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Vacation Rental Law In The Spotlight 

In November we alerted subscribers to the news that there was a plan afoot to return control of 

vacation rentals to local government.  This campaign is gathering pace and support.  Identical bills 

have been filed in the House of Representatives (HB 307 by Campbell & Hutson) and the Florida 

Senate (SB 356 by Thrasher).  Each bill "Deletes restriction preventing local laws, ordinances, or 

regulations from regulating use of vacation rentals based solely on their classification, use, or 

occupancy." 

The bill changes statute 509.032 by completely removing the following statements: 

(b) A local law, ordinance, or regulation may not restrict the use of vacation rentals, prohibit 

vacation rentals, or regulate vacation rentals based solely on their classification, use, or 

occupancy. This paragraph does not apply to any local law, ordinance, or regulation adopted 

on or before June 1, 2011. 

(c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to any local law, ordinance, or regulation exclusively 

relating to property valuation as a criterion for vacation rental if the local law, ordinance, or 

regulation is required to be approved by the state land planning agency pursuant to an area of 

critical state concern designation. 

This legislation has very strong supporters at committee  level in both Houses. On Tuesday 4th 

February the bill was discussed in the Business & Professional Regulation Subcommittee, where it 

was found ‘Favourable’ by 10 - 3.  In support were Representatives Ben Albritton, Debbie Mayfield 

(Chair) amongst others, in opposition was Mike La Rosa, W. Gregory Steube and Carlos Trujillo.  One 

opponent to HB307 appeared, from the Florida Vacation Rental Managers Association, and four 

supporters appeared 

At the same time, the Community Affairs committee of the Florida Senate met and also found SB356 

to be ‘Favourable’.  The support here was 7 yeas and 1 Nay.  Senators John Thrasher (who proposed 

the bill), Darren Soto, Jack Latvala are just a few of the members of this committee. 

Many homeowners will have received an email from their management company or perhaps their 

villa internet advertising company, urging them to write to key members such as those listed above. 

The emails that we have seen, together with press reports, indicate that the  pressure for a repeal of 

the law passed in 2011 has come from Vero Beach where vacation rentals are a very hot issue. 

In 2011, HB0883 passed with 94 yeas, and 19 nays in the House of Representatives with 5 of the 10 

supporters of the current bill, previously voting in favour of the original. Only Rep Steube and Trujillo 

have stood by their original vote - in favour of 883 in 2011 and against 307 in 2014.  Once sent to the 

Senate, the bill was passed unanimously  with 38 yeas.  

If you would like to write in opposition of this proposed legislation, there is an agreed draft letter 

circulating from management companies and associations and we would be happy to forward this to 

you. This did refer to the committee meetings that have happened - but can be easily adapted. 

We will be watching the progress of both of these bills very closely as the next legislative session 

begins on March 4 2014. 

25 Years of Florida Homes and Travel 
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It is far too late to be wishing anyone a Happy New 

Year, but we have started the year with a bit of a 

sweep up and a  few changes. 

First of all, we are celebrating 25 years of Florida 

Homes and Travel in 2014 - this is quite an achieve-

ment in this day and age of the internet, one that we 

are very proud of, and grateful to you for.  Without 

your subscriptions the newsletter may have gone the 

way of many others over the years. 

The eagle eyed amongst you will have noticed that the 

length of the newsletter has reduced from 12 to 8 

pages.  A few years ago, we expanded to 12 pages 

which enabled us to carry more related articles and 

some adverts without impacting the core aims of the 

newsletter. Sadly, with postage prices rising almost 

unendingly, mirrored by paper costs, we have made 

the decision to return to the 8 page format, and keep 

to our core interests.  This means that we don’t have 

to raise the subscription price - something we felt 

would be counter productive and unwelcome. 

Paper costs have also impacted a decision to switch to 

white paper in the future once our existing stock of 

cream is depleted.  The cream A3 paper we use is no 

longer in production and we have to pay for our 

sheets to be cut from larger sheets - which all adds to 

the cost. 

We have also made the strategic decision to send out 

the survey forms with the March issue - giving us the 

two longer months of March and April for returns.  The 

survey results will still be published with the June is-

sue. 

