052 125,664 IE.0% rose year -over -year, according to Florida
Months Supply of Inventory 53 8.0 -33.3% Real torsd data, o said 2013

President Dean Asher, broker  -owner with
Townhouse and Condo Summary Don Asher & Associates Inc. in Orlando.

percent for both single  -family homes and for

8,957 1.1%
e townhouse -condos.
Cash Sales 7,488 7,665 -2.3%
Now Pending Sales 13,713 12,398 10.6% nMeanYVhl | e, bu.y e.r demand i s
New 14,227 14,716 — supply continues to be cqnstralned in many
areas. In March, the median days on market
Median Sale Price $120,000 $103,500 15.9% S )
— — 1345 (the midpoint of the number of days it took
o Ll : ! ’ for a property to sell that month) was 57
Median Days on Market 61 = R days for single -family homes and 61 days
Avg. Percent of Original List Price Received +3.0% 0.8% 2.0% for townhouses and condos. That means 50
Pending Inventory 26,679 (No Data) N/A percent of homes on the market in Florida
Inventary (Active Listings) 50,000 63,817 -21.7% sell in two months or | ess.
Months Supply of Inventory 5.8 79 -25.7% . ) )
The inventory for single  -family homes stood
Distressed Market - Single Family Homes ata53 -mont hsé supply in March

supply, according to Florida Realtors.

Closed Sales 24.8%
iwe continue to be encourag
Medizn Sale Price £150,000 $170,000 11.8% and breadth of the housing |
Florida Realtors Chief Economist Dr. John
Closed Sales 217 2,450 75% Tuccillo. AState numbers ar .
R — $08,750 £80,000 7% all important categories and down where
they should be down. Even with the difficulty
- 3917 -20.1% of access to financing for households, we
still see the growth in the market continuing
$121,000 $111,000 5.0% for at least the next 18
Source: Florida Realtors®
L' | |
3 ISSUES Fl‘ee' Are you reading someone
- el sebs copy?” S

| Subscribe Now and Receive 3 Issues Free  Now and receive 13 issues
| Florida Homes and Travel for the price of 10, delivere

email: fhandt@btopenworld.com and quote FHANDT 130 your own door or inbox!
Tel: 01428 741438 www.floridahomesandtravel.com
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Letters

Hi Elle,
Thank you for the excellent FH&T magazine.

Reading your article re bed bugs, there has recently

been a review on the Shark Tank - the U.S. equivalent
of Dragon's Den - re a couple of ladies who developed

a product called BUGGYBED which are portable glue
traps and lures for bed bugs.

They retail in Home Depot for $9.92 for 4 or $24.97
for 12.

The business has gone into the stratosphere since
getting support from the Shark Tank.

Then a friend sent an article about Bounce, the fabric
conditioner sheets.

| have sent the whole thing separately but putting a
sheet of Bounce in your luggage and wiping the sheets
in an hotel are reported to keep the bugs at bay.

This may not be scientific enough for Tim but | now
put them in my cases, on hotel beds and in the car.

Cheers
Janet.

This was a great email to receive, | keep my
Bounce in the lock -up when we are not there
(Florida) so may be it is that which keeps the
bugs out of our personal items! Janet also
forwarded me the email of uses for Bounce.
Some of the untested highlights are:

It repels mosquitoes. Tie a sheet of Bounce through a
belt loop when outdoors during mosquito season.

Dissolve soap scum from shower doors. Clean with a
sheet of Bounce

Prevent thread from tangling. Run a threaded needle
through a sheet of Bounce before beginning to sew

Wet a Bounce sheet, hose down your car, and wipe
love bugs off easily with the wet Bounce.

Put a sheet of Bounce in your suitcase when travelling,
it will help keep mites or any other critters out of it.
While you are at it, travel with several Bounce sheets
and run them up and down your bed linen before
getting into bed, it will cause all the critters already in
your bed to run. Keep a sheet in your suitcase even
after you have unpacked to protect your suitcases
from bugs nesting in it.