Best wishes,  

 Elle Hubbard 

From the Editor 
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The UK economy appears to be back on the mend for 

the time being. GDP for 2013 showed that the econ-

omy grew by 1.9%, while the forecast for 2014 is a 

healthy 2.4%.   

Unemployment is dropping sharply, it now stands at 

7.1% - sparking the possibility that interest rates will 

rise in the near future. The Bank of England have 

stated that whilst interest rate remained above 7% it 

would not consider hiking rates.   

Meanwhile, the sectors of construction, production, 

housing and services all grew strongly in the last 

quarter of 2013 backing up the claim that 2014 could 

be a good year for the UK. Sterling has gained posi-

tively on the back of this in recent months. Its rose 

from 1.61 against the dollar in mid November to a 

near 2 and 1/2 year high of 1.66 in late January. 

The big news out of the States is that the Federal Re-

serve will begin tapering its Quantities Easing Pro-

gram. The reduction is of $10 billion from $75 billion a 

month to $65 billion.  

Economists are suggesting that the US economy grew 

3.2% in the last quarter of 2013 and 1.9% for the 

year. Many predict that 2014 will produce the strong-

est year of growth since the end of the US recession in 

mid-2009. 

Moneycorp Currency Update for 

February 

Save the cost of your subscription in just two 

transactions! 

Call 0207 589 3000 to set up a free trading 

facility and quote “Florida Homes and Travel” 

for free transfers. 

Join over 200 other subscribers enjoying the 

benefits of free Forex and online trading via 

Moneycorp Online. 

Inside this issue:  

From the Editor  / Currency Update 2 

Focus - Homes 3 

Focus - Statewide News 4 

Focus - Housing Data 5 

Behind The Scenes at FH & T 6 

Kathleen Recalls…. / Letters 7 

Diary, Contacts 8 

Subscriber Benefit:  

Subscribers to Florida Homes and Travel who open a Trading 

Facility will have Moneycorp’s £15 fee waived for all 

transactions they complete with them and will receive a 

Privilege Card entitling them to commission free currency 

and a 1% improvement on the exchange rate at any of the 

Moneycorp currency exchange bureaux locations. 

http://www.moneycorp.com/
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Following on the high-profile theft of credit card 

information from Target, an older scam has come 

to light. Millions of credit card details are sold 

every year on the black market, and one way for 

scammers to raise funds is to process a reasonably 

small transaction on the basis that most 

cardholders don’t pay attention to these.  $9.84 has 

emerged as a particularly popular amount in the 

wake of the Target incidence, as more card holders 

are paying closer attention to their statements.  

The advice from experts is to obtain a new card if 

you find one of these unexplained charges on your 

card statements.  One of our subscribers was 

caught up in the Target scam and shares her 

experience with us on page 7. 

It will bring no comfort to know that Federal 

prosecutor and  U.S. Attorney Wifredo Ferrer says 

that Florida tops the nation in numbers of identity 

theft, with more than 361 complaints per 100,000 

residents during 2012.  Miami is at the forefront of 

identity theft with about 645 complaints per 100,000 

residents.  Ferrer has prosecuted more than 270 

people, involving over 76,000 identity thefts since 

2012.  

Maple Syrup lovers need to be aware - the 

designations of flavours are changing, starting with 

those from Vermont.  Vermont Fancy becomes 

Golden Color/Delicate Taste.  Grade A Medium 

Amber becomes Amber/Rich Taste.  Grade A Dark 

Amber becomes Dark/Robust Taste and Grade B 

becomes Very Dark/Strong Taste (this latter was 

not previously available for purchase).  Other 

states and Canada are expected to follow suit in 

2015. 

Florida Power and Light received two industry awards 

in January for its “Smart Grids”. FPL earned the Smart 

Grid Project of the Year award for its "Reaping the 

Benefits of the Smart Grid" entry, which summarized 

the success of the company's $800 million power grid 

modernization program. The initiative included the 

installation of 4.5 million smart meters, more than 

10,000 intelligent devices on FPL's power grid, and 

enhanced digital technology at nearly 600 power 

substations. The technology enables the company to 

prevent many power outages, restore service faster 

when outages occur, and give customers access to 

FPL's online "energy dashboard," which enables them 

to better manage their energy use and costs. 

The Renewable Energy Integration Project of the 

Year award recognized FPL's "Smart Island 

Detection System," which monitors, in real-time, 

the flow of electricity from renewable energy 

sources interconnected to the power distribution 

grid. The technology ensures that major 

fluctuations in electricity flow do not adversely 

Focus - Homes 
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affect the customer's or the company's equipment. 

The monitoring devices are currently in operation at 

three FPL substations that receive electricity 

generated at two landfills and a biomass facility.  

From April 1st Virgin Atlantic is to charge £25 per 

person per flight, for advance allocation of seats in 

economy class on long-haul flights.  

A recent study by the Sarasota Herald Tribune 

reported that seven years after the foreclosure 

crisis began in Florida, there are still enough filings 

to last another 3 years in the court process. 

Southwest Florida saw a flurry of land sales at the turn 

of the year as builders and developers rushed to 

satisfy an uptick in demand for new homes and 

commercial buildings. 20 acres off Jacaranda Blvd in 

Venice sold for $2.83 m. The Lakewood Ranch 

community also saw the sale of 33 high end lots for 

$3.66 million - for luxury homes. During the first 11 

months of 2013, 2791 building permits for single 

family homes were issued in Sarasota and Manatee 

counties and research group MetroStudy predicts that 

home starts will increase another 10 percent this year. 

A new ’clearing house’ system has launched for 

property insurance.  The system is designed to 

increase competition and reduce the number of 

homes insured by Citizens Property Insurance Corp.  

Starting with new applications, but extending to 

renewals by the summer, agents will receive a 

policy quote from Citizens.  they will then have to 

go to the clearing house, and if another quote 

comes in within 15 percent of the Citizens quote, 

the homeowner will be forced to take the 

alternative policy.  For renewals, the quote must 

match or better the Citizens quote before the 

homeowner is forced to accept.  This differs from 

the previous ‘take-out’ system, whereby a 

homeowner could choose to remain with Citizens. 

Governor Scott has recommended a $100 million 

advertising budget for Visit Florida for 2014 - 2015, as 

part of “Its Your Money Tax Cut Budget”.  As part of 

the announcement, Scott points out that every 85 

visitors support 1 Florida job and that visitor numbers 

in 2013 were on track to exceed the record set in 2012 

of 91 million visitors  

Average Gas 

Price 

Statewide $3.309 

Lowest Rate Key Largo $3.13 

Highest Rate Chevron - Miami $4.79 

Different 

League! 

Shell, Lake Buena 

Vista 

$5.99 
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select up to 3 attractions at any one time. 

Saks Fifth Avenue at the Florida Mall is to close in 

March, a liquidation sale has already begun.  Once 

closed, the Mall will turn the shop area into a food 

pavilion. 

Kmart in Winter Park is to close in Mid-March with a 

loss of 100 jobs. 

Fort Lauderdale International Airport has announced a 

September 18 opening date for its new runway - part 

of a $2.3 billion investment and expansion.  Terminals 

1 - 3 are being overhauled while terminal 4 is 

completely rebuilt, with the project expected to last 

right through to 2017. Norwegian Air Shuttle, a low 

cost airline, will have direct flights between London 

and Fort Lauderdale starting on July 4 2014.  The 

airport wishes to capitalise and build upon its 

reputation as a cheaper and easier alternative to 

Miami International Airport. 

The Aviation Safety Network, a private research 

group, has revealed that 2013 was the safest year 

on record for aviation with just 29 airline accidents, 

and a record low of 265 fatalities. 

Orlando Sanford Airport has reported a record year in 

2013, with 2,033620 passengers, breaking the 

previous record of 1,840,453 set in 2008. However, 

charter traffic from the UK fell by 10 percent. 

Arctic storms across North America in early January 

caused over 4,400 flights to be cancelled 

nationwide in just one day.  