Golfers put a Bounce sheet in their back pocket to
keep the bees away.

Deodorize shoes or sneakers. Place a sheet of Bounce
in your shoes or sneakers overnight.

Clean baked -on foods from a cooking pan.

Put a sheet in a pan, fill with water, let sit overnight,
and sponge clean.

The anti -static agent apparently weakens the bond
between the food and the pan.
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Re the BuggyBed products: The BuggyBeds are
discrete monitoring strips that can be placed under
the mattress, or even behind the headboard or picture
frames for complete discretion. The lures are not a
treatment, just a monitoring device that can last for

up to 6 months. If bugs are detected, you will need to
get professional treatment. A good management
company will ensure that all cleaning staff are aware
of signs to look for when taking care of your house.

Lake County Drugs

| have to share this picture taken as we travelled up
US 429 (the Western Beltway around Orlando)
through Lake County.

The writing reads: Lake County Sheriff, This truck was
seized from a Drug Dealer.

ton

LAKE COONTY " SHERIFF
A\

J
THIS TROEK WIS SEIZEQREP

rrrr 7/ < ~
DBUSG DEALER

AVERAGE GAS PRICES

Regular Gas May 08
BP: 4600 N Alafaya Trl & Corporate Blvd, E ﬂ $3.15
Shell: Lake Buena Vista U $5.99
State Average ﬂ £3.45

Source: floridastategasprices.com
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Texas Roadhouse opened near the new Rolling Oaks shopping and dining development on US 192 (west of mile
marker 4) just a month or two after we left last year, so it is quite likely that we are a bit late with this review,
but we loved it! As we arrived two Sandhill cranes were standing preening by the door, posing for photos in a

very obliging fashion.

The slatted wood exterior with neon lights are both continued
inside, with high wooden dividers and booth seating varying
between booths for two or booths for 10!

We were escorted to our booth by our server, bearing 2
baskets of fresh baked sweet rolls with cinnamon butter. The
rolls come from the oven every 5 minutes and you can really
have as many as you like!

We had already decided not to have appetisers, but as each
entree comes with two sides of your choice, we went for the
house

salad as

one

choice.

The salad

was not

huge, but more than sufficient together with the bread rolls to

keep us busy until the entrees arrived.

Our server told us that the Texas Roadhouse was known for

its bread rolls; its steaks and its ribs
bone", the holy grail of ribs of course...

So, with this in mind, in our party of four we chose two 6 0z
sirloin steaks ($8.99 on the Early Dine menu
a full rack of ribs, and BBQ Chicken with half rack of ribs.

- which are "fall off the

- before 6 pm),

Our remaining side choices were baked potato (loaded with
sour cream, grated cheese and bacon pieces for (99 cents), and steak fries. The steak fries were crunchy with a
delicious seasoning, the loaded potatoes were fluffy and well loaded!

Our steaks were perfectly cooked and beautifully seasoned.
The ribs lived up to their billing and fell cleanly off the bone.
They were pronounced as at least equal to the ribs at
Manny's Chop House, which is very good news as it means
we no longer need to travel down US 27 and queue for
hours.

The whole experience for us was very reminiscent of a
restaurant in Sarasota that was a favourite some 20 years
ago when we first started visiting Florida. Santa Fe was a
steak house on Fruitville Road, just near to The Meadows. It
was taken over by a chain called Durango's, but was never
quite the same in our opinion. We are quite happy that we
have found something similar, close to our Florida home,
although personally speaking, | could live without the
peanut shells all over the floor!

04

As an aside, we believe we saw this pair of sandhill cranes regularly around our home at Emerald Island, along
the grassland in front of the former Splendid China, at the Roadhouse and even strolling through the car park of
Win Dixie. About half way through, one disappeared, we hope to nest, so what we presumed to be the male
took to loitering on the grassland looking rather sad. As we drove past him one day we heard him calling, a very
odd noise. We did see them together one more time when we guessed she had left the nest to stretch her legs.
Any updates on Sandhill crane chicks spotted in the Formosa area would be gratefully received!