Florida’s unemployment rate continues to drop, from 

6.4 percent to 6.2 percent in December - the lowest 

rate in over 5 years. 

Governor Scott has picked his new Lt Governor - 

Carlos Lopez-Cantera, the first Hispanic to hold this 

role.  Lopez-Cantera was the Property Appraiser for 

Miami-Dade county.  

State Road 836 in Miami has a new configuration with 

restricted access to Flagler or Southwest Eighth 

streets.  Missing the exit for these routes can now 

result in a lengthy detour. The changes are part of a 

$560 million project which continues until 2015. 

Work to increase capacity on Interstate 595, which 

connects I 75 and I 95, should be largely completed 

by March with the opening of three reversible toll 

lanes in the median of this road. Traffic will flow 

east in the morning and west in the afternoon and 

tolls will be variable during the day to ‘optimize’ 

traffic flow. The four year project has been a 

public/private partnership which has come in on 

time and on budget. 

Despite an online backlash against SeaWorld following 

the release of the film Blackfish last year, the 

company has said it expects a record full-year 

revenue. 

Researchers at the University of South Florida have 

found a rather worrisome trend in the high tides 

along the gulf coast of Florida.  Looking back at the 

recorded high and low tides over the last century 

shows that whilst ‘average sea levels’ have 

increased only modestly, the variations between 

high and low tides are increasing.  The risks of 

flooding as a result of storm surges in hurricanes is 

now about double what it was, particularly if the 

storm hits at high-tide.  

The Red Roof Inn off International Drive has become 

the latest in a series of 13 armed robberies in the 

area since December.  Authorities believe the same 3 

men are responsible for all the incidents, they cover 

their faces and use popular rental models of car to 

flee - striking between midnight and 6 am.  So far, 

nobody has been injured but police are worried about 

any escalation. 

The Port of Tampa has rebranded in an effort to 

widen its appeal.  “Port Tampa Bayò is hoping to 

encourage the idea that the port serves the Tampa 

Bay region of over 2.5 million people, rather than 

just the city of Tampa at less than .5 million 

people. 

Foodies may be interested in a really hidden gem along 

so called ‘Restaurant Row’ on Sand Lake Road.  

'Pharmacy' has no signs, you have to look for an 

unmarked retro-style elevator door in a hallway in the 

Dellagio complex, across from Regions Bank.  The bar 

and restaurant have been themed to look like a 

'speakeasy' of the prohibition era. The website keeps to 

the theme with sketchy details of what you may expect 

and reference to 'Elixirs' and 'Prescriptions' as well as 

what one presumes is an image of the elevator doors - 

which open to provide the address: 8060 Via Dellagio 

Way. thepharmacyorlando.com.  

Walt Disney’s Wilderness Lodge has regained 4 

Diamond status from the AAA - joining 33 other 

Central Florida hotels - including most of the 

Disney resorts.  Orlando has yet to gain a 5 

Diamond hotel, but experts are predicting that the 

new Four Seasons Hotel at Disney (opening this 

year) will be a likely candidate. 

Spice Road Table at EPCOT’s Moroccan Pavilion is now 

in ‘Soft opening’ phase. With seats for 120 on its 

terrace with perfect views of the lagoon for the night 

show, evening reservations are bound to be full for 

this newcomer.  

Festival of the Lion King at Animal Kingdom is now 

closed for 6 months and will reopen in a new 

section of the park.  Splash Mountain in the Magic 

Kingdom is also closed until March.  The paper 

ticket system of FastPass has ended at all Disney 

parks now.  Day visitors and off-site guests must 

visit a FastPass+ kiosk within the park and select 

the rides for which they want FastPasses.  You can 
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Florida’s housing market reported higher 

median prices, more new listings, fewer days 

on the market and the continued stabilization 

of inventory in December, according to the 

latest housing data released by Florida 

Realtors®. Closed sales of single-family homes 

statewide totaled 19,497 last month, up 8.6 

percent over the December 2012 figure. 

“Florida’s housing market continues to 

demonstrate its recovery,” said 2014 Florida 

Realtors® President Sherri Meadows, CEO and 

team leader, Keller Williams, with market 

centers in Gainesville, Ocala and the Villages. 

“December marked over two years – 25 

months – of consecutive gains in statewide 

median sales prices, year-over-year, for both 

single-family homes and for townhouse-condo 

properties. The rising prices, along with the 

renewed strength of the state’s housing 

market, are encouraging more homeowners to 

list their properties for sale. Statewide, new 

listings for single-family homes increased 23.8 

percent in December, while new townhome-

condo listings rose 8.1 percent. The rising 

prices mean increased equity, which is another 

reason people are listing properties. 

“Properties also are taking less time to sell, 

another trend that is sparking sellers’ interest,” 

she added. “In December, the median days on 

market (the midpoint of the number of days it 

took for a property to sell that month) was 50 

days for single-family homes and 51 days for 

townhouses and condos. That means 50 

percent of homes on the market in Florida sell 

in less than two months.” 

Single Family Homes Summary 

Townhouse and Condo Summary  

Distressed Market  - Single Family Homes 

Source: Florida Realtors®   

Focus - Housing Data 

 √ Car Hire Across the USA or Canada 

 √ Personalised Customer Service 

 √ Fast Check-in Available 

 √ Free Upgrades Available 

 √ 24/7 Live Booking System 

www.tripwheels.com  

 √ Car Hire in Florida with Alamo 

 √ Personalised Customer Service 

 √ Fast Check-in Available 

 √ Single, joint or Multiple Driver Options 

 √ Young Driver Package 

 √ For FH & T Subscribers, Guests and Family 

Email: fhandt@btopenworld.com 
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As part of our 25 year celebration we thought it might be interesting to share some secrets from behind the scenes and 

give you a little insight into how Florida Homes and Travel is put together each month. 

I am often asked how I find out the news that is featured - the answer is from 

a variety of sources. As you can see from Kathleen’s piece opposite, in the 

early days the news came from USA today and local Florida newspapers.  

Florida Trend is a business focussed publication that was available by 

subscription overseas.  These days, the process is still pretty similar.  I read 

as many Florida newspapers as I can, with digital subscriptions to the main 

papers.  I also rely upon new snippets or references from subscribers that put 

me on to a lead.  Contacts in Florida will send a ‘heads up’ about anything 

particularly pertinent and these days, I have to keep an eye on Social media 

too.  Often, snippets arrive via Social Media long before they hit the main 

papers.   

So many hours are spent at the computer, in between car hires from TripWheels.  Digital 

editions that can be accessed via an iPad are also useful for research on the move. 

Once an edition is put together, and has been ‘proofed’ by my parents, then it is sent over 

to the copier for printing.  When I first took over Florida Homes and Travel, 8 individual 

sheets of A4 were produced.  These were the ‘Masters’.  They then had to be loaded onto 

the top of the copier in the correct combinations to be able to print onto A3 paper.  Each 

‘side’ of A3 was fed through once, then left to cool completely in large piles all over the 

table.  Once cool, they were then put back into the machine to print onto the other side - 

particular attention had to be paid to the order and rotation.   

Finally, the two big piles were then collated and folded by hand, before being ‘stuffed’ into 

the envelopes for sending out.  This was a big task, and so my Mother-in-law, 

brother-in-law and his family would join us for a take-away, followed by ‘folding and 

stuffing’.  The newsletters are then dropped off at the Post Office the next day.  A 

few years ago I was given a new copier for a slightly larger monthly contract, and it 

not only printed double sided, it also had a saddle finisher that folded and stapled 

the copies! Now they only need stuffing! However, the parts for that machine were 

becoming obsolete, so last summer it was replaced with the behemoth you see 

above. This also folds and staples etc, but is a colour printer, so now you will start 

to see colour in the paper for the first time (strategic use only due to the cost of the 

colour sheets).   We still get together for take-away though, it is tradition... 

Most of the time it is just me and my able assistant Merlin (pictured above) in the office.  Many of you will have heard 

his contribution to office noise with inopportune barking whilst I am on the phone! Otherwise his main purpose appears 

to be to make sure he is in the way at all times, and to hoover up any biscuit crumbs that may fall. 

When I do need to be out of the office for any time, we make 

use of a live telephone answering facility.  Here we have a 

dedicated team (Holly, Amelia, Josie, Sam and Rosanna) that 

are familiar with calls from subscribers, TripWheels clients, 

Tim’s pest control clients, calls from our local school where I am 

a governor, the occasional lost dog (I operate a dog register for 

our village), and even the odd call to see if we have a tray of 

eggs available (I have a flock of 130 chickens and we sell eggs 

on the side of the road).  

The team are quite flexible at answering our calls, even if they 

don’t have quite the depth of knowledge that I have 

accumulated over the years on all these many aspects.  They 

are located on the South Coast (although they would never let 

on that they are not in the same office space as me) and this 

has proved invaluable when bad weather has caused us to have 

power cuts.  I have been able to put the calls through to them 

safe in the knowledge that all clients can access whatever is 

needed through the team. 

Jan Marie Doughty CPA   
(Certified Public Accountant)  

Assisting UK and other non-resident owners of holiday rental 
property in the USA for twenty years with;-  

US Tax return preparation - Federal and State  
US FIRPTA  (8288-B) refund applications, 

ITIN Applications - IRS Certifying Acceptance Agent 
US Business Entity advice (LLC, Trusts, Partnerships) 

Authorized to represent clients before the IRS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please view our website today for further details or call Jan 
for a chat! 

USA: 001 321 784 8329 UK: 01243 536026 

www.JanDoughtyCPA.com  

Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com    

3000 N. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 208, Cocoa Beach  FL 32931 USA  

http://www.JanDoughtyCPA.com
mailto:Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com
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Kathleen Harpham Recalls... 

Before we bought our Florida home in 1983 Keith did 

a lot of homework on rules and regulations and as a 

result he kept getting enquiries from friends and 

friends of friends who were thinking of doing the 

same. One day one friend suggested that as he knew 

so much he should start a magazine for people who 

already owned a home in Florida or aspired to doing 

so and so the seed was set. 

Having received a small inheritance from an elderly 

aunt he decided to use the money to set up the 

business of Florida Homes and Travel in 1989. 

At around the same time his older brother Denis was 

made redundant and as he had always been 

interested in travel and liked writing, Keith recruited 

him to assist with the magazine. 

Initially the magazine was advertised in the Daily 

Telegraph, to which we had a reasonable response 

and it was my job to decipher all the names and 

addresses left on the answer machine. 

The main source of information at that time was USA 

today and Florida newspapers (pre internet of 

course). 

When we were visiting our home during the year we 

did various trips which resulted in various articles. We 

even went to one or two meetings in Lakeland (I 

think) when the short term rental debate was at its 

height. 

Denis and his wife also visited Florida on numerous 

occasions and did various visits for future articles. 

In 1990 we met Peter and Jean Stanhope who had 

started the Florida Brits club. We assisted with their 

National and Regional events and this also brought in 

new subscribers. 

As the subscription base increased the Travel Agency 

side for flights and travel insurance increased and I 

went down from full time to part time with my job to 

be able to do the flights etc in the other half of the 

day. 

Keith retired early in March 1998 and around that 

time we disposed of the Travel Agency as it was 

incompatible with our longer stays in Florida. 

The magazine was produced which ever country we 

were in and when in the US it was sent back to the 

UK for mailing out by DHL. 

After a further 2 or 3 years (can’t remember exactly) 

Keith decided to give it up altogether and we looked 

for new owners, and you know the rest. 

Very sadly, Keith passed away in  Florida in 2007. 

Hi Elle, 

I am one of millions who used their debit card at 

Target when their security was breached.  I will send 

a copy of the letter from the Target Chairman. 

A visit to Suntrust gave slight comfort, they will 

monitor my account for unusual activity and promise 

I will not be liable for any fraudulent use despite it 

being a debit and not a credit card. I have moved 

most of the money into our money market account 

and requested a text alert if our account falls below a 

set amount ( enough to cover the bills ). The bank 

advise monitoring the account daily and reporting 

anything suspicious. Target have given the banks 

assurance they will know fairly soon which cards were 

compromised but there are rumours on the internet 

of card numbers being sold to the eastern block for as 

little as $20 ! 

Cheers, 

Janet 

We won’t print the whole letter here, but the 

important points are as follows:  

We want you to know a few important things:  

Å The unauthorized access took place in U.S. Target 

stores between Nov. 27 and Dec. 15, 2013. Canadian stores 

and target.com were not affected. 

Å Even if you shopped at Target during this time 

frame, it doesnôt mean you are a victim of fraud. In fact, in 

other similar situations, there are typically low levels of 

actual fraud. 

Å There is no indication that PIN numbers have been 

compromised on affected bank issued PIN debit cards or 

Target debit cards. Someone cannot visit an ATM with a 

fraudulent debit card and withdraw cash. 

Å You will not be responsible for fraudulent charges ï 

either your bank or Target have that responsibility. 

Hi Elle 

Your contributors David Michelmore and Chris Tilston 

raise very interesting points in your latest issue. 

Because of the hassle of regularly renewing my 

drivers' licence (I recently obtained my 20th), I too 

checked with my auto insurer, Geico, if they required 

a current Florida licence - they do. They also 

confirmed that they allow thirty days grace to renew. 

During a telephone call to Geico earlier this year 

when I was seeking to reduce the coverages prior to 

leaving Florida, Geico informed me that my latest 

drivers' licence had recently expired! Obviously they 

have access to the Department of Motor Vehicles' 

website. I assume therefore that in this global 

information age that the Florida law enforcement 

agencies will have access to insurance and driver 

licence information. 

Sincerely 

Richard Mortimer 

Letters 
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Bakehouse Cottage, Fernhurst Road, Milland, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7LU, UK 

01428 741 438 011 441 428 741 438 fhandt@btopenworld.com 

Www.floridahomesandtravel.com www.tripwheels.com  
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Subscribe Now and Receive 3 Issues Free 

Florida Homes and Travel 

Are you reading someone elseôs 

copy?  Subscribe now and receive 

13 issues, for the price of 10, 

delivered to your own door or inbox!   

  

   

3 Issues Free! 
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Diary 

Osceola County Fair, Osceola Heritage Park, Kissimmee    Feb 14 - Feb 23 2014 

Florida Strawberry Festival,  303 Lemon St, Plant City:   Feb 27 - March 9 2014 

The Art of Warner Bros Cartoons, 65 E Central Blvd, Orlando   Now to March 23 2014 

Air Fest, McDill Air Force Base, 6801 South Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa  March 22 - 23 2014 

Rembrandt, Rubens, Gainsborough and the Golden Age of Painting, Orlando Museum of Art, 2416 North 

Mills Avenue         Now to May 25 2014 

Epcot International Flower and Garden Festival:     March 8 - May 18 2014 
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USA Car Hire Elle Hubbard Elle@TripWheels.com www.TripWheels.com 01428 741438 

Currency Exchange Moneycorp  TTT Moneycorp Ltd 0207 589 3000 

Homeowner Insurance Christine Allen christine.allen@floridacharter

ed.com 

Florida Chartered Insurance 001 407-278-0438  

Long Term Rentals Graham Hardy 0207 193 3440 www.floridahomesonly.com 

Realtor Tom Schmidt trsrealestate@juno.com www.orlandovacationproperties

forsale.com  

001 407-247-3023 

Realtor Alan Martin frontlineflorida@earthlink.net www.frontlinefloridarealty.com 001 407-832-4888 

Realtor (Short Sales/

Foreclosure) 

Graham Hardy www.warnerquinlan.com 001 407-894-0671   

US Accountant  Jan Marie Doughty Admin@JanDoughtyCPA.com www.JanDoughtyCPA.com  01243 536026 

UK Accts /Wills & 

Estate 

Roger Tuffin   01273 202071 

U.S. Embassy  Visa Dept http://london.usembassy.gov/visas.html 09042-450-100  

Website Design Sarah Gatti sarah@fvos.com www.fvos.com 001 407-390-7000 
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